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APHCT 3KINITEMH

HEPOH




Annotation

«PyKa, Aepxaliasn cKUNeTp, He co3aaHa Ansa nepebupaHuna CTpyH», — Tak cuMTana matb HepoHa, nbiTaBLIasAcsa BO
BCEM KOHTPO/IMPOBaTh byayliero umnepatopa. Ho toHolwa He caywanca. OH 1t06ua NeTb M COUMHATL CTUXK, eMy
60/1blie HPaBMUIOCb NPOLLATb NPECTYMHMKOB, YEM MX Ka3HUTb. YTO }Ke Tak M3MeHWUNo aywy ¢unocoda, XyL0KHMKa
M NO3Ta, TO/IKHYB €ro Camoro Ha npectynieHuna? Moyemy BCe, KTO XOTb YTO-TO 3Ha4YMA A4nA HepoHa, Bmur
OKa3a/INCb ero NPOTMBHMKAMM U 3aKAATbIMKM Bparammn? 3Ta KHUra 0 NpoTMBOPEYMBOI HaType MMneparTopa,

OCTaBLIEerocAa B MamATV NOTOMKOB CEHTMMEHTA/IbHbIM TUPAHOM U NoaXKuratesiem Puma.



JPHCT IKLWTEWUH
HepoH
YacTtb nepBan

fnasal

Tpu conpata pMmcKol ropoackon npedekTypol Bean no KMnpckon ynuue naeHHMKa. Monogomy 4yesioBeky
ABajuaTV Tpex et bbla BbIHECEH CMEPTHbIA MPUroOBOpP: pyKa nanaya Ao/kKHa bblna 06e3rnaButb ero, a 3atem
3aKoMaTb Ha BbIFOHE, rae norpebanun npecTynHUKOB.

MpoxosKure, BCTpeyaBLIME KOHBOMPOB U UX KePTBY, OCTaHaBAMBANUCL U CMOTpenu um scned. bneaHoe, Ho,
OAHAKO, pelInTenbHoe INLLO HEeCHaCTHOro BO3OY)KA4aNo ydacTMe K Hemy AaKe B JIErKOMbICIEHHbIX PUMAAHAX.
Kasanocb, BHE3anmHoe cOCTpajaHue OBNALEeN0 3TUM HapOoAOM, Ha [/1a3ax KOTOPbIX KaxAabld rog TbicAuM
rNagMaTopoB UCTEKA/NIM KPOBbIO M YMWMPAAM HA apeHe LMpKa M KOTOPbIA CYMTan Aydlleil Ha cBeTe My3blKOM
npeacmepTHble XPUMbl KepTe. MeHWMHbl 0CO6EeHHO COKpYLWanucb O Kpacusom Aptemugope. lNpasusbHble,
CNIOBHO BbICEYEHHblE M3 MpamMopa 4YepTbl /IMUA, TEMHble, MeuyTaTe/ibHble [/a3a C YepPHbIMU PECHULAMM,
6naropogHbiit 106 M POCKOLWHbIE BOMIOCBI — BCE B HEM HamoMWHano Benuuyasoro Hexo, Kpeua 6ora [Ta,
04YapOBbIBABLUIErO 3HATHbLIX PUM/IAHOK KaK CBOMM MPOPULATENIbCKUM MCKYCCTBOM, TaK M CBOEM NpuBeKaTeIbHOM
HapPYKHOCTbIO.

ApTemunaop 6bin TakxKe ypoxeHel, Boctoka. OH pogunca B ganekom [lamacke, 6bin KynneH B Mepycanmume
ceHaTopom Pnasmem CLEBMHOM W BMECTE C HUM NpUbbLIN B CEMUXOAMHbIN ropoa. CKopo nonyums ceoboay, oH
CNYWUN cBOeMy bbiBlLUEMY roCnoAMHY KasHayeem, 4YTeuom W 6ubanoTeKapeM W caenanca yxe noytu ero
[OBEPEHHbIM BO BCEM, KOrAa BHE3anHO HeoXWAaHHbI NepeBopoT PaspylluMn MUPHOE TEYEHUE ero KU3HU U
6pocua ero Bo BNACTb ULLLEEK.

Yem 6anKe cTaHOBMAACD nnaxa, K KOTOpOVI congatbl BE/IM OHOWY, TEM MedJIEHHEE U TAXKeNnee aBuUraaca oH,
M Ha4a/IbHUK KOHBOA A0/1:KEH 6bin He pa3 O6paLLI,aTbCF| K HEMY CO CTPOIrMMU ynpekammu.

Bbln YyaHbIA OKTABPBLCKMIA AeHb. PUM Kasasica naasaloWwum B XUAKOM 30/10Te. KpacHaa AnMcTBa BMHOrpaaa,
C BMAHEBWWMMUCA U3-MOM, HEe TeMHbIMU FPO3AbAMM, OEeBasia CTeHbl CafoB WAM BUAACb BOKPYr Pa3BECUCTbIX
BA30B. Y/IMLbI AblaAN BECENbEM U CBEXECTbIO. My»KUMHbI, NPNOBOAPACL, PAaCcNPaBAAIM NAEUYM, a KEHCKMe nnLa
CUANU 0COBEHHOW KPacoTon U NPUBAEKaTEIbHOCTbIO.

Tak no KpaliHel mepe Ka3asiocb 6e4HOMY OCYXAEHHOMY, KOTOPbIA CKOPO A0/KeH bbll paccTaTbCa € 3TUM
npeKpacHbIM MUPOM.

Kyaa feBanocb ero paBHoAylMe K CMEpPTH, elle TaK HeAaBHO HanosHsABWee ero cepaue, nodobHo
NpeABKYLWEHMIO ydLIero, HeAOCTYNHOrO YenoBeky 6bITnA?

B3rnaHyB Ha Konebstowmecs oT BeTepKa NyprnypHble /103bl, OH BCMOMHWA KPacuBY0 AEBYLIKY, CTblA/JNBO
3apAeBLUYOCA, KOr4a OAHaXAbl OH yKpalan ee TaKMM BEeHKOM B Ona*KeHHOM yeAMHEHUM TEeHUCTOro Napka,
NPWHaANEKABLLETO €ro rocnoanHy.

— Xnopwuc! Xnopuc! — co cTpacTHOM MyKO B34,0XHY OH.

Kakoe HecyacTbe, YTO 06pa3 BO3/M0O/NEHHON MpeacTan nepes HUM Kak pas B TO MFHOBEHWE, KOraa OH
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HY}OaNCA B HEMNPEOAONNMOMN CUie AyXa W NPe3PeHUn K KMU3HU, YTobbl NOKasaTb, C KAaKOW PagoCTbio M CBET/ION
Hagexaoi nocneaosatens ColHa Ha3apPAHCKOro NJIOTHUKA MAET no ctonam ceoero Cnacutens.

KaK Hu cTapanca oH 3abbITb O npoLwsiom, OHO BCTaBas10 neped HUM BO BCeEM 6necke MUHYyBLLIEro c4actbA.

OH yBMAan XN0puUC NIMILb HECKOIbKO Hegenb TOMy Hasaa B gome Kaa KanbnypHus Muso, rae oHa urpana Ha
AEeBATUCTPYHHOM rMTape v nesia pagocTHYo Nto60BHYI0 NecHb Ankes. 9To 6bIJ10 ee NepBoe NOABAEHME B NOJHOM
onacHbIX co6/1a3HOB CTO/INLLE U B TO e Bpems ee nepsblii Tpuymd. Bce pykonieckanu ee mactepckon urpe u
4yyZLHOMY roJiocy.

HaXO,EI,MBLUMVICFI B CBUTE CBOEro rocnoguHa, ®nasua CuesuHa, ApTEMM,D,Op 6bin O4yapoBaH KU C 3TONro0 mura
MbIC/lb O ee NtobBU He NOKMWAana ero.

Ho pagom c 3TOM MbIC/IbIO, Y HErO0 BO3HWKAA Apyras, 6osee Bo3BblleHHasA: cnaceHne ee aywu! Mocne
He3abBEHHOro MrHOBEHMA, KOr4a OH BrepBble MOLLE/N0Ban ee yCTa, B HEM BO3ropesiocb CTPACTHOE KenaHue
cnactu normbasliylo. B rnasax BepyloLWLEro HOHOWW OHa A0/KHa 6bina norMbHyTb, ecnn emy He yaacTca
NpPOCBETUTb ee HebeCcHOoM UCTUHOW, OTKPbITOM Uncycom Xpuctom.

N ApTeMnaop € TakMM Ke pBEeHMEeMm cTapasics oBNafeTb ee AyWOW, C KakMm OH paHblue aobusanca ee
cepaua.

K coxaneHuto, ero ycuama 6blan HanpacHbl.

XNnopuc 3HaNa *KM3Hb TONLKO C ee yyllel CTOPOHbl. MUp NpeacTaBAsACA el AYLWWNCTbIM YBECENTENbHbBIM
caflom, NpefHasHaYeHHbIM UCKAUYUTENbHO AR CYACTbA M HacNnaxKaeHWii. BepHas cBoell npupoae, rpeyaHka
nyranacb BCEro CypoBOro M MPa4YHOro; yuyeHne Xpucra, TpeboBasLuee BO34EPHKAHUA, OTPEUEHMA OT 3eMHbIX bar,
6bl10 HEeAOCTYMHO e, MPOHWMKHYTOM Nyde3apHbIM Ky/JabTOM ApeBHerpeyeckux 6o0ros. [pekpacHas neBuua
NnoXKMmana nnaevyamu, ynoibanacb, HakoHel, 06bABMAA ApTEMUAOPY, YTO OH €l Hajoen W, nocne AOAToro
HEMpPUATHOrO CNopa, Ha BCe ero A0BOAblI PELUINTENbHO NPOU3HECA C HACMELLKOW: «Hukorga!»

Mocne aToro «HMKOrga», OH B rHEBe OCTaBWUA BO3t06eHHy0. THEB ero 6bl1 HanpaBeH He Ha Hee, — BeApb
OHa HemnoBMHHA B TOM, YTO 3710 Ayx TaK onyTan ee 6e3paccyaHoe cepaue, — HO Ha KOBApCTBO CTapbix 60ros,
COXPaHUBLLMX eLLe TaKyto BAACTb AaXKe Haj, CaMbIMW YNCTbIMU U BNAropoaHENILIMMMN U3 CMEPTHBIX, HECMOTPSA Ha
npuwectsne Cnacutens.

BoT 4TO 6bIIO NMPUUMHOM €ro OCYKAEHUA HA MO30PHYIO0 CMEPTb: 0BBMHEHUE B Xy/1€ Ha roCyaapCTBEHHYIO
penuruio...

Ho, 6bITb MOKeET, NocTUree ero Hecyactbe OblJI0 HaKa3aHWEM, HUCNOCAAHHBIM Ha HEro eANHbIM UCTUHHbBIM
Borom? BbiTb MoxeT, OH XOTe/1 YHUYTOXKMTb ero 3a YNopcTBo B 1t06BM K HacmeLuimBon Xnopuc?

Bce 3tn mbichu 6€CI'IOpFI,CI,O'~IHO TONNMUNUCL B €ro Mo3ry ", 3agbiXxaAacCb, OH 60ponc51 C OXBaTuBLWMMM €ero
4yyBCTBaMMU. OH nonbITanca MoAnTbCA.

— BnaKeHHbl rTMbHyLLMe 3a yYeHMe XpUcTa, — ApoXKalmmy rybamm npoLuenTan oH U 3aMOJIK.

ConHeuvHble NIy4n 30/10TbIM MOTOKOM 3a/iMBazin Aopory, B MU0 emMy nNaxHyn 6naroyxaHHb|171 BETEPOK W,
rpomye BCAKMX CNACUTE/IbHbIX UCTUH, B 3aMUPaBLUEM OT CTpaxa cepaue ero pasaaszica sonnb:

— lNope TBOEW UBETYLEeN toHOCTH!
CustoLLan BOKPYT HEro Ten/IoM 1 XU3HbIO NPMPOoAaA eLLe CubHee 060CTPANA CO3HaHWeE rpAaYLLEen y4acTblo.

«YMepeTb TaK, Boaau oT Heel.. — 6ecnpepbiBHO NPOHOCKMNIOCH B €ro nblnatowen ronose. — Baanu ot Hee,
BAaNM oT Heel..

[a, Heymonmmoe BoKecTBO OCyAMI0 ero Ha BeIMYaMLLYIo M3 3eMHbIX MyK — raybokoe otyaaHue. Ecan 6bl
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OH MOT B3r/IAHYTb B NOC/AEAHION MUHYTY B rnasa Bo3a06/1eHHON, Kakoe 3To 6biio 6bl yTeweHue! Ho ymepeTb
TaK, — 3HA4YMU/I0 YMEpPETb elle 3aKunBo!

«Bpann ot Hee! — 3By4yano Kpyrom Hero. — Bpanu oT Hee!» KoneHn ero nogkocuaucb M B rnasax
noTemHesno.

— He waTaica! — cKkasan HayaNbHUK KOHBOA. — EC/IM Y3K Tbl AOIKEH YMEPETb, TO YMPU KaK MyKUMHal

Aptemngop B3an ceba B pykn. Cnaboctb ero npowsna. OH nepeBen AyX W CNOKOWHO M TBepAo nowlen
Janble.

KoHBOW cBepHyn BNEBO, MO HOTO-BOCTOYHOMY HanpaB/ieHWIo OT KMMPCKOM yauupbl, U 346eCb UX OKPYKMANa
TaKaa rycras TO/ANa MYKUYMH M XKeHLWMH, no 6onbliel YacTu 6e4HO 04eTbiX, YTO CTPAXKHUKM BbIHYKAEHbI 6blAn
OCTaHOBMTbCA Ha HECKO/IbKO MUHYT.

— ApTemunaop! — co Bcex CTOpPOH pasganunce ronoca. — byab TBepa, Apremungop! Mpowaii, Aptemmgop! He
3abbiBali TBOUX gpy3ei! Monuck 3a Hac nepend npecrtonom BeesblwHero!

MHble XBaTanu CBA3aHHble PYKM IOHOWM M LENOBanu UX, ApyrMe TOP)KECTBEHHO 3aTArMBaAM KanobHble
TMMHbI, B KOTOPbIX MM MMcyC MPON3HOCUAOCH C 0COBEHHbIM YYBCTBOM.

CkBO3b TOoNny NPoTeCHUACA BbICOKUI U xyp,oﬁ FIFlTI/I,EI,GCFiTI/IJ'IETHMﬁ 4yenoBek, WNPOKOeE, 6necmu.|,ee 3010TO€
KO/ZIbLO KOTOPOTro BblaaBasio ero npuHagnexxXHocCTb K 6I'IaF0pO,£|,HOMy cocnosuto.

— Mo3BoAULLb N Tbl MHE, — 06PaTUCA OH K CTapllemy KOHBOMHOMY, — Mpeae Yem ceeplmTca cyabba,
elle pa3 06HATb OCYXKAEHHOro?

CongaT Haxmypuacs. Takoe MHOXECTBO COYYBCTBYIOLWMX APpTEMUAOPY, O4EBMAHO, BHYLUWIO eMy HEKOTOpOEe
COMHEHMWE, N OH He ocmenuBancs rpybo oTKasaTb STOMY MPaYHOMY YEIOBEKY C BE/IMYABO U MPO3HO 3aKMHYTOM 3a
nJieyo TOrom.

— MNoTtoponucb! — HepelwmnTebHO OTBeYan OH. — XOTb A COTBOPEH HE M3 KaMHA M ’Kejiesa, HO eciu
npedekT y3HaeT 06 3ToM, MHe byaeT xyao.

— Hukoaum! — npowenTtan Aptemmnaop, B TO Bpemsa Kak Apyr LenoBan ero B nob6. — Kakaa cTpaluHas
y4acTb!

— My»Kaiica, cbiH moit! byab TBepa A0 KoHua! TBOM NOCTYMNOK, MOXET 6biTb, 6e3paccygeH U 0NPOMETUNB, HO
OH TeM He MeHee 6naropogeH. CYacTMBaA IOHOCTb He 3HAeT, YTO CMOKOWHAaA paccyauTenbHOCTb BedeT K Lenu
ropasfo BepHee, HeXen rHes U yeiedveHune!

— Tbl npaB, — oTBe4yan Aptemngop. — Bbl Bce cmoTpenn B byayliee ¢ TaKUMM PagoCTHbIMU HaZexgamu,
4TO, 6bITb MOXKET, MHE, KaK O4HOMY M3 MNaAWmMX, He nogobano 37o... Ho Xnopwc, 3acny:KmBalowas HEHaBUCTH,
B03/1t061eHHanA XI0pUC BCeEMY BUHOW C €€ y»KacHbiM HeBepueM. A MouT ANWKNACA paccyaKa. Bce moun ybexxaeHus
6binK TeTHbI! M Korga, Bo3Bpalasch OT Hee, S yBUAAA B aTPUyMe OTBPATUTE/IbHbIX UA0N0B C UX HACMELLINBbIMU
y/blbKamu...

— Monuu! Tol 6e3aymHO pasgparkan pMmckoe obLecTBo. 34ecb HMKOrO He OcKopbaAloT 3a Bepy. Mol
MOXem 1 byaem TUXO M OCTOPOXKHO CAeAoBaTh MO NyTH, ACHOMY AAA nocnedosatenei EsaHrenus. Tonabko 6e3
6ypb, 6e3 Hacunumal U Tbl, goporoint Aptemmngop, 6ol 6bl YYACTHUKOM C TaKMM TPYAOM COCTaB/IEHHOFO MHOM
coto3a. Al He mory yTewuTbCA, Tepan Teba.

KOHowa BbINpAMMACA.

— Kak? Tbl coxaneewb 060 mHe? Ho pasBe 3TO He Bbicwana 60XKecTBEHHas MWUAOCTb — NobeaoHOCHO
ymepeTb 3a ydeHne HasapsaHuHa?



— TBoi npumep He nponget beccneaHo, ApTemnaop, — YCNoKoOUTeNbHO npolenTtan Hukogum. — Ho Tbl
MOT Obl }KUTb, }KUTb...

Cnosa HuKoamma 6b11v npepBaHbl BHE3aMNHbIM CMATEHMEM CPeaU Hapoaa.

— UmnepaTtop! — pasganvcb TbiCAYM TFONOCOB, M BCe B30Pbl 06paTMANCL MO HanpasneHuwo Porta
Querquetulana, oTKyaa meaneHHO NPUBAMKAANCL POCKOLLHbIE HOCUIKK C NypnypoBbiM 6angaxvHom. X Hecau
Ha LWecTax M3 MO030/I04EHHOrO0 KeApPOBOro AepesBa WWecTepo PoC/blX, BeNoKypbiX CUrambpoB B APKO-KPaCHbIX
opeKaax.

LWnpoKne 3aHaBecn 6blaM OTAEpHYTbl. Ha noaylwkax Boccegana ropaas, BEMYECTBEHHAA XeHLWWHA —
ArpunnuHa, maTb MMNepaTopa, a BO3/e Hee lOHOLWa NOopPasuUTebHOW KpacoTbl, ¢ 60AbWNMKU, MevTaTe/IbHbIMU
rnasamMu 1 NOJIHbIM, BbIPa3UTE/IbHbIM PTOM.

HavanbHMK KOHBOA B34POrHyn, ysuaes ero. OH 3Han, Kak HENPUATHDI 6b1n mmMmnepaTtopy HanoMMHaHUA O
BCEM TOM, 4YTO WO Bpa3pes C ero CNOKOMHbIM, ACHbIM XapaKTepom un B 0Cc0b6eHHOCTH, KaK ero Bo/JIHOBaIM cyabl n
UX XKeCToKne nocneacrsma.

«®apakKc, Tl nonancal — ckasan cebe conpgat. — Ecan npedekT y3HaeT 06 3Tom, TBOEW CnMHe NpuaeTca
ncnpoboBaTb N103bl LEeHTYPUOHa! KOHEYHO, 3TO TO/IbKO CAY4alHOCTb, HO ciyra npedeKTa pacniavnmBaeTca M 3a
Kanpusbl cyabbbl...»

— Wmnepatop! — BcKpuyan Hukogmm. — OH npoingetr B AByX larax ot Tebal Mpocu nommnosaHwms,
Aptemngop!

Tonna pasaBuHynacb. HMKOAMM CXBaTUA 33 PYKY MOJIOAY0 BAOHAMHKY, C r1yBOKMM coCTpadaHuem
CMOTPEBLUYIO Ha OCY*KAeHHOoro. [leByliKa BONPOCUTENbHO B3rAHYAa Ha Hero. B yme HuKkoamma, 40NXKHO 6biTb,
npoHecnacb 61ecTAWan MbiClb, MOTOMY YTO JIMLO €ro O03apu/oCb HEOMMAAHHOM pPafoCcTblo, a MNoYTH
TOp’KECTBYlOLLEE BblpayKkeHWe ryb, Kasanocb, roBopuao: «3To ygactcal»

HaKkNOHMBLWMKCD K AeBYLUKe, OH BbICTPO NpowenTan:

— AkT3, Tbl BUgMwWb! Camo Hebo yKasbiBaeT Ham nyTb! Eciv Tbl ewe comHeBanacb B TOM, YTO MJiaH MOW
npusateH locnogy WMucycy Xpucty, To 3Ta YygecHaa BCTpeya Ao/KHa ybeantb Tebs. Cnywal, yero a Tpebyto ot
Tebs! Mo moemy 3HaKy Tbl Bblligewb Brepea, 6POCULILCA MMMNEPATOPY B HOMM WM Chacelb OTBaXHOro
ApTtemugopal

— fl caenato 310! — otBevana AkTa. — Mosnch, UTobbl Le3apb BHAN MHe!

— Hagetocb Ha 3To, — npowentan Hukoaum. — TONbKO TOBOPU TaK e ropsayvo U MCKPEHHO, KaKk Tbl
yyscTBYelwb! Begb Tebe Kanb LBETYLLEN IOHOCTU, KOTOPYIO 6€3Kan0CTHO NOrybuT Tonop nanadya?

AKT3 MOJ1Ya B340XHY/1a, NPUCTANIbHO U POBKO CMOTpesia OHa B NeCTpyto ToNy.

«Kak oHa npekpacHa U mosnoga! — nogyman B3BONHOBaHHbIA HuKogum. — [pyroii Takon HeT B LEe/IoM
Pume... 9T0 AONKHO yAATbCA, HENPEMEHHO A0/TI}KHO !»

— [la 3ppaBcTBYeT umnepatop! — pasgaBanocb Bce 6amMke M 6aMKe. K 3TMM  KpuKam Tenepb
NPUCOEAMHUANCL 3BYYHblE [0/0CAa KOHBOMHbIX, pUMAAH U 6osbliel 4yacTu HasapAH. — YecTb M cnaea
umnepatopy! [a 3gpascreyeT Knasguit HepoH, oTpasa yenoseyecTsal

anepaTop cgenan 3Hak CBOMM cmraM6paM, M HOCWJIKM OCTaHoBMAUCL. [locne 6pr NPUBETCTBEHHDbIX
KPUKOB, Ha KOTOpble HepoH oTBeYan NPUBETAMBLIM ABUXKEHMEM PYKWU, HACTYNMIO NOAHOE 6esmonsue.

— Bot HecuacTHbIn! — obpaTnnaca oH K ArpunnuHe. — 03BOAWWb AK, JOPOras MaTb, CNPOCUTb Y CONAaAT,
KaKoe ero npectynieHue?



— [enali, KaK »enaelwb, — oTBeYana umnepaTpuua. — Bnacturenio mmpa HeCOMHeHHO noaobaeTt BHUKATb
[axe B MeJIouun, BCTPeYaloLLMecs Ha ero nyru.

— Menoun? — ycmexHynca HepoH, cMoTps B r1a3a matepu. — Yenosek B LeNsAX; Ha ero iMue oTpasuamncb
CTpajaHue 1 oTyasaHue... HeT, goporas maTb, Tbl TOBOPMLLIb TaK He OT cepaual HeyKenm goCcTOMHCTBO MmnepaTopa
TpebyeT TaKoro e HEeBHMMAHMA K HEeCcYacCTblo ero NoAdaHHbIX, KaKoe MOXHO OKasaTb y4acTu BOT 3TOM pO3bl,
nagatoLen ns TBOMX NPEKPacHbIX BONOC?

N uM3AWHbIM }KecTom OH nonpasuva LUBETOK, BbICKOﬂb3HyBLLIM171 n3-nog 6necmu.|,el71 avagembl, KOTOopaA
yAeprKnBana orHeHHO-KpacHOe NOKPbIBaso ArpunnuHsbl.

— Koro BepgeTte Bbl M B 4Yem MPOBUHMACA OH? — B6IAarOCKAOHHO npogonxan HepoH, obpawanck K
HaYa/IbHUKY KOHBOS.

— MNoBenuntenb, — OTBETUA CONAAT, — 3TO OTNyLWeHHUK Pnasus CuesunHa.

— Kak? Hawero gpyra, Be4Ho tOHOro ceHaTopa’?

— Ero camoro.

HepoH NpMcTanbHO NOCMOTPEN HA FOHOLLY, CTOABLUErO C ONYLEHHbIMU F1a3amu.

— B camom gene, A y3Hato ero... 3Tto ApTeMnaop, KOTOpbI OAHa)KAbl B NMapke pa3sepTbiBaa nepeg Hamu
pyKonucy IHHKA... Pnasuit CueBMH TaK pacxBanmBan Tebs, TBOM KayecTBa M yMm. A Tenepb A He NOHMMato!

— lNoBenutenb, — CHOBA 3aroBOpPW/I CONJAT, — OH OCYXAEH 3aKOHOM. OanH u3 pa603 3acCtan ero
NOHOCALWMM AOMaALUHUX boroB 1 3aTem CBeprHyswmm mx c LI,OKOﬂEVI.

— Aptemugop, — obpatunica HepoH K oHolle, — npasaa 37107?
OcyXAeHHbI NoAHAN cBOe NpeKpacHoe, baeaHoe ML C lyde3apHbiM B3OPOM.
— [a, noBenntenb, — TBEpPA0 OTBEYas OH.

— 3Han AM Tbl, — CO CMOKOMHOW CTPOroCTblo MPOAO/XKAA MMMEpPaTop, — 4YTO OcKopbaeHWe AOMalluHel
CBATbIHM HAKa3yeTcA CMepTbio?

— CmepTblo, B CMbIC/le 3aKOHa — aa!

— Yro Ke nobyamno Teba npespeTb STOT 3aKOH?

— /ltob0Bb K UCTUHE.

— Kakum obpasom?

— Bawm napbl 1 neHaTbl /I0XKHble BOXKECTBA, A e Bepyto B UCTUHHOrO bora, o KoTopom yunn Nucyc Xpucroc.
— Tbl Ha3apAHUH?

— [a, nosenutenb!

— 370 6b1710 U3BECTHO TBOEMY BbICOKOMY NoKposutento ®nasuto CuesmHy?
— [a, nosenuntens!

— OH npecnegosan 1eba 3a 310?

— Hert, nosenutenso.

— Tak Bepyi BO 4YTO Tbl XO4elb W MPeaocTaBb APYrMM BepoBaTb, BO UYTO OHWM xoTAT. CornaceH Tbl CO
CnpaBeaAUBOCTbIO 3TOro TpeboBaHMA?

— WNncyc XpucToc 3aBewan Ham pacnpocTpaHATb crnacuTenbHoe YyeHune u 60pOTbCF| NPOTUB NNOXKHbIX 6oros.
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— MycTb Tak! Bopucb — HO ToAIbKO Ayxom! MOXKHO An yberkaaTb NOAHATbIMM Kynakamu? U passe 6paHb —
dunocodcknin aprymeHT? MonCTUHE, Tbl 3aCNYXKUA TBOE HAaKasaHue, ApTemngop...

JIMuo crapliero KOHBOMHOrO Bbipasuio oropyeHne. OH 6bin Moyt ysepeH, 4To Knasauii HepoH csoeit
MMMEepaToOPCKOM BNACTbO OTMEHUT WUCMOAHEeHMe npurosopa. B 3Tom cnydyae, no3a LEHTYPUMOHA, ecTecTBEHHO,
[ONIXHa 6blna CNOKOMHO OCTaBaThCA B LWKady. BMecTo 3TOro, NpoTMB BCAKOro OXKMAAHUA, Le3apb oaobpan u
HaXoAMN 3aCNY>KEHHOM Ka3Hb, Ka3aBLUYOCA BapBapCcKoW 1 yctapenoi gaxke camomy dapakcy v ero Tosapuam!
[eno npMHMMano HenpuUATHbIA 060pOT.

Mexay Tem, NoBUHYACb 3HaKy HWKogMMa, M3 TONNbl CTPEMUTE/IbHO BblbeXKana AKT3 M ynana Ha KoJieHu
nepes HocuaKamu mmnepatopa. C HEBbIPA3UMOWN rpaLmMelt NOAHAB LBETYLLEE JIMYMKO K BAACTUTENIO MMPA, OHA
BOCK/IMKHYNA, BJIOXKMB B CBOKO MOJIbOY BCe Yapbl Y KEHCKOro 0banHuUA:

— MNomunnoBaHus, nosenmTens! NMomunosaHua moemy 6paty!

Monogoli umnepatop C M3YMAEHWEM W YAOBO/NLCTBUEM CMOTPEN Ha CTPOMHYI0 OUrypy AeBYLIKY,
YCTPEMMBLLEN Ha HEero CTpacTHO monawmi B3rnsag. Cama nmnepatpuua-maTb He MOTr/1a NoAaBUTb MUMOIETHOIO
COYYBCTBMSA K HEW, N Ha CYpPOBOM, TOPLAOM JINLLE ee Me/IbKHY/1a MArkas yiblbKa.

— fl TaK M Ayman, — CKasan TPOHYTbIK mmnepatop. — TOT, y KOro ecTb Takaa NpesiecTHan cecTpa, MOXKeT
nocTynaTb AypPHO BCAeACTBME HEOHAYMAHHOCTU UK 3abNyKAEHWSA, HO HE MOXKET ObITb AYPHbBIM YE/I0BEKOM.

OH 3a6blACA Ha HECKONbKO MFHOBEHW, HACNaXKLaAcCb ee KpacoToW, a MOTOM, CXBATWMB PYKY ArpunnuHbl,
3aroBopun ¢ napocom TeaTpasbHOro akTepa:

— Tpetbero gHa 6bin AeHb TBoero poxaeHua! A obbicKan Bcex lOBEAMPOB cpeau ABYX MWUIIMOHOB
HacesieHUs 3Toro ropoaa, Ytobbl co3gaTb HeYTo, AocTolHOoe Tebsa! Ho Hawen oAHy NAWLb 3TY *KaNKylo Anaaemy.
OparoueHHas cama no cebe, oHa BCe-TakM JaBUT TBOHO DOMKECTBEHHYHO ro/10BYy NOLOOHO 06pydy M3 KOPUHDCKOro
meTanna. Tenepb cyabba nocbinaet MmHe BbiclMiA Aap! Bo cnaBy TBOEro 4Opororo MMeHu, Bo3itobaeHHasas maTb, A
NOJ1b3YHOCb CBOMM NMPaBOM OCBOOOKAEHMA N NPOLLEHUA.

OH npvKasan KOHBOMHbIM NOABECTU OCYXKAEHHOrO K HOCW/IKam, MeXay Tem Kak AKT3 yaanunach, 6pocus Ha
umMmnepaTopa ropALmi, NONHbIA NPU3HATENbHOCTU B3MNAA,.

— Tbl cabiwan, — npounsHec HepoH, — a aapyto Tebe nomunosaHue! OtseguTe ero obpatHo B aom Pnasua
CueBuHa M nepeganTe 0 npoucweawem moemy npesocxogHomy apyry! CKaxkuTe, 4To s npolly ero nocaautb
NpecTynHMKa B 3aK/alo4eHne Ha Bocemb aHel. Tebe ke, oHOLWa, coBeTyio BbiTb BnaropasymHee u oCcTOpoXHee!
MoBTOPAID: €CAn pUMCKME BOorm KaxkyTca Tebe npuspakamu, To NOKAOHANCA U3unae uau Fopy, MAK KoMy 3Haellb,
HO 0by34ai TBOM HEBO3AEPKHbIN A3bIK U HE OCKOpbIAl YyBCTB KBUPUTOB!

M'y6bl IOHOLWM APOTrHYAM, BYATO, HECMOTPA Ha MUIOCTb MMMEPaTopPa, OH BCE-TaKM XOTEN BO3PaKaTb eMmy, HO
COEPKABLUMCb, OH CKPECTUA Ha FPYAMN PYKM U efiBa CAbILWHO NPOU3HEC:

— bnarogapto, nosenutens.

Conpatbl npedekTa c 06pasoBaHHbIM Papakcom BO rnaBe, TOTYAC CHAMM C Hero uenu. C 3To MUHYTbI C HUM
Havann 0b6paLLaTbCA BEXKANBO U NOYTUTENBHO, U DapaKc NO34PaBUA ero KPENKUM PYKONOXKaTUEM.

B aome ®nasusa CueBuHa OCBOOOMKAEHHbLIW BCTPETU/ BOCTOPMKEHHbIA MPUEM: BECTb O MU/IOCTU K Hemy
Mmnepatopa euwe paHblle gonetena cioga. CueBMH AMYHO MPUHAN ero B ocTuyme. Pab ke, c TaKoM
MOCMELWHOCTbIO AOHECIIMI O HEOCTOPOXKHOM MOCTYMNKe APTEMMUAOPA, YXKE 33 HECKO/IbKO AHel neped Tem 6bin
noZapeH KOMy-TO BMNaBLUMM B r1ybOKoe oropyeHne ceHaTopoM.



Fnasall

MmnepaTopcKkme HOCUNKM ABUHYNAUCH Janblie cpean BOCTOPKEHHbIX KPUKOB TOAMbI.

HepoH n ArpunnuHa Bo3Bpalianucb M3 goma AdpaHus Byppa, HayaNbHMKA NPETOPUAHCKOM rBapauuy,
HEKOTOpPOe Bpems CTpafaBluero AnxopagKoi. Mo oT3biBy Bpaya, 6onesHb H6blia He onacHa, HO BAUATE/IbHOMY
npedekTy reapann cnefoBano okasbiBaTb 0CO6EHHOE BHUMaHMe.

Koraa HOCUIKN N UX BOGHHAA CBUTA NOKUHYAN KMNPCKYIO YAuLY, MbICAW MMNepaTpuLbl CHOBa 06paTUAUCH K
60/1bHOMY Byppy.

Ee Mmyunno TaHoe HeAOBONLCTBO: Yem Bosiee OHa ybexKganack B HapogHOM NtobBU K HeKorga oborkaemomy
el0 CblHY, TeM cuibHee npobysKaanacb B Hell PeBHOCTb K CTOAb ONacHOMy conepHuky. OHa cTapanach
0cB0O6OAUTLCA OT THETA OMACeHUI, AyMas AULlb O TOM, YTO MOT/I0 Obl BO3BPATUTb €M 0ObIYHYIO CAaMOYBEPEHHOCTb.
HauyanbHuk reapauun bypp v 6biBwKi BocnuTaTenb HepoHa CeHeKa 40 cMX MOpP C HENokKonebumon BepHOCTbIO
noaAep>KMBanun ee, Koraa Aeno Wao O PyKOBOACTBE MOJIOAbIM MMMNEPaTOPOM, O BeAeHUU rocyaapCTBeHHbIX Aen
B ee AyXe WU O BHYLIEHWW ee CbIHy, YTO OHa, ArpunnuHa, ecTb MepBOe NULO UMMEPUU, OH Xe, — TO/bKO
BTOpOCTeneHHoe, Ha OCHOBaHWWN eCTeCTBEHHOrO 3aKOHa CbIHOBHEro A0ra.

N ecnn, Takum obpasom, Bypp 6bin ee meyom, a Jliounit AHHelt CeHeKa — LWMTOM, TO K 4emy eM
TPEBOXMUTLCA M3-3a pornoTa Man ogobpeHua Hapoaa? Yto el 3a A4eno A0 TeMHbIX, TalHbIX CNYXOB, KOTOpble, —
OHa YyBCTBOBA/Ia 3TO TaK *Ke, KaK YyBCTBYIOT B30p BparkaebHoro Habnogatens, — NoBCcloAy Nepexoansn us ycrT B
ycTta? Jlydwero npedekTa, yem bypp, oHa He Morna KenaTb: OH BOCTOPra/csa ee KpacoTol, 6bl1 NnpusHaTesieH 3a
KaXKayto MUAOCTUBYIO YAblIGKY, 60 6onee Bcero H6b1a1 NOrNOLLEH CO3HAaHMEM CBOEro Aosra u 3abotamu o obuwem
6nare. Mpu 3TOM, OH NOHMMAJI, YTO ONbITHaA, CNOCOOHAA KeHLWMHa NPUHECET rocyaapcTBy 6onblle Nosb3bl, YeM
e/lBa CO3PEBLUMIA, MeyTaTe IbHbIN IOHOLWA...

— O yem Tbl 3aAymanacb, MaTb? — CMPOCUA MMNEPATop MO-rPevyeckn. — Tbl He NpUMeyYaellb MOKAOHOB
CEHATOpPOB...

— B camom gene? A He BLUAana HUKOro...

— Ham BCTpeTusca Tpasea 3T CO MHOTMMU KIMEHTaMWU. A KUBHYN eMmy; Tbl e He TO/IbKO He OoTBeTuNa Ha
€ro nNpuBeT, HO AaXKe KakK 6bl HaMepeHHO CKpblacCb 3a 3aHaBECKOW.

— Tebe TaK noKasanocb, — BO3pa3uia ArpunnuHa. — XOTA Ta PaACCEAHHOCTb NPOCTUTE/NbHA MaTepsm,
HenpepbIBHO 3aHATbIM 61arom CBOMX CbiHOBeW. A Aymana o TBoel byaylWwHOCTU U, CKa3aTb NpaBay, OHa CU/IbHO
3a60TUT MmeHA.

— 3a60T1uT? MNMoyemy? PasBe y HOr MOMX He NIEeXUT UBeTywmin mmp? Pa3se a He uesapb? [a, KASHYCb 3TUM
ACHbIM He6OM, A MOry Pa3NUTb CHaCTbe A0 CaMbIX OTAANEHHbIX CTPaH, A0 TeX Npeaenos, rae B mope eule beneet
puMckuii napyc! Hapog moi ntobut meHsa! U ceiyac, cabiwana Tbl, Kak U3 TbICAYM YCT, NOAOOHO rOPHOMY MOTOKY,
BblpBa/CA OMNYLINTENbHbIN BharoAapcTBeHHbIN KAUK? «[la 3apaBcTByeT umnepatop!l.. Oa 3apascteyeT Knasauii
HepoH, oTpaga yenoseyectsal!» O, MaTb, A1 MEHA 3TU KJIMKKW 3By4aT NOA06HO NpasaHUYHOMN NecHU BeccmepTHbIX
6oros!

ArpuvnnuHa, BCNbIXHYB, Meg/eHHO NoKa4vana BE/IMYECTBEHHOM r0/I0BOMN.

— Tem He meHee A 03aboyeHa, MO MabYMK. Thl KasKelllbCA MHE C/IMLIKOM MATKMM, CAULLIKOM YCTYNYMBbIM
ONA yXacHoi 06A3aHHOCTU Le3apsA. TBOW HEBUHHbLIM B30p He MpMMevaeT CTPALlHOrO KOBapcCTBa, TasLLerocs
KPYrom B 3aKOY/IKax OTBPaTUTE/IbHOM 3aBMCTU. Tbl AO/KEH C paHHUX NeT NpaBuTb ¢ Nogobatoleit CypoBOCTbIO.
Xopolua HapoaHas N0b0oBb, HO CTPax HapOAHbIN eLle Nyylle 1 BepHee. B 3ToM, Kak 1 B APYrMxX BasKHbIX BOMpocax,
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[0oBepbcA MOel UckyleHHocTu! JonycTn MeHA AeCcTBOBaTb, KOrda A HaxoXy 3To 6naropasymHbim! lymaelb au
Tbl, YTO TaK NOYTUTE/ILHO NPEK/IOHSAIOWMECA Nepes TBOMM Be/IMYMEM CEHATOPbI AENCTBUTE/IbHO MPOHMKHYTbI UM?
O, Kak Mano 3Haelb Tbl PUMCKUX apucToKkpaToB! OHKM gymatoT: HepoH — Le3apb TO/IbKO No Hawel munoctu! U
€C/IN OHW 3aMbICNAT MATEX WU TOMY NPeACcTaBUTCA Cy4Yail, OHWU CBEPrHYT Tebs TakK Ke, KaKk nepen Tobol ceepram
Knasaus!

— KnaBaua? — c usymneHvem nosTopua nmnepaTop.

— [a, TBOEro 0TYMMa, MOEro BbICOKOro cynpyra. Ero oTpaBMAu YneHbl BEPpXOBHOIO COoBeTa.

— CeHeKa pacckasbiBan MHe Apyroe, — Bo3pasua HepoH.

ArpunnuHa nobneaHena, Ho BHeLIHE COXPaHAA CNOKOMCTBUE, cnpocuna:

— 3710 MnobonbITHO. Toraa, Kak Tebe N3BECTHO, CEHAT BOCMPETU/ BCAKOE pacc/ieaoBaHue, U 04HO 3T0...

— PaccnepoBaHne 6b110 6bl 6ecnosie3Ho, TaK Kak OTpaBuTeNa Hesb3sA 6bl1o 06anMunTb. Heyxkenn Tbl B
CaMoM gefie He AoraablBaellbea?..

MmnepaTpuua 3aTpeneTana.
— HUCKoNbKO He AoraapbiBalocb, — OTBEYasa OHa, 3aKpblBadA rnasa.

— Tak Tebs waaunu, — npogonkan HepoH. — [IpecTynsieHne COBEPLIEHO NMYHbIM Bparom Knasaus,
oTnyweHHKom EsTponuem.

— DTO MHe M3BECTHO, — npowenTana AI'pMﬂI'IMHa, — HO A nonarana, 4Tto OH 6b1n NMWb opyanem ropasao
6onee BbICOKMX nnu.

— Het! UmnepaTop Knasguii npurposna npueaedb ero K OTBETCTBEHHOCTM 338 MHOTOYUC/EHHbIE KPaXXnN U
NPecTynHUK Nocnewmnn npeaynpeanTs cBoero cyabto. OH ncues beccnegHo paHblue, YemM ero Moran cxBaTuTb. Ho
OCTaBMM 3TOT FPYyCTHbIN NpegMmeT. MNpunomuHan npegoctepexeHnna CEHEKU, A BUNKY, YTO BOBCE He [O/IKEH Obln
KacaTbCa ero.

OH 3afepHyN 3aHaBeCKy, KaK 6bl enaa 3almUTUTb YyBCTBMTE/bHYIO CTPaAanuLy OT CAMLIKOM SPKOro cBeTa.
MOTOM, HEXXHO MONOXKMB FOIOBY Ha NJeYO0 MaTepw, ryboKo B3AO0XHY U BHE3aMNHO CNPOCUA ee:

— Kak noHpasunacb Tebe benoKypas AeByLUKa, NPOCMBLIAA MOMWAOBAHMUA OTNYLWEeHHMKY ®nasua CuesuHa?
— fl He obpaTnna Ha Hee BHUMaHWA.

— Mo-moemy, oHa ovapoBaTtesbHa!l 3TO AETCKM HEBMHHOE nMUO, 3TM 4YyaHble rna3a!l OHa HemHoro
HanoMHWIa MHe cTaTyto lMcrxen B AKEPOHUM, HO B ThICAYY pa3 Kpacusee U usee!

— TBou cnoBa 3By4aT BAOXHOBEHHO. K cOXKaneHuto, 3TOT TOH yaaeTcs Tebe TONbKO Tam, rAe OH He COBCEM
ymecTeH. Ecnm bbl Tbl XOTb Ha NOJIOBMHY BOCXULLacA Tak OkTaBuei!

— Martb, s Bcerga 6bi1 Teb6e NOKOPHbIM CbIHOM, W TEMEPb A NOCAyLWaloch Tebs, Tem 6osiee, YTO U MOKOMHbIN
Cynpyr TBOW »efan 3Toro coko3a...

— MNocnywatocb! TOYHO 3TO HaKa3aHUE — KEHUTbCA Ha 3HATHEMNLLEN M NpenecTHeNLEN AeBYLIKE CTOANLbI!

— [Ana apyrux, 6biTb MOXeT, 3TO 6b110 6bl HEM3MEPMMOE CYACTbe, — CAEPNKAHHO NPOU3HEC MMMNepaTop. —
fl He ocnapuBato ee AOCTOMHCTB, HO HE YMEI0 OLEHUTb UX. OKTaBMA CAULIKOM COBEPLUEHHA AN MEHA.

— Heyxenu Tbl yxKe gowen oo sToro cBomm ymom? Tebe, KOHeUHO, HpasBuaack 6bl 6onblLle LBETOYHMLA U3
Apruneta uAM nopxatowmnii MoTbliIeK BpoAe apdUCTKM X0pUC, KOTOPOW HEeAAaBHO Bbl PACTOYMANM TaKue
npeysesMYeHHble NOXBanbl? Bac Bcerga TAHET TyAa, rae He 060MTUCE 6e3 rpAa3un, KaK yTBeEPKAAET IHHUN.

— He bygem ccoputbes, goporaa matb! A xeHiocb Ha OkTaBuu, byay yBa)kaTb ee M 0bpalwatbca C HeW
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coobpasHO ee nNosoxKeHuto. Ho nobutb ee mMeHA He MOryT NPUHYAUTb camu beccmepTHble 6orn. Ipoc He
ABNAETCA NO NPUKa3aHUIO: OH NpuMXoAuT 6e3 30Ba M 4acTo KaK pas Ty[a, OTKyAa PacCyZloK AONXeH 6bia 6bl
U3rHaTtb ero. na Hero AobpoaeTenb M BbICOKME KayecTBa He MMEIoT 3HauyeHUA. PabbiHAM ciydyanocb Bo3byKaaTb
60/bLUYIO CTPACTb, YeM MpuMHLEccamM M, Kak ysepaeT CeHeKka, BbiCLlee MpaBo MpW 3TOM BCeraa npuHagnesKuT
pabbliHe.

— MycTaku!

— He nycTaku, nossosib Tebe ckasaTb! B 3Tom cnyyae pabbiHA npeacTaBaseT coboli BbipakeHUe BOJM
npupoAbl; NPUPOAA Ke NPaBAUBEE U UCKPEHHEE YeN0BEYECKMX YCIOBHOCTEN.

— Tak CeHeka ¥ 3TOoMy yuumT Tebs? — c A0CagIMBbIM CMexom cnpocuna ArpunnuHa. — [pekpacHo!
KarkeTtcs, cBoelt baecTalen Teopmen oH CoBepLIEHHO pasbuBaeT MO NPAKTUYECKUI ONMbIT.

— Tbl HecnpaBea/iMBa K Hemy. [ogobHble pasmbIWAEHUS AMWb NPUM CAydyae OH NpucoeguHsaeT K
pasbACHeHWIO Tpareauii. Ho HeT HM Mmaneiwero nosoaa cepauTbes. Moe cepaue cBoboaHo. bnarogapsa moemy
NpPeBOCXOAHOMY BOCTMIUTATE/IO, A HAYYMICA BO3AEpPXKaHUIo. Pasryn apysel Bcerga CayKua mHe vb NpeameTom
HabnogeHu. A HUKoraa He Ntobun 1 gaxe COMHeBatoCb, cnocobeH nu K 1tobBu. Tem He MeHee NoBTopsto Tebe,
YTO 51 OTHECYCb K Hallel OKTaBMM CO BCEM HEXKHOCTbIO, Ha KOTOPYIO MMEET NpaBo cynpyra umnepartopa. [loBosbHa
JIN Tbl, MaTb?

— He coBcem. MeHA oropyaet 310 paBHoaywue. OKTaBuA cosfaHa ana Teba. Ee AcHoe, HenogKynHoe
cykaeHve 6yaer 60nbWOW NOAMOroM MeuYTaTeNto, EXKeYaCHO PUCKYloWeMy 3abbiTbCs B PpUAOCOPCKUX
Pa3MbIWNEHNAX UAM B BOAOBOPOTE XYyAOMKECTBEHHON ¢daHTasmn. Tebe mssecteH moik 0bpas mbicnei. Ctos —
NpPeKpacHas LWKo/a, HO OHa He AO0/KHA UCTOWATb HalM cuabl. MICKYCcCTBO MMeEeT NAeHUTEeNbHY NpenecTb, HO
LUe3apb He [OO0/KEeH nNpeBpallaTbCAd B XYAOXHMKA. Meutaih, HO He 3abbiBait xusHu! CTpoi TeaTpbl,
NOKPOBUTENLCTBYA MOZAHbLIM MO3Tam, 6pocal AeHbrM, Kak OBeC, No4 HOrM MeBUOB M My3blKaHTOB, HO Cam He
COUMHAK U He aeknamupyi! He noi, nogobHO M3HeeHHON AeByoHKe! MpenocTtaBb CTpyHbl neBuam! Pyka,
Aep)Kallan CKMNeTp, He co34aHa AN nepebupaHus cTpyH. Bot mow B3rnag Ha npeamet, u OKTaBua byaeTt BAUATb
Ha TebA MMEHHO B 3STOM HAMpPaB/IEHUW.

HepoH ynblbHyCA.

— Tbl MHe COBEepLIEHHO HaNoOMHUAA Te AHM, KOrda ele Apana MeHsA 33 ylM MNocjle MOMX LasocTein B
Cybype c CbIHOBbAMM NeKapen 1 XxapyeBHUKOB!

— YK He Xo4elb /1M Tbl 3aNPETUTb MHE NOPULLATb BbIPALLLEHHOIO MHOM CbiHa? — C pa3gpaKeHnem cnpocunia
ArpunnuHa. — KT1o caenan 1ebs Tem, 4to Tbl ecTb? MoA BcemoryLwiana pyka Bo3sena Teba Ha npecton. Noka Tbl
npu3HaeLwb 3To, TBOM A,006pbIN reHnii ByaeT oxpaHATb Tebs. Ho nonpobyi BO3MYyTUTLCA, U A COMHEBAIOCh, YTOObI Y
TebA XBATWU/I0 CU/bl YAEPIKATLCA HA TAKOM rON0BOKPYKUTE/IbHOM BbICOTE.

— Tbl BOJIHYELIbCA COBEPLUEHHO HanpacHo. BoamyTtutbcAa? Tbl mepsBas MPOM3HEcCNa 3TO OTBpaTUTEsIbHOE
CNoBO. f MpeKpacHO 3Halo, YTO HMKOro, Aarke Le3apA He HecyecTUT MOBUHOBEHWe coBeTam matepu. OgHoro
TO/IbKO MHe XOTenocb 6bl, Tak KaK Mbl yXe 3aroBopuan o6 3Tom, YTobbl Tbl HECKO/IBKO CMArYMAa U ymepuna
dopmy 3TMX coBeToB. Bpag v Tbl Morna 6bl enaTb, 4TOObl KTO-HUMBYAb MMEN NPABO MNOCMEATLCA Hag Yyepecuyp
AeTCKoW NOKOPHOCTbIo HepoHa.

— fl He 3Hato, KaKkoM noBoA Mmeelwb Tbl... — Ha4vazla mnepaTpnua C rHEBOM.

— TaK, Tak, maTb! Ho A BMIKY, Tebe Taxen Haw pasrosBop. Mpekpatum ero. HanpacHo A ynomsaHyn 06 stom. C
TeYeHMeM BPpeMeHU BCe CrnaguTcsa camo coboii.

— Ho Beab Tbl BUAMLLIb, — XUBO BO3pa3nia OHa, — KaK A AaneKa OT JIMYHOro yectonobua! MHave, pa3se A
Tak xionoTtana 6bl 0 TBOEKN KeHUTbbe? bpak 3TOT, ecTecTBEHHO, YMeHbWMUT MOe BJINAHMKeE. OKTaBuMn, Kak
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mmMmnepaTtpuue, NnpuHagneXnT sHa4yntesbHaAa posib, KOTOpan...

— Mory cebe npeacTtaBuTb, — ycmexHynca HepoH. — OHa B3opom Apryca byaeTt Habatogatb 3a Tem, 4TobbI
HUMKOr4A M HUrae He Oblna MponyweHa HM OfHa LEepemMOHMA, HeCMOTpPA Ha BCHO ee Henemnoctb B MOem
noHMmaHun. OHa byaeT TpeboBaTb, UTOOLI A KaxKgoe yTpo moauaca oborkaemomy Pomyny, utobbl nosecun cebe
Ha Wew amyneT ¢ n3obparkeHnem BONYMLbLI U FTONOAHbIX 61M3HELOB M YTOObI 5 NOMOran e BepuTb, KOraa B
Kaxkgom cobblTn oHa byaeT BUAeTb HenocpeacTeeHHoe yyacTne KonuTtepa n ero HexkHom FOHOHBI.

— A ecnun 6bl OHa U Aenana sBce 310, YTO TyT XyAOI’O?

— Xygoro? — nosTopua umnepatop. — Hy, A He 3Halo, YTO Tbl AyMmaelb O 6OXKECTBEHHOM UCTOPUMN HALLMX
npeakos. Tbl HUKOrAA He paccKasbiBaia MHe O HuX, [larke Korga s 6bia ewe manbuymMkom. Monarato NO3TOMy, YTO
HallKW B3rNsAAbl O4MHAKOBbI.

— A UMeHHO?
— fl He Bepto HAPOAHbIM CKasKam.
— [1a? A yemy Ke Tbl BEpPULLL?

— Pa3Be 3T0 MOXHO cKasaTb cpasy? Bmecte ¢ CeHeKon A Beplo B CyLWEeCTBOBaHNE MOrydein nepBoObITHOMN
CWJIbl, CKPbITOrO, BCEOBBEMIOLLETO M BCEMPOHMLAOLWEro Ayxa. [lyx 3TOT MBET U B HAC; €ro BOAA U ero 4YyBcTBa
— CYTb Hawa BOAA M Hawu 4yectBa! Ho GOroB TakMX, KakKMM MOKAOHAETCA Hapog, A CYMTAI0 BbIMbIC/IOM,
HeobXo4MMbIM 418 TOTO, YTOObI CIYKUTb OCHOBOW Pa3pyLUAOLLECA HPAaBCTBEHHOCTM Hallero obuLecTsa.

ArpunnuHa goaro monyana.

— 3HaeWwb, CblH MOW, — CKas3ajla OHAa HaKoHeW, — Tbl HaXo4MWbCA Ha CaMOM BEpHOM nNyTU K
rocygapcTBEHHOMY MPECTYN/NEHUIO, B TOYHO TAKOM KE POJe, KaK MPecTyn/seHMe TONbKO YTO MOMM/IOBAHHOIO
Toboi ApTemuaopa.

HepoH ynbibHynCA.

— Tbl MUMeeLLb CAUNLLKOM HU3KOE MHEHME O MOE CMETAUBOCTU. fl ymeto OTAeNATb MMNepaTopa OT YacTHOro
nvua. Mepes ceHAaTOM, KOHEYHO, f OCTEPErYCb IEFKOMbIC/IEHHO BblpaXaTb Mon dpunocopckune yoexxaeHus. Tam s
6yay roBopuTe 0 MHorontobnumon MuHepBe He Xy)Ke rnynenwero ns rnynuos. Ho aTo HUCKONbKO He nomellaet
MHe HaxoAWUTb CKYYHbIM, €CIM U [OMA, KaK MY, A BbIHYXAeH Byay NpoAo/iKaTb Ty e KOMeAuto, U eCn Aaxe B
CnanbHe Co MHOW byaeT *Kpuua, BepAalwas B Bona Esponbl! YyaecHbih 60r 6bia 3TOT 3AJIMHCKO-PUMCKUIA 3€eBC,
nepennbiBLIMN Mope C Aoyepbto uapa AreHopa Aas Toro, Ytobbl NPOM3BECTU Ha KPUTCKMX Ayrax MuHoca u
PapgamaHTa!

AI’pMI‘II‘IVIHa noxana nnevyamu.

— BepuTb B tOnuTepa, Kak B LapA BCENEHHOMW, N MPMHUMATbL 33 YMUCTYIO MOHETy ¢GaHTasMu rpeyeckoro
HapoAHOro NosTa — ABe pasHble BeLun.

— WUCTMHHO BepylowMii BepyeT M B ¢aHTasuu, — Bo3pasun HepoH. — Ecam 6bl 6bInO MHaye, TO
XY[0KeCTBEHHble N306paKeHNA TaKMX FynbIX 3N1M3040B CYMTANNCL Bbl OCKOpbHeHem B6orKecTsa.

— Botocb, Tbl cam CTapaellbcs BO MHOMomM ybeautb ceba, — 3ameTuna mmnepatpuua. — Ho snpodem, A
6narogapto TebA 3a OTKPOBEHHOCTb. YBbI! K uemy oTpuuath? A BMXKY, Tbl CbiH CBOen matepu. Tbl yragan, 4yto 6oru
WU MHe BMOJIHE YyKabl. A Bepto TONbKO B 0AMH POK, NpeAHaYyepTaBLUNI HaLl M3HEHHbIN NYTb C Ha4yana Ao KoHua.
Kpome TOro, A Beplo elle 1 B TO, YTO HEKOTOPbIM M3BpaHHUKAM A3eTca cMaa yKpallaTbh 3TOT NyTb LIBETAMM Tam,
rae npocTble CMepTHble HaxoAAT OAHO NMlib TepHue. A Beplo B CUMAY AyXxa, MHOrAa NpuHyXaatouwero Pok K
ycTynkam. [na 3Toro HeobxoAnMbl AICHOCTb U CMOKOWCTBUE YMa, YMeHbe N0/b30BaTbCA BCEMU MPenumMyLLecTBamm
W NOCTOSAHCTBO B MpecsienoBaHUK Lenn. Bce aTn KadecTsa y Teba ToNbKO B 3a4aTke. OKTaBMA Ke CKOPO pa3oBbeT
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UX.
— OkTaBuA? Tuxaa OKTtaBma?

— OHa Tuxa To/MbKO B TBOoem npucytcTeuu. Camas 3aypagHas [AeByllKa M Ta Agoraganacb bbl, YTO Tbl He
pasgensewsb ee YyBcTB. OHa N0BUT TebA Bcem cepauem, Tbl e, HECMOTPA Ha ApyXentobue K Held, ellle HU pasy
He roBopwUA C Hel ronocom Ao6su. OT 3TOro, CbiH MO, OHa YyBCTBYET cebs CTeCHEHHOW, MOUYTM YHUUTOXEHHON.
Ecin 6bl He 60s3Hb BO3OYAUTb 06OLLEe BHMMaHME U He Hafexkaa nobeauTb HAaKOHEL, TBOe pPaBHOAYyLUME, OHa
AaBHO nopsana bbl Bce.

— 370 6b110 6bI Camoe Nyylee! — 3aaymumBo NpolwenTtan HepoH.

— 370 6bI10 6bl TBOEM rMbenblo! — BCKpMUYana Bo3mylleHHas ArpunnuHa. — MpuU3HaCb, YTO MHE AABHO
Y)Ke 40 MYKM CMEPTHOM HacKyduna TBos fegaHas XxonogHocTb K OkTaBun. Al Tpebylo, yTobbl Tbl NepemeHunca. U
TaK Kak Tebe He ypaetca posib eHuxa, TO S No3aboyycb NOCKOpee COeguHUTL Bac. BbiTb MOXKET, oHa 6osblue
noHpasuTcA Tebe, Koraa Tbl byaelwb 061a4aTb €10 U BNOJHE Y3HAelb ee.

— Martb! Beab MHe gaH 6bin ele rog CPoKy.
— 370 cAnwKom gonro!
— Ho bl gana cnoso.

— Al 6epy ero Hasag,. MoxKanyi, 3Ty 3umy ele Tbl MoXKewb GUAOCOPCTBOBATb M COUMHATL Tpedyeckue
Tpareamu. Ho KaK TO/IbKO 3anaxHeT BECHOW...

— Toraa npuaeT KoHel, moel BecHe! — B340XHYN umnepatop. — Hy, mbl ewte norosopum o6 atom!
Hocunkum octaHoBMAKCH Nepes, 4BOPLOM.

CWAbHO paccTpoeHHas, MMMepaTpuua-maTb OTMPaBMacb B CBOM MNOKOW. HepoH e ToTyac 3abbin
HenpUATHLIN pa3roBop. B KosioHHaze npuBeTcTBoBan ero CeHeka M NpUraacua NporynaTbea ¢ HUM o obeaa. MNog,
BbICOKMMM AepeBbAMU NANAaTUHCKUX CaZoB MyApblA yYUTENb PAacCKasbiBasi CBOEMY /Il0O03HATE/IbHOMY YYEHUKY
YyygecHble WUCTOPUM O HOBOM [AyXOBHOM, MOKa elwe TakHOM M HEenpUMETHOM LOBWXKEHWW, Nofd, WUMEHEM
Ha3apsAHCTBA PaCNpPOCTPaHABLIEMCA C BOCTOKAa Ha 3anaj, W NpeacTaBAsBLIEM B OCHOBaX CBOEro y4YeHusa MHorue
HEOXMAAHHble TOYKM COMPUKOCHOBEHUSA C pPUMCKOM dunocodpuelr; BCIeacTBME Yero OHO HECOMHEHHO
3aC/YKMBAJIO U3yYEHMA TAaKUMM CBODOAHBIMU OT NPeapaccyaKoB AH0AbMU, Kaknmm 6bian HepoH n CeHeka.

-13 -



Fnasa lll

Mpowna Hepena.
B ManaTMHCKOM ABOpPLE TONbKO YTO OKOHYMACA 3aBTPaAK.

ArpunnuMHa cugena Ha LUBETacTOM AMBaHe nof gepeBbAMM W bHecepsoBana € HeboNbLOW Ky4vyKoW
n36paHHUKOB, Cpeam KOTOPbIX, N0 0BbIKHOBEHWUIO, MePBEHCTBOBA FrOCYAAPCTBEHHbIN MUHUCTP U dunocod Jlroumii
AHHen CeHeKa, 6AMCTaBLWINM YMOM U OCTpOoymMem. Bo3ne Hero cTos/1 HavanbHUK rBapanun bypp, Bnepsble nocne
BbI30POB/JIEHUA ABMBLUMIACA BO ABOPEL, M HACNAKAABLUMICA ANLE3PEHMEM MMMEepPaTPULbl, NOAO06HO TOMy, KaK
cnyxuTenb MuTpbl HacnaxKaaeTca CUAHWMEM COMTHLA. TyT e Haxoanaca u nnemaHHUK CeHeku, toHbI NoaT JlyKaH,
A3BUTE/IbHbIE 3MNUIPAMMbl KOTOPOFO Ha PUMCKMX APUCTOKPATOB MOCAYKWUAW eMy Yy MMNepaTpuubl Nydlein
peKkomeHaaLmen, Yem camble ycepaHble Noxsabl AAAMN.

MoKa ArpuMnnuHa, OKPY*KeHHan CBOMM LBOPOM, O4apPOBbLIBaA TEX, KTO HE HAaXOAW 3Ty BMOJIHE pPacLBeTLWYIO,
FOPAYI0 XeHLMHY Yepecyyp NoBEeANTENbHON N MyXKecTBeHHOMW, HepoH, No3abbiB cepbesHble yBelLeBaHWA CBOEro
YYEeHOro BocnuTaTtens, NOTUXOHbKY McHes.

B monozom mmnepatope, NPOTMBOPEYa YTOHYEHHO BOCMUTAHHOMY M MPOHUKHYTOMY YYeHOCTblo HepoHy,
npobyKaanca MHoraa U Apyroi, MeHee BbICNPEHHbIN Ye/I0BEK, KOTOPbIN, NO4, BAUAHUEM BECE/IOr0 NOBEPEHHOTO,
CodoHua TurennnHa, no BpemeHam bOpan Bepx Hag NepBbiIM M Aesan PobKMe MNOMbITKM MNPaKTUYECKoro
03HAKOMJIEHMA C ¥U3HbIO U ee pasHoobpasHbiIMKU HacnaxaeHuamn. CopoHunit TurennnH us ArpureHta caenanca
nsBecteH nmnepartopy B Circus Maximus, Kak obnagatens Aydlmx, Bceraa nobexaaBmnx PbICUCTbIX JIOWaaen.
HepoH npurnacun ero B8 MMNEPaATOPCKUN MyAbBMHAPWUI, MO34PaBUA, U Obll TaK BOCXWULLEH MJIEHUTE/IbHOM
Nnobe3HOCTbI0 BecTAWEro HaesgHMKa, YTO MeXAy HMMM CKOpPO 3aBf3afiacb MCKpPeHHAs apyrkba. Tak Kak
TuUrennnH npexae y»e 3aHMMaa MecTo CBepXLTaTHOro BOeHHoro TpubyHa, To HepoH caenan ero opuuepom
NPEeTOPUAHCKON FBapAMM M HA3HAUYM/ COCTOATb NpPU cBoei ocobe. CeHeKa xoTen OblIo BOCNPOTUBUTLCSA ITOMY,
NOTOMY YTO TPUALATUNETHUIA TUTENNINH CAbI1 CaMbIM OTYasiHHbIM NMOKOPUTE/IEM CEPAEL, BO BCel ctonuue, Aa U
BoobLe BHyLWan K cebe oueHb Mano aosepua. Ho HepoH Tak HanMpan Ha ero CBETCKUE U apTUCTUYECKUE TanaHThl,
yTo CeHeKa yCTynua U TONbKO PeLUn € YABOEHHON 6ANTENbHOCTBIO NPUCMATPUBATL 38 MMMNEPATOPOM.

CodoHuit TurennnH snepsble Npobyamn B HepoHe CKNOHHOCTb K MPUKAOYEHMAM W, Bnarogapa cCBoOew
HEUCTOWMMOW M306peTaTeNlbHOCTU CyMesa 3aCTaBUTb €ro MepenTu OT KenaHusa K aenctsuam. Mmnepatopa
pa3bupano WMHoOrga CTPAcTHOE KenaHue 3aTepsaTbca B Toane, He 6yayyum y3HAHHbIM, fenaTb 3aHATHble
HabntoaeHUs, NnogMeYaTb Pas/IMYHbIE CLLEHbI U Cly4an U OTbICKMBATb HACTOsALLEE, HEUCNOPYEHHOE Ye10BeYECTBO.
CHavana BbIXOAKM MMnepaTopa bblan KpaliHe HeBMHHOrO cBoWcTBa, U COPOHUIN TUrenIMH Onacanca CAULLKOM
OTKPOBEHHO UrPaTb PoJib cobnasHuTena. OH Aoporo 3anaatua Obl 3a 370, ecaum 6bl KakMe-HMbyYaAb CAYXM AOLWAK A0
CeHeKkn. Ho oH TBEpAO HafeANCA, UTO CO BpeMeHEM BCE YCTPOUTCA camo coboli. To, 4To Tenepb Ka3anocb NOYTH
ManbyMWecTBOM M pebayecTBOM, AOMKHO 6bl10, HECMOTPsA Ha npepoctepexeHna CeHeKW, NOCTEMEHHO
nepepoamnTbcs B GE3YMHYIO axay YAO0BONbCTBUM WU HacnaxaeHun, a torga CopoHun TurennmH ctaHOBUJICA
rocnoAMHOM MonoXeHuA. CTos, BbITECHEHHAA YYEHWEM XKM3HEpPagoCTHOro InuKypa; ¢unocodckasa mMyapocTb
CeHeKu, NpeBpaTMBLLAACA B TAXKKOE 6pems; oH, TUrenivH, NPUBETCTBYEMbIN KaK KenaHHbIN n3baBuTenb U3 3TOro
MOPSA MPUHYXKAEHUA U CKYKM: BOT NaaH, NOCAE OCYLLECTBAEHMUA KOTOPOrO A0 BbICLIEN BNACTM OCTaBa/CA TONbKO
OAMH war!

Camo coboli pasymeeTcs, 4YTO /NIyKaBblt arpureHTel, gepxan npo ceba Bce cBOM coobparkeHua. OH
NPUTBOPANCA CNYTOW HOHOWECKUX enaHui umnepaTopa, OH, TUTeNnNH, BKYCUBLUMI BCEro U elie MasbiyMKOM
npegasaslumnitica HeobysgaHHomy pasryny! HepoH He MOHMMan pasHMLUbl MeAy XOAOM CBOEro pPasBuTUA M
pasBUTMEM arpureHTua, M Bepua emy. OH cumTan M36aN0BaHHOrO, YyBCTBEHHOIO KYTWUAY TAKUM KE CBEXUM,
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Kakmm 6bin cam. OH no3abbin Ty 6e30TPagHYl M3Hb, YTO OH Be/a Mociae CMepTu cBoero oTtua Jdomuuus
AsHobapba 4o Tex nop, NOKa BTOPOM Bpak ArpuMnnuHbl, Ha 3TOT pas — C CaMMM umnepatopom Knasguem, He
caenan ero U3BecTHbiM BceMy BeuHomy Fopoay. Kpome Toro, aptucTMyeckol HaType HepoHa Kasanocb BnoJsiHe
ecTecTBeHHbIM BfieYeHMe B30pa K KapTMHE, YMa K MbICAU, a NNaMeHHOMY BOOBPaXKeHMIo K NPUKAIOYEHUAM.

Co/iHUE CTOANO elle BbICOKO Hag, No/oroi ropoi AHMKyAa, Koraa HepoH v TUrennnH, oKyTaHHble Nerkumu
nAalamm, BCTYNUAM Ha MHoroatogHoe MapcoBo none.

JecaTb repmaHLueB 13 reapaunn, ana n3berkaHmA BCAKOro noao3peHnA B3ATblE U3 nal’laTMHYMa, yXe cngenu
B O,D,HOVI 13 601bLINX TaBepH 6113 Kanutonua n nunm 3a 3400pOBbe MMNepPaTopa U ero Becenoro nosepeHHoOro
KpaCcHoe CUTHMHCKOe BUHO.

OeHb 6bin yyaHbiii. CKnaayaToe NOKPbIBANO, HaKMHYTOe Ha ronosbl HepoHa v TurennunHa, Kak 6bl ana
3alUMTbl OT COJIHEYHbIX Jy4Yeld, CKPbIBANO WX OT MPOXOXKMX, XOTA B PuMMe, rae Kaxapll 3HATHbIN TPaskaaHWH
BbIXOAMA Ha YAULY HEe MHaye Kak c bosiee MAnm meHee MHOTOYMCAEHHOM CBMTOM, HU OA4Ha Ayla He 3anogo3puna
6bl B IBYX OAVNHOKMX NELLIEX0Aax TaKMX BbICOKUX 0COO6.

MmnepaTop MNONMHOM rpyAblo BAbIXaA Tenablii, HO NPU 3TOM OCBeXaloWuit Bo3ayx. Hag ruraHTcKMmm
[EPEBbAMM, YXKE MOKPbITbIMU OCEHHUMMU KpacKamu, CUANO0 TemMHOo-ronyboe Hebo. YXOXKeHHble aepHOoBble
Ny>Kalku bnecrtenu 3eneHbto. MpamopHbie cTaTyn, 6ecuncieHHble POCKOLIHbIE /TAaBKU, KOJIOHHAAbl M NaMATHUKK
Ka3a/incb 3aAMTbiIMU Heobbl4aliHO ACHbIM cBeToM. Mo rnaBHOM annee ABWUrancA HeCKOHYaeMbld pAg, HOCUIOK U
newexonos. CnpaBa M cnesa, MO MPOE3KUM MYTAM HECAUCb ropaymMe KoHW m3 KannagoKuu, Y3KOKOMbITHble
CKaKyHbl M3 paBHUHbI [Mcnaauca u xpanawume noHW. Kpyrom Ha XUTPO nepensieTeHHbIX AOPOXKKaAX, MeXAy
NaBpoOBbIMM U MUPTOBbIMM M3ropoasmM, TeCHUNACb MecTpas ToAMNa BCEBO3MOMHbIX COCNOBUIA: TyT 6blnu
ceHaTopbl B TOrax c NypnypoBoit OTOPOUYKON, OKPY>KEHHbIE MHOFOUYUCNEHHBIMWN KANEHTAMKU U APY3bAMM; 3HATHbIE
Man0a3uniLbl B BbIWUTbIX 30JI0TOM XMMaTMOHAX; YePHOBOJIOCbIE NEPCbl B BbICOKUX TMApPaX M MCKYCHO PaCLUMTbIX
WanbBapax; UBeTyline rpedyaHkn B XKenTbiXx AUNAoMAMOoHax; aduonbl U rannbl, cBoboaHble u pabbl, cOOpPLLMKM
nogaTteit M WeEroau, negarorn ¢ UX NUTOMLIAMW, TOProBLbl FOPOXOM M YKPalleHUAMW, OAMHAKOBO KPUKAMBO
npeanarasliMe CBOM TOBapbl, NpeAcKasaTenn, MaTPOoChbl, CONAaTbl FOPOACKON KOrOPTbl U MHBANUAbI.

— Co3Haelb N1 Tbl, AOPOroin wesapb, — Hayan TurennnH, — Bce 6aaropasymme MOEro CoBeta — KMWUTb,
cneaoys BNeYEHUAM TBOEro Ayxa, NPefoCTaBMB TAMKE/ble FoCyAapCTBEHHble Aena 3TOM MPeBOCXOAHOM 4eTe
OuockypoB, CeHeke u AdpaHuto byppy? Tbl mosog, uesapb! Tbl AONKEH CHayasa M3y4UTb MHOFOros10Boe
YeNoBEYECTBO, KOTOPbLIM ByAeLlb YyNpaBaATb BO BCEX ero becumcneHHbix popmax!

— Tbl npas, TurennvH, — oTeBevyan umnepaTop. — B camom pgene, 4to ctan 6bl A Aenatb 6e3 byppa u
CeHeKkKn? A rnaBHoe: 4To cTan 6bl A aenatb 6e3 1e6a? KnaHycb MepKynecom, Tebe yaaetca XoTb Ha HECKOJ/IbKO
4yacoB 0cBODOOXKAaTb MeHA U3-NOoA APMa MOUX MMNEePaTOPCKMX 0b6A3aHHOCTEN. 1 — Lie3apb, HO Npexae Bcero A —
4yesloBEK M NOBTOPAO C MOSTOM: AJ/17 BCErO Ye/NI0BEYECKOro BO MHe HbbeTca nnameHHoe cepgue!

OHM [OCTUFAN  CBEPKAalOWEro Mpamopom MPOCTPaHCTBa, r4e MOMeLLanacb MNOCTOAHHAA ApMapKa.
BceBO3MOMKHbIE 1aBKM U MAHOPaMbl MaHW/IM HapoZ BO BCE CTOPOHbI. [10WaaKn NS MEeTaHUS AUCKOB U Urpbl B
MAY CMEHA/NIUCb XapuyeBHAMMW, Kabaukamu C AOywUCTbIMKM ropamu naogos. [anble, Ha 6epery Tubpa,
BO3BbILWANNCL AEPEBAHHbIE MOMOCTbI, C KOTOPbIX MAO0BUbI, NobMBwKCbL 06 3aknag, 6pocanvcb B NoAepHYTyLO
pabbio peky. MoBctogy pa3bpocaHbl OblIM TEHUCTbIE AEPEBbLSA, BbICOKME KYCTAPHUKU, APKUE LLBETOUYHbIE KIYMbbI U1
cTaTym 6oros.

Llesapb M ero cnyTHMK OCTAHOBMAWCb Mepes MNONOTHAHOMW, MNepensieTeHHoM cepebpAHbIMK LHYPaMM
nasaTKoMN ermneTcKoro KyaecHuKa.

Kup — Tak, cyas no Hagnucu Ha Bepxy NanaTku, 3BasiM KyAECHUKa, — TOJIbKO YTO Npubbia n3 AnekcaHapum
W yXKe caenancs LeHTPOM HapogHOoro uHTepeca.
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HebpeXHO NPUCAOHMBLUKCL KO BXOAY, CMAen AANHHOBOPOAbIN YeN0BEK, C PaBHOAYLIHOW YCMELWKOW CMOTPA
Ha Maccy TO/INMMBLUErocA BOKPYr HEero Hapoaa.

BApyr, TOYHO O3apeHHbIi BHE3ANHOM MbIC/IbIO, OH MOCTaBM/ LIECTU- UK CeMUAeTHero pebeHKa Ha TaK
Ha3blBaeMbI MarMyeckuii TPEHOXKHMK, NOKPbIA ero 60/1bWwoi, B POCT Ye/s0oBEKA, OCTPOKOHEYHOM MepPCUACKOM
Wwankon ns bymaru, AOTPOHY/ACA OO0 PasyKpaleHHOW PasHbIMW M306paXKeHUAMM MOBEPXHOCTU LUANKM CBOUM
}KEe3/10M M3 C/IOHOBOM KOCTU M 3aTeM NPUMNOSHAN ee.

K HeonucaHHOMY U3yMaeHuIo 3puTeneit, pebeHoK becciegHo mcyes.

3aTem erMnTAHUH BOLWEN B ManaTky, KyAa ABOe KypyaBblXx 3QUONCKMX paboB, CO CMELIHbIMU KPUBASHbAMM
BHEC/IN BCAed 3@ HUM TPEHOXHMK C ByMarKHOM LanKoi.

Hapog, rpomKo Bbipakan cBoe ofo06peHne. HepoH TakKe ¢ 60/bLIMM BOOAYILEBNEHWMEM X/10Ma B N1aA0LWN.

— CnaBHblI GOKYC, — TUXO CKazan oH TurennmHy. — bnaroBocnuUTaHHOMY CBETCKOMY Ye0BEKY yAMB/EHME
HEMPUANYHO; HO CrnpalimBato Teba: Mmeelwb AU Tbl XOTb Masieliliee NOHATUE, KakMm 0Bpasom OH AenaeT 3To
yygo?

TurennuvH noxxan naevyamm.

— Ecnun 3emns He cocTouT B COtO3€ C 3TUM E€rMNTAHMHOM, — OTBEYan OH, — W eCAN OHa BTUXOMOJIKY He
pacKpbiBaeT CBOM Heapa, YTobbl NOrNoTUTL pebeHKa, KaK HeKkorga OTBa)KHOro Kypuus, — TO A He MOry HamTu
obbAcCHeHUA.

Ha CKo/Io4eHHbI MOMOCT BbILLE/ [allaTail B }KeNTOM U KPpacHOM ofexae U Tpu pasa rPOMKO npoTpybun B
CBOIO 3BY4YHYIO TPY6Y.

3aTtem OH npurnacun 6!'Ial'0pOAHbIX KBUPUTOB U KBUPUTAHOK HE Mea/INTb.

— Tpu cectepumal — ornywmntenbHo Kpmyan oH. — C Bac HepyT Mo Tpu cecTepums AnsA TOro, 4Tobbl Ha
Lesble NoaTopa Yaca npesBpatuTb Bac B 60roe. Kup, Mol yBeHYaHHbI cnaBoit nosenuTesnb, 3Be3aa BocToka,
3HameHUTOCTb BaBmaoHa, Cy3bl n AnekcaHApUMW, APYT a3MaTCKMX Lapen, ntobumel, Bcex HapoaoB OT BOCTOKA A0
3anaga NpUBETCTBYET BaC W KenaeT 3HaTb, Npeanaran AW Bam KTo-HMBYyAb YTO-HMOYyAb nogobHoe 3a Tpu
cectepuma? «Het! — oTBeTUTE Bbl. — ITO BO3MOKHO TOIbKO 1A HecpaBHeHHoro Kupal» Moatomy, onyctute pyky
B CKNAZKM Ballel TYHUKN N AobyabTe KeTOH U3 CIOHOBOWM KOCTU, AAOLLMIA Bam NPaBo B TEYEHUM NOYyTOpa 4acoB
AblwaTtb Bo3ayxom Onmmnal Korga BTOPUYHO 3a3By4nT MoA Tpyba, beccmepTHbI Knp HauHeT npeacraBieHue.

MecTpbiMM Tpynnamu YCTPEMUIUCH 3PUTENIM HAMPaBO K CTONAM, TAe Tpoe pPocibix GPU30B, TaKKe B
$aHTaCTMUYECKMUX KOCTIOMaX, MPO4aBa/iv KeTOHbl M3 CIOHOBOM KocTW. HepoH 1 TureannH nocnegosany npumepy
TOANMbI.

[aBKa bblna Takas, YTo MMMNepaTop CKOPO Bbl OTTECHEH OT TUrenvHa.

— [lpyr, — no-rpeyeckn 3akpuyan HepoH yepes rosiosbl CNEWmnBLIUX K CTOJlY MOIOAbBIX AEBYLIEK, — €C/n
Mbl pa3onaemcs Bo Bpems NnpeacTaBAeHns, TO N0 OKOHYaHMM BCTPETMMCA OKOJ10 KAeHa Arpunnbl.

— Xopowo! — KnBHyAn TUrennmH.

ManaTka ernntaHMHa 6bla HEOObIKHOBEHHO BMecTUTesNbHa. CKBO3b MPOAO/SbHOE OTBEPCTUE CBEPXY B
LWUMPUHY TPUKAMHUYMA CWbHbIM CBET Majan Ha Be/MKosienHO ybpaHHoe nomelyeHue. Mon yctnaH 6bin
APOKOBbIMU LUUHOBKamMMK. C NepeBuTbIX cepebpom LIHYPOB CMYCKaNNCh KOBPbI, KOTOPbIEe M34aseKa MOXKHO 6bli1o
NPUWHATb 33 cUpuiickme. MocpeauHe BO3BbIWEHWUA, OTAENEHHOro OT Ny6/JMKM BGPOH30BbIMM LENAMM, CTOAN
6onblwon antTapb. BMceBWWIN MO33aaM HEro TAMKENbl 3aHAaBeC M3 TapeHTMHCKOW rosyboi wepctn meaneHHo
NPUNOAHANCA, U M3-33 LUMPOKUX CKNALOK TOPMKECTBEHHO MOKAas3a/ncA Mar, MeXay TeM KaK CHapyXu CHoBa
3aTpybun rnawarai.
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HepoH — Tenepb yXe HamepeHHO — BCe Aa/iblue oTXoAun oT TurennunHa. OH BCTan Bnepeau, A0BONbHO
6/1M3K0 K BPOH30BbIM LEMAM M C OXKUAaHUEM CMOTpen B baecTaLLMe r/1a3a ropaoro ermnTsHuHa.

MNepBoe, 4TO Mar Mokasan cBoel nybaunKe, Obin POKyC, yKe npocnaBuMBWNIACA B AneKcaHApUU WU
Ha3blBaeMblit «YepHaa dBpuamKa». OH Jan 3TO MMA U3 M3BECTHOTO FPeYecKkoro npefaHus YyepHo ronybuue,
KOTOpPYIO OH Y61Ban 1 CHOBa BO3BPALLA/ K KMU3HMU.

MoKa OH Ha rnasax To/Mbl paspbiBaj Ha YacTW UCNyraHHO BUBLLYIOCA MTULLY, OKOI0 MMNepaTopa pasaanochb
TUXO0e BOCKAULAHUE.

OH obepHyncs.

Mosaam Hero ctosna Ta camaa 6en0Kypasa KpacaBuua, KOTopas npocuna ero 3a Aptemugopa. CTpaHHO
B3BO/IHOBAaHHOMY OHOLLE MOKAa3an0Ch, YTO OH TONbKO Ceiyac yBMAaN BCIO MPenectb 3TOro PO30BOrO JIMYMKA.
YypaHble, MONYOTKpPbITbIE Tybbl, 32 KOTOPbIMKU cObNasHUTENbHO BnecTenn 6enble 3y6KM, OblaanM HEBUHHOCTLIO,
CTPaCTblO U BMECTE C TEM PaA0CTbiO; BblpaXKeHNE U3YMIEHUSA U KaN0oCTb CMELINBAINCL B €€ NPENECTHbIX AETCKUX
yepTax.

A eeronocl..

B ywax HepoHa ele 3By4ano ee BOCKAUL@HUE, N UM OBNAAEN0 CTPACTHOE XefaHMe 3aCTaBUTb ee roBOPUT,
HecMoTps Ha Bce JYyaeca Erunta u BaBunoHa. TUXOHbKO M HE3aMETHO nodanca oH Hasazd. MecTo ero 6bin10 ToTyac
e 3aHATOo Apyrnm. OH CTOAN Tenepb PAAOM C AEBYLIKOM M C TPEMNETOM NPOLUEnTa:

— Tbl MeHA 3Haewb?

— [la, noBenutennb! — TaK XKe TMXO OTBEYasa OHa.

— He BblaaBaii e meHa!

— Kak nosenunue.

— Tbl 0aHa?

MrHoBeHWe oHa Konebanachb.

— OpHa, noBenuntenb, — POOKO LWENHyNa oHa.

— Kak 1ebna 30ByT? — cnpocun uesaps.

— Moe nma AKTa.

— Poantenu TBom *uebl? K KAaKOMy COCNOBUIO NPUHAANEKULb Tbl?

— Mown pogutenn ymepnun. Oten, 6bin ypoxeHew, MeanonaHa, Matb 6bina rpeyvaHka. O6a 6blau
HecBobOAHbIE MO POXKAEHWIO.

— HeBo3morKHo! Tbl — pabbliHA?

— OTnyweHHMUa H1MKoanma...

— Toro, 4To nHoraa 3aHumaetca ¢unocoduein c CeHekoin?
— Toro camoro.

Cpeay 3puTeneit pa3fanca ornywnTeNbHbIN LWYM.

— OtamnunHo! MMpesBocxogHo! — nuMKoBana BooaylwesneHHaa Tonna. — [fa 3apascteyeT Kup, nobumed,
6oros!

YAuBUTENbHbIN GOKYC «IBpUAMKA» OKOHUMACA, HO HepoH He Buaen ero. OH CTOAN HEMNOABMMHO, Kak
0YapOBaHHbIM, B HEMOM CO3€epLaHMM MOopPasMTE/IbHON KpPacoTbl AeBYLKKW. Kakasa M3 BCeX 3HATHbIX PUMISHOK
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MOTF/1a CPaBHUTLCA C HeN? Hu oaHa, HU aaxe cama Monnes CabuHa, monogan KeHa OTO, MO KOTOpPOM Becb Pum
cxoamn ¢ ymal A Oktasua, byayuwaa nmnepatpuual [la, ¢ TOYKM 3peHUsA rpeveckoro ckyabntopa, OKTaBus 6biaa,
ObITb MOXKET, COBeplueHHee, OHa obnafana LAPCTBEHHOW PA3MEPEHHOCTbI ABWMKEHMUI, HO KaK XO/J04HO,
HanbIWeHHO M 6e3)KM3HEHHO OblJ0 BCe 3TO B CPaBHEHMM C pacnycKaloweica, 6aaroyxarolein KpacoTon 3Tou
pabblHK No poxKaeHuto!

— HeBo3morkHO! — noBTopuA Le3apb. — Kak HasbiBaelwb Tbl cebn, AKTS?
— OTNyWeHHULEeN.

— BorvHa, — npowenTan HepoH, CTPacTHO CKMMaa ee pyKy. — [nTA, Tbl He 3HAelWb, Kak Tbl BeccmepTHO
xopoual

— MNoBenutenb, Tbl CMyLWlaelb MeHA... fl 3Halo, YTO CUbHble MMpa N6AT n3gesaTbcAa Hag 6edHbIMU K
6e33aWmnTHLIMKU. Ho A He mory u He cmeto AymaTb, YTobbl Tbl, 61aropogHbii ocBoboauTeNnb Aptemuaopa, xoten
HacMeATbCA Hag0 MHOM...

— HacmenaTbcsa Hag Toboi? A xoTen 6bl Ha pykax NoHecTu Tebs, Kak cecTpy. A 3aBuayio Aptemumaopy, Kak
MepTBbIl Kuylemy! Ecnn Tebe yroaHo, Muioe cosaaHue, oTongem oTcloa B CTOPOHY. Tam, y BXOAa, Ha Hac He
6yAyT CMOTPETb, @ MHE HY}XHO TaK MHOTO CKa3aTb Tebe!

OHa mo/n4a nocneaoBana 3a HUM.

— lNpaBo, 3Ta MbIC/b HE MOKMAAET MeHsi, — AyWeBHO MPOoAo/Kan oH. — ApTtemumgop! Ecam 6bl MOXKHO
6b1710 NOMEHATLCS C HUM!

— Al BCe-TakM gymato, Y4To Tbl CMeeLwbCcs Hago MHoM! Thi, Bcemorylwmin nosenutensb, u Aptemuaop! Kakas
Henpeoaonumas 6esgHa!

— KoHeuYHo, HO TO/IbKO cYacTbe Ha ero cTopoHe! ApTemuaop MMeeT YyyaHOe MpPaBo LEesfoBaTh TBOWM /1006,
3aK/to4aTb Teba B 06bATUA... KaK JOBOJIEH M CHACT/IMB AO/IKEH OH 6bITb, KOrAa TBOM PO30BbIE YCTa NPUKAcatoTca K
ero rybam!

— Al He uenyocb ¢ ApTeMnaopom, — TBEPAO CKasasa AeByLUKa.
— Kak? He uenyewb bpaTa?

— OH He 6paT mHe, c TBOero nossoneHusa. Knasamit HepoH ynyctmn v3 Buaa, Yto ApTeMnaop yposkeHel,
AaneKkoro [lJamacKa, a oteu, AKT3 — utanueu,

— Ho bl npocuna nomunosaHua bpary...
— [a, noBenuTenb — B CMbIC/1e Ha3apPAHCKOro yyeHus. o sTomy yueHuto, BCe NH0AN — MOM BpaTbA.
— TaK Tbl CXUTPWUIA CO MHOI!

— MNpaBo, Het! Cnpocn ogHoro u3 Hawwux, obmaHbiBato M A Teba! Mbl, HasapsAHe, U B exenHEBHbIX
CHOLUEHMAX HasbliBaeM ApYyr Apyra 6paTbAMM U CECTPaMM, TaK KaK Mbl HE NPU3HAEM HUKAKUX Pas/iMuunii, B rnasax
Hapoda pasaendalwmux Hac. Mbl gaem 3TO MMA OAMHAKOBO paby u b6naropogHomy, Mbo mbl Bce AU MO
poxaeHuto, pabamu ke, 6naropogHbIMWM M CeHaTopamMu AenaeT Hac WM CAy4al, WAW Ke Hacuave u
HecnpaBeA/IMBOCTb MPEXHMX NOKONEHUA...

Llesapb 6aecTAWMMM rNa3amMmmn CMOTPEN B ee NpesiecTHOe AnLO.

— [leByllKa, — MPOU3HEC OH, OAYPMAHEHHbI ee 0OBOPOXMKUTE/IbHON MKEHCTBEHHOCTbIO, — Tbl BECEHHWUM
LBETOK, a FOBOpULb C MyApPOCTbio Nudaropenua. To, 4To Tbl CKa3ana, He 6O/blUe U He MeHblUe, KaK camasa CyTb
dunocodun, BHyweHHOW MHe CeHekoWl. Tbl rNybOKO npucCTbiXKaewb MeHA. fl cumTato ceba co csoumM
BO33PEHUAMM CTOALLMM Bbille U3BpaHHENIUMX, N BAPYT HAXOXKY e4B8a PACLBETAIOLLYIO AEBYLUKY, YyBCTBYOLLYIO TO
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YK€ CaMOe, YTO 1 A, HO BblpaXKatoLLLyO 3T YyBCTBA ACHEE M COBEPLUEHHEE, YeM MO yBarKaeMbli yuntenb! Nau ato
Bce coH? Unm MnatoH ¢ CokpaTom M 3€HOHOM C/AMINCb BOEAMHO, YTOObl CHOBa BOMJIOTUTLCA B 3TOM HOHOM
cywecree?

Mpn nocnegHUx BAOXHOBEHHbLIX C/I0BAaX MMMEpaTopa /IMLO €ro 03apuioCb BHYTPEHHWM OFHeEM,
061aropogMBLIMM €ro YepTbl U ABUNKEHMA. BosbluMe rnasa ero BNUMANCL B TEMHO-Toybble rnasa AKTa. MonHble,
enBa MOKPbITble MOJIOAbIM MYLUKOM Ty6bl 33aApOXKaaM TaK KPaCHOPEYMBO, YTO CamMa HEeOMbITHOCTb MOHANA 6bl
BOJ/IHOBABLUEE ero 4YyBcTBO. ITO Obl10 BYypHOE, NAameHHOe Mpu3HaHWe nepsoi 6esymHol ntobeu. Ho rnasa,
cneavBluMe 33 MMMNEPaTOpPOM M3 TOMbl, KOHEYHO, Hesb3si OblI0 Ha3BaTb HEOMbITHbIMU; JiyKasbld CodoHui
TurennuH cnepmn 3a CLEHOM Mexay MMMepaTopomM M KpacHewLllel AeBYLWKON C YAOBONbCTBUEM YYUTENA,
BUAALLErO, KaK BCXOAAT MocesiHHble UM ceMmeHa. Knasgmii HepoH 6bin Tenepb 6M30K K TOMy, 4TO6bl NPU3HATb
ocnom 3aHocumsoro ¢unocodpa CeHeKy M MPUHATbL 33 MPaABMIA KM3HW TO, YTO [OCene COCTaBAANO /Ulb
WCK/tOYEHME.

ManioTKa ¢ BOMIHUCTbIMKU 6eN10KYpPbIMK BOIOCaMM U CO3AaHHBIM A4 NoueyeB poTMKOM 6blna npenecTHa.
Ecan 6bl HepoH Tak HEOXUAAHHO He Monanca Ha yaouKy, 6biTb moxeT, cam CodoHMin TUrenanH He oTKasancs
6bl... Tenepb, KOHEYHO, 06 3TOM HEeYero U Aymatb, HO, B CYLUHOCTW, 3TO BCe PaBHO, Tak Kak CodoHui TurennmH
MOT BblBUpPaTb Cpean KpacuMBEWLWUX U 3HATHEWLWUX, emy CTOMIO /MWb NPOTAHYTb PYKY, M Aaxe cama Monnea
CabuHa rotosa 6blia NOAHECTU HeKoe yKpalleHue csoemy cynpyry... [a, Aa, B 3tom 6aectawmnii TUrenanH He
COMHeBasIcsA, U HamepeH bblN BCKOpe 3aHATLCA 3TUM. Tenepb e OH Hbin A0BOJIEH, BECbMA A0BO/IEH NOXO40M Ha
MapcoBo nose; NPOTUB BCAKOIO OXMAaHUA, HepoH OTANUYHO Urpan emy Ha PyKy.

[Opyras napa rnas, He3amMeTHO cleAMBLLMX 33 UMNEePaTOPOM U ero Moa0AoM cobeceaHULEeN, NpUHaaNeXKana
Hukoamnmy. Ero WNUOHbI 1 1a3yTYMKKU AOHECAN eMy, KaKum obpasom TureninH u HepoH HamepeBasiMCb NPOBECTHU
BpeMs Mmexay 3aBTpakom M obesom. OH TOTYacC *Ke nocnewmnn ¢ AKTs Ha MapcoBo noJie 1, yBUAeB MMMNepaTopa,
6bICTPO OTOLWEN B CTOPOHY, NPeAoCTaBAAsA BCE OCTa/ibHOE CMET/IMBOCTU MONOAOW AEBYLIKW. AKT3, NpubbIBLIANA B
PyUM nulib HECKOIbKO HeaeNb TOMY Ha3ag ([0 3TUX nop, oHa Xxoauna 3a 60AbHOW poAcTBeHHULUEN HuKkoanma B
OcTuu) B Kpyry HasapsH CTana Yy)Ke Moyt 3HaMeHWUTa YyAecHOM CUNoN ybexpeHUs M yChnewHOCTblo CBOUX
nonbITOK B 06pallleHnn A3bIYHUMKOB; O0bpalleHHble el nocneposBaTenn XpucTa cuMTanuch gecatkamu. U
HEYTOMUMDbIM, NIaMeHHbI HUKogMm pewmns AOCTUTHYTb HAMEUYEHHOM UM BEJIMKOM LEenun y»Ke He TOJIbKO 4epes
nocpeactso CeHeKku, HO ropasao 6osiee npambiM NyTem, CBeas MMMNepaTopa C yBAEKaTe/lbHO KPacHOpPeuymBol
nponoseAHULLEN HOBOro y4yeHusa. Hukoaum, ObIBWIMI FNaBa KPYNHOro TOProBOro AomMa, MO3HAKOMUACA C
penuruein HasapsaH BO Bpemsa OAHOro U3 CBOUX NyTelecTBMii Ha BocToK. CMepTb /II0BMMOro CbiHa YKpenu/a B ero
arKaaBlemMm yTeleHua cepaue ybexaeHue B OOMKECTBEHHOM WCTUHE XPUCTMAHCTBA WM Korga 3Ta Bepa
nobeoHOCHO M3B/IEK/a ero U3 6esAHbl 0OTYasHUA NOCAE TAXKEION NOTEPU, OH Hayan BCEM CePALEM CTPEMUTLCA K
TOMY, YTODObI CNacuTesibHoe YYeHUEe BOCTOPXKECTBOBANO Haf 3abnyXKAEeHUAMU rocyaapCTBEHHOM peanrum Puma.
Xopouwo 3HaKomblii ¢ punocodpuen CeHeKn, KOTopomy B Bblaible BPEMEHA OH OKa3biBa/l 3HAYUTENbHbIE AEHEKHbIEe
ycnyrmn, HUKogym ¢ pagocTbio BUAEN BHYTPEHHIOK CBA3b MeXAy yYeHnem Muncyca v nosiHbIM Npes3peHnsa K mmpy
CTOMUM3MOM; Ha 3TOM-TO W OCHOBbIBasacb ero 6es3ymHo cmenas Hagexaa obpatutb nutomua CeHeku B
nocneposatena CbiHa HAa3apETCKOro NAOTHMKA.

AKT3 Kasanacb emy CO3[aHHOM ANns TOoro, yYtobbl 6bITb €ro opyauem, He TO/NbKO MO ee ropsyemy,
CepAEeYHOMY KpacCHOPeuMto, HO M NMOTOMY, YTO OHa — XOTA OH camM cebe He XOTen Co3HaTbCA B 3TOM, — Oblsia
BOMJIOWEHNEM 6E3YKOPU3HEHHOM KPAcoTbl U *KeHCTBEHHOCTU. OHa NoBAMSAET HAa yM HepoHa, 6bITb MOXKEeT, Aaxe
Ha ero cepaue, Ho 4To 3a 6eaa, ecn Ha 3TOT pas, B BUAE WCKIOYEHUs BcecnacuTesbHas Bepa NPOHUKHET Ha
KPbI/IbsIX 3eMHOM, CKoponpexogauein ntobsm? AKT3 Beab 3HAeT CBOM AOAr... B nocnegHol MUHYTY OHA HalAeT B
cebe cuny cnactu ceoto AobpoaeTenb oT 6YpHOro NOToKa CTPacTU.

Tak paccy:kgan Hukogum...
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B I'J'Iy6MHe Ke cepgua 1 novtTum 6e30TYeTHO L1 HEro camoro LweBesinaacb MbiCnb: «A ecnm 6bl 1 nornbna
O[Ha 3Ta OoBUa, TO nornéensb ee NOCNYXUT BO CNaceHNe BCcemy CTaay».

Besymel, 3abblBan, 4TO M3 XyAa M NO30pa HUKOrAa He BbIXOAMT A06pa; OH 6bin He B COCTOAHMM
6ecnpucTpacTHO oUeHUBaTb CUTyaLMIO.

C NoyTM AeMOHWMYECKOol pPagoCcTblo CMOTPEN OH Tenepb Ha 6bICTPO BO3pacTaBLUYO NPUA3Hb MEXKAOY ero
oTnyweHHnuen n Knasanem HepoHom. Bce 3To BbIXOAMNO yAauyHee, YeM OH cMesl Korga-nMbo HagesTbcA. Ha
iMue umnepaTopa He 6bL1I0 U cnega NEerkoMbICAEHHOM LWYTAMBOCTU, OObIKHOBEHHO OTparkalowen 3aBA3KY
M3BECTHbIX OTHOLWEHWA C KpacaBMLUAMW HU3LIEro COC/0BWUA; HAMPOTUB, YepTbl €ro CKOpee BblpaKaau
NOYTUTENIbHOE COYYBCTBME U MOYTU pobKoe 060KaHue. Ecim AKT3 cymeeT YMHO NOBECTU A4eN0, TO CEpALLe 3TOro
6orato o4apeHHOro NPMPOAON IOHOLWN B €e pyKax ynoaobuTca MAarkomy BOCKY.

Becega mexay MmnNepaTopom M OTNYLWEHHULUEN NpoAoaKanacb. Bapyr HepoH, He B cunax npeoaoneTtb
CBOWX YYBCTB, CXBaTW/1 3@ PYKU AEBYLUKY M CTPACTHO MPUXKaA UX K rpyam.

— AKT3, — CKasan OH, — Tbl YHUUYTOXKW/AA MEHA CNAAKOM My3bIKOM TBOUX peyen, bOKeCcTBEHHOM NpPenecTbio
U YMOM TBOWX CUHUX rNa3... TO, YTO Tbl OYEPTMUAA NIULIb HECKONbKMMW CIOBaMU, NPOBYKAaeT BO MHE Morydue,
HeobbATHble 0bpasbl! bygem Apysbamu, AKT3, HacTOAWMMU, cepaedHbiMmK Apy3bamn! Tenepb TONbKO MNOHAN A
CTUX tOHOro JlykaHa, rae OH FrOBOPMT, YTO BCAKOE OTKPOBEHME UCXOAUT OT KeHWMHbl. Tbl, AKT3, obnajaellb
YUCTOTON U CUNOWN BOJIM, Y MEHA e ecTb BiacTb. MHe CTOUT NUlIb NOAHATb PYKY U BCE B MUPE U3MEHWUTCA,
NnoAo6HO TOMY, KaK U3MEHAIOTCA 3TU UIPYLIKM NoA BOALWEBHbIM Xe3n0M Kupa. Ecanm mbl Mmy>KecTBeHHO byaem
noagep*ueaTb Apyr Apyra... O, KaK Tbl NpeKpacHa, Kak 6oKecTBeHHa M o4apoBaTeibHa!l

N oH co CTpaCTHOl\;I HEXHOCTbIO nouenoBaa KOHYNKK NaibueB KpaCHeIOLLI,eﬁ AKT?.

OHa cTapanacb BbICBO6OANTL CBOM PYKM, M OH BbIMYCTUA UX, YCTyMNas ee MONALLEMY B30pYy CKOpee, Yem ee
ycuamam.

— Mpnan Ko mHe B ManaTuHym, — npoao/ikan HepoH. — BoOT 3TOT nepcTeHb OTKPOET nepen Tobon Bce
ABEPU KO MHe BO BCcAKoe BpemMA. CeHeKa A0/1KeH y3HaTb Teba. MHe KaskeTcs, YTo Tbl Fy6Ke nocTuraellb BeiMkne
LeNnun HasapAHCTBa, Hexenn Hukoamum. CornacHa Tbl, AKT3?

OCTOpPOXKHO CHAB NEepPCTeHb C NeYaTbto, OH NOAAN €ro AeBYLUKe, KAaK }eHUX NogaeT po3y HeBecTe.

— bnarogapto, nosennTenb, — CMyLLEHHO NPOM3HEcNa AKT3, — HO BHYTPEHHWI r0J10C rOBOPUT MHE, YTO A
He A0/13KHa NPUHMMATb TBOM NEPCTEHb M TaKXkKe YTO MHe HEeMPUANYHO NepecTynaTb NOpor ABopLa.

— MycTaku! Ecnm atoro Tpebyet cam uesapb! A, Tbl 6bouwbea 3a TBoe f06poe uma? KoHeyHo, KoBapHas
3n106a Tem cKopee BpocaeTcsA Ha CBOIO KEPTBY, YHEM OHA MUJee U NpeKpacHee. Tak NpUXoauM B CONPOBOXKAEHUMN
Hukoguma...

— MoeT 6bITb, noBenuTenb!

— OT4ero Tbl He CKaXkewb NpocTo: Aa? Pa3Be 3TO He NOXOXe Ha npegonpegesieHWe, YTo Mbl CHOBA
BCTPETUNUCL 34€eCb MOC/Ae TOro, KaK A Brepsble yBuaen TebA HECKONbKO AHEN TOMy Hasad, Koraa Tbl yXKe
BO36yauMna cumnaTuio B Moen aywe?

AKT3 CM/IbHO NOKpPacHea 1 Kak bbl Co CTbIZLOM, MOMYa ONyCTUAA rasa.
— TaK Tbl NpUgeLWb? — NOBTOPUA MMMEPATOP.
— Al nocMoTpIo, MOTY X A 3TO cAenaTb.

— Kak Tbl nblnaetwb, AKTa! Man Tbl gymaellb, 4To A xody obuaetb T1eba? Tobl Oyaelb MOel cecTpoi, moei
NtobuMon cecTpom, MHauye 8 yMmpy OT TOCKM. NoHMMmaewb n Tbl? HepoH npoTtarnsaeT Tebe 6paTckyto pyKy, HepoH,
yben 6,1aroCKNOHHOCTU YHUMKEHHO 3aUCKMBatOT Lapu!
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— O, A 3Haw LueHy aTon 6narocknoHHoctmn! — 3BY4YHbIM, CUJIbHbIM WU Y6E)KAGHHO-pa,CI,OCTHbIM ronocom
oTBeYasia AeBYyLlKa.

HepoH 6bin B onbsiHEHWUM.

— TaK pelueHo, goporas, npenectHaa! Kak yaauHo npuayman TUrennmH npmMBectM meHsa Ha MapcoBo nose
KaK pas Tenepb! 3To cToUT Bcex coKkposull, umnepun! Beab oH, raynew, 4enoBeK MUHYTbI, Bpar MbICAU, HO TEM He
MeHee OH Aan mHe 6osiblue, Yem CeHeKa co BCeM ero MMPOBON MyApPOCTbIO!

OrnywutenbHble BO3raackl OLI,O6p€HVIFI n BCnheg 3a TEM FpOMKMi;I 3BYK pr6 BO3BECTUIN  KOHEL,
npeacraBneHuA.

— lNosenutenb, — wenHyna AKTI, 3ameTns 4YTo HepoH co6MpaeTc;1 cnepnoBaTh 3a Hen K BbIXo4y, — €Cnn Tbl
Xenaeuwb MHe p,06pa, TO OCTaBb MeHA. MeHA MOryT 3ameTuTb, M Tbl He MOAO3peBaellb, KaKoe XecToKoe W
6eccep,£|,eque OCyXXgeHne MOXKET NacCTb Ha MEHA.

— Xopouwo, AkTa! Bugmub, A y*Ke nokopeH Tebe noutn Kak pab. Ho Tbl Bo3bmellb nepcTeHb? A npouwy Tebn
oT Bcero cepaua!

— Xopowlo... — € BOJIHEHWEeM OTBeYana OHa.

TAxKenbli 3010TON MepcTeHb CKOJIb3HY/ HA ee CPeaHuit nasney, U NpULLENCcs BMOpy, TOYHO b6bin caenaH
Hapo4yHo AnA Hee. CTpaHHOEe YyBCTBO OBNAZEN0 €H: 3TO 6blN0 HAMONOBMHY PaAOCTb, HAaNOMOBUHY FPYCTb M
npeavyscTeve rpagywein beapl. EN Kasanocb, YTO Ha Hee HadeTa LEMNb, KOTOPYIO YXKe He pa3opBeT HMKaKan
3eMHas cuna.
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Fnasa lV

MocnewHo NPOTUCHYBLIMCL CKBO3b TOANY, AKT3 BbllWAA M3 NaaaTkM, HesamedyeHHasa Hukogmumom. Ee Bnekno
Henpeoao/mmoe CTtpemneHne oCtatbCA B OANMHOYECTBE No4 BneYyatieHnem y,D,MBMTeﬂbHOﬁ BCTpeyun.

MpY MbICIM O TOM, KaK ee TocnogmH byaeT paccnpallnBaTh ee, Kak HauyHeT CO BCeX CTOPOH MCTOJ/IKOBbLIBATb
KaXgoe C/0BO, CKasaHHOe WMMNEepaTopoM, €l OBafeBas HecKasaHHbI cTpax. EM Kasanocb, 4To uyxas,
6ecuyBCTBEHHan pyKa byaeT pbiTbCA B ee AparoueHHeNIMX COKpoBMLLax. Mpexae Yem 3TO CAyYMTCA, OHa XoTena
XOTb KOPOTKOE Bpems B6bITb UX eaUMHCTBEHHOM obnasatenbHuuei, xotena 6e3 Nnomexyu HacNagUTLCA TONbKO YTO
nepeXunTbim 1 cobpaTbCa C MbICAAMM.

Moyt nonyaca xogmna oHa NO OTAANIEHHbIM OKpaMHam MapcoBa NonAa, € COMHEHMEM NOorna4biBaA Ha
NnepcTeHb, Ha,D,ETbI[;i Ha ee naneu,. Bce 310 Kasanocb el cHom.

Ha ee pyke nepcTeHb C MMMNepaTOPCKOM NevaTblo, AaHHbIM et camum Bcemorywmm Lesapem! He noxoamno
NN 3TO Ha CKasKy ApeBHMX nenasros? B Te panekue spemeHa, obsievyeHHble 3GUPHLIM CBETOM YpPaHWOHbI
CMYCKaNNCb K ALLEPAM YEN0BEYECKMM U NPUHOCUIM HebecHble TPOMOBbIe CTpesibl K Horam nactyweK 3Tbl. Ho
34ecb, B 3TON OENCTBMTENbHOCTU LWIYMHOro Puma, rge noBcloAy pa3faBasocb BOBCE He CKa3ouyHoe bpAuaHbe
NPeTopPUaHCKOro OpyXus, 3aecb, Ha bepery Tubpa, rae Bce AblLano TaKoW HOBOW, NOJIHOKPOBHOM KU3HbIO — 3TO
6b1710 HENOCTUKUMO !

B3op ee ycTpemuaca B CTOpoHy BeuHoro ropoza...

HecmoTpa Ha Npo3pavyHOCTb OKTABPLCKOrO AHA, HOXKHbIA FOPMU3OHT NOoAEePHYT Obll KPAaCHOBATOMN AbIMKOW.
Boanu BuMAHeENUCb 3aauTble COMHUEM Xpambl Kanutonusa; cnpasBa OT Hero BbicMaucb 6awHuM ManaTuHyma,
pe3naeHLMA UBEeTyLLero HOWW, BAAaCTUTENA BCEro 3Toro Heob03pumMoro mops MocTpoek, Bcen Utanum, Bcero
MWpa, — BNACTUTENA, TaK rops4vo, A0b6OBHO, 6e3rpaHMYHO [0BEPYMBO TOBOPUBLUENO C HEM, POXAEHHOW
pabbiHen!..

OHa B3a0XHYNa.

— Ecnn 6bl OH 6bin OOHUM U3 ITUX XKANKUX pa6OB, TAaCKaloWnx KaMHU OnA CTpOVITEJ'IbCTBa! — neYvyanbHO
Aymana oHa. — fl otgana 6bl BCe, YTO MMELD, 3a ero BblKyn; A pa60Tana 6bl uenblie rogbl, ecnm 6bl nmyulectea
moero 6b110 Mano ANnA 3TOro, a NOTOM...

OHa 3aKkpblna rnasa.
Tuxuii ronoc BHE3aNHO NPOU3HEC ee UMS.

I'Iepe,a, HeWn CToAN YeNnoBeK /IET OKO/O COpPOKa, B oaexae Be/IbMOXKW, C BUOUMbBIM YCUTTUEM CTapaBLUMVICH
npnaaTb 1aCKOBOE N NPUBETINBOE BblpaXKeHNe CBOUM CBEPKAOLWMM CEPbIM rna3am.

— AKT3, — CcKaszan OH, — Tbl b6poauvwb ogHa, nogobHo TocKylouwen demetpe. CmeeT NM HOBbIA Apyr

npeanoXuTb Tebe cBoe conposoXaeHue?
— locnoauH, A He 3Hato Tebs.

— JToMy fierko nomoub. Moe uMsA, nonarat, oKaXKeTca Tebe meHee YyKabIM, Yem moe anuo. A MNannac,
[OBEPEHHbIV UMNepaTPULLbI.

— Nannac! — BcKpuyana oHa C MCMYrom, TOYHO COBECTb ee Bblna He coBCcem yucTa. — MmAa 3To BCem
W3BECTHO W... CTPALLHO.

— OHO A0/1KHO BbITh CTPALLHO TO/ILKO TEM, KTO HE OKa3blBAaeT MO NOBENUTENIbHULE AONKHOIO NOYTEHMS,
He MPU3HAeT MyApOCTU ee AeNCTBMIN, MPOTMBUTCSA €e CAAaBHbIM LEeNAM, UIU KaKUM-HUOYAb MHbIM criocobom
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rpewnT npoTtus 6oxKecTBeHHOM mmnepatpuupbl. A BO3BbICUICA MUIOCTbIO ArpuUNnuHbI; 6naro,u,apﬂ en a AocTur
cBOero HacrtoAuwero noaoxXeHumAa, HO NPU3HaTe/IbHOCTb U BEPHOCTb A BCE-TaKN CYNUTAIO BbICLLMMU LI,O6pO,EI,eTe}'IFIMVI!

B rnyboKoi 3aAyMUMBOCTM CMOTPEBLUAA HA MepcTeHb MMnepaTopa, AKT3 BHe3anHO OTKWMHyAa co Ab6a ceowu
yyZHble BOIOCHI M MOYTU CMEIO CMPOCUNA:

— OTKyAa 3Haelb Tbl MEHA M YTO HYXKHO Tebe?

— Al Buaen 1eba HepaBHO, Koraa Ue3apb NOMMAOBAA oTnylweHHMKa ®nasua CuesBuHa. 1 6bla BO rnase
MMMNEePaTOPCKON CBUTBI.

— [a? fl He 3ameTuna Tebs.

— JTO He o4yeHb nectHo. Ho Tbl 6biia Tak nornouweHa CBOMMU MbICTAMN, YTO A MNPOLWAD TBOH
HEeBHMMATENIbHOCTb. bblITb MOXeT, MHe MNOHPaBMAOCb WMEHHO TBOEe YyBaedyeHume. Tbl MOKasanacb MHe
onnueTsopeHnem cnagkoro CNOKOMCTBUA nocpeaun Be4HoO MFITyLLI,er/'ICFI CToNnLbI. Kopoqe: Tbl O4apoBa/a MeHA...

— K yemy rosopuub Tbl MHe 3TO?

— CTpaHHbIi Bonpoc! K yemy amdope roBopaT o Kaxae? A nobnto Teba, AKT3, U mosto 60ros, 4Tobbl OHM
PacnooKUAN KO MHe TBOe cepaue.

— Monbbbl TBOM HanpacHbl, — OTBeYana Aesyllika. — fl He mory NtobuTb. Ha Takol B340P Y MEHA HET HK
CKNOHHOCTU, HU YMEHbA.

— Tbl Ha3blBaelb B340POM 6AaKeHHENLLYI0 U eANHCTBEHHYIO OTPAAY MM3HM? AKT3, AKT3, 4TO rOBOPULLb
Tbl? Tbl HE MOXeLb 06UTb C TBOMMWU MEeUTaTe/IbHO-CTPACTHLIMM F1a3aMM M NPENeCcTHbIMU YCTamMM, CO34aHHbIMK
ANs cnagkvx nouenyes? ObmaHbiBal Koro-HMbyab nornynee meHs!

— Al He mory NtobUTb, — NevyanbHO NOBTOPMAA OHa. — A ecnin Bbl U MOTNA, TO HEYXKENW Tbl AyMaellb, YTO A
cornacunacb 6bl oNo3opuTb ceba?

— Ono3opuTb? Passe ntobosb MNannaca nosopHa?

— [nAa TbicAuM Apyrux, HaBepHoe, HeT. [loBepb, HECMOTPA Ha MOK MOJIOAOCTb, A 3HAlD CBET U €ero
NMOPOYHOCTb. fl 3HAID, KaK AYMAIOT PUMIAHE O AEBYLIKAX-OTNYLWEHHMLAX, 3Hal0, YTO MMA 3TO NOYTU PaBHO3HAYHO
pasBpaTy U Ierkombicanto... MHorne, oueHb MHOrne novam 6bl ceba cHacTIMBbIMU Pa3aenTb CBOM rpex ¢ Tobow;
Tbl MOTyLLLecTBeH 1 BoraT, 1 Ha Bo3ntobaeHHoN Mannaca fonKeH oTpasnTbea 6aeck npasAwero mmpom obpa. A
e npesupato NnogobHoe BO3BbILWEHNE, KOTOPOE B AENCTBUTENIbHOCTM €CTb TOJIbKO M030p, NPe3nparo NoToMy, YTo
npexae BCEro OTBPALLEHME K TAKMM MOCTYMKAM JIEXKUT Y MEHA B KPOBM, a K ToMy e Muncyc Xpucrtoc HasapsaHwuH,
KOTOpOMY A NpefiaHa BcemM cepALiem, 3aBelllan Ham AobpoaeTenb U YNCTOTY MbIC/IEN B KU3HMU.

Mannac nomonyan.

— Tbl He cKasasla MHe HMYero HoBoro, AKT3, — mMeA/IeHHO NPOU3HEC OH HaKoHel. — MOoXHo 6blno cpasy
AorafaTbcs, YTo AEeBYLlUKa, NPOocAllas NMOMUIOBAHUA Has3apsHWHY, cama HasapaHKa. HUKoaum noartsepaun mHe
3T0. MHe M3BECTHO TaK)Ke TBOe OTHOLIEHWE K HEMY; ero sl 3Hasl, BCTPeYasncb C HUM uHoraa y CeHeKu... UTak, TBoe
ropAoe BO3parKeHMe MeHA HUCKO/IbKO He YAMBAAET, HO B TO }Ke BpeMs U He ybexaaerT.

— MNouemy?

— MoTomy 4TO Tbl OTBepraelb TO, Yero He ucnbiTana, AkTa! Al BUXKY Tebsa B TpeTuit pas. TpeTbero gHa, B
aome HMKogmma, s umen NoJiHyo BO3MOXKHOCTb Habato4aTb 3a To60i... Hesmuanmslii Toboi, a ctosn B TabanHyme
C CeaoB0o/I0CbIM Yyaakom. NoaobHO Mo10A0M NaHW ABUranachb Tbl MO KAMEHHbIM MAMTaM; Tbl roBOpMUAa ¢ pabamu
WM ONA Kaxkgoro Haxogwna NpUMBET/IMBOE C/OBO; Tbl MOJIMBaNa OCEHHME PO3bl, KOPMUAA Tronybel 3epHOM U
XNIeOHbIMWU KPOLLKaMW; OAWH /lyd NPUCYLLEro TBOEW Aylle CBeTa Tbl yAenunna Aarke Ha [0At0 cTapoin 60sbHOM
cobaku, nexkaswen y 6accerHa 1 npu Buae Teba 3aBunaBLIEN XBOCTOM. Torga A pewunsaca npu NepBom Ke cnyyae
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CKa3aTb Tebe, Kak A 3aBMAYI0 KMBOTHOMY, HaxoaAllemycs B bnaxkeHHon 61130cTu OT Tebs; ckasaTb Tebe... Ho uto
c Toboin?

— Huuero, Huuero! — c Tpygom npousHecna AKT3. — [lyctas mbIC/b... BOCMOMUHaHMe... — OHa 3aKpblna
rnasa pykon. Tenepb, Koraa oHa MoHsAna, yto Mannac rosopwn el 06 UCTUHHOW, HacToAwen nbsu, BAPYr C
nopasuTe/ibHOM ACHOCTbIO M KMUBOCTbIO Nepes Helt BO3HMK 06pas Les3apsa B TY MUHYTY, KOraa OH B NepBblit pa3
BOCXMLLLA/ICA €€ KPacoTol; N BMeCTe C 3TUM 06pa3om B Aylie ee NoAHAMNACh TaKasA ClagKo-MyunTenbHasa 60/b, 4To
OHa e/Ba yaeprKanacb Ha Horax. OHa CKOpOo onpaBMAach, M Mannac ¢ BO3PaCTalOLLMM }KAapoM NPOAOKAN:

— Hapgetocb, He Mou cnoBa mcnyrann Tebsa? Uam a cavwkom ysaekca? Ho B Moem Bo3pacTe y»Ke He TpaTaT
Ha yXaXXMBaHbe Heaenn n mecaubl. FoBopto Npamo: Mannac, A0BePEHHbIA MMMepaTpULbl, CTpallHbIK MNannac, Kak
Tbl Cama Ha3Bajia ero, — Xo4yeT UMeTb Tebs cBoel KeHon. Cablwnilb, AKT3? 3aKOHHOM eHoW, a He NtoboBHULEN!
YTO Tbl OTBETULLL emy?

— Y70 A Bnarogapto ero, — ONycTMB rnasa, NpolienTasa oHa, — W MPOLLY NPOCTUTb MEHS, €CIU A BCe-TaKM
OTBeYy — HeT.

— Tbl rOBOPULLb B IMXOPALOYHOM ¥Kapy!

— HuckonbKko, rocnogmH! MMeHHO SICHOCTb MOMX MbICNEN U MPUOAET MHE MYXKECTBO OTKasaTbCs OT 3TOM
yecTn. TaKas [ieBylLlIKa, KakK f, He NoAX0AUT 3HaTHOMY BEJ/IbMOXKE...

OH nokayan ro/sioBOM M MOJIOMWUA MNPaBYH PYKY Ha Mnaedo AKT3, YCTPEMUB CBEpKalolMii B30op Ha ee
[APOXKaBLUYIO OT BOJIHEHUA CTPOIHYIO dUrypy.

— [lonxeH nn A ckasaTb Tebe, YTO Tbl HECOMHEHHO MOAXOAMLb MHe? [Oo/KeH N A YHU3UTbCA nepeq,
To60I? Pa3Be Tebe He N3BECTHO, YTO 1 CaM POXKAEH HECBOOOAHbIM? AHTOHMA, MaTb MMNepaTopa Knasans, MHOro
NleT TOMy Hasag nogapwia MHe cBoboay M COBCTBEHHbIMU YCUAMAMM i 3aHAN MONOMKEHME, KOTOPOMY Tenepb
3aBuayet Becb Pum: nosepeHHOro 60xKecTBeHHON ArpunnuHbl.

— [a, a 3Hal0, — BO3pa3unna Aesylika. — Tem He MmeHee Hac pasgenset 6e3gHa. Kakyio »Kaskyio posib cTana
6bl A UrpaTh B baecTawem obuwecrse ManatnHyma? Mpu 04HOMN 3TON MbICAU Y MEHS KPYXKUTCS rO/10Ba.

— Tbl He MoKewwb 6oaTbCA CpaBHEHWNA HU C KEM.

— Hert, HeT, MHe cTpalwHo nogymaTb 06 3TOM. U K TOMy Ke, rocnogmH, Befb A y:Ke cKasana Tebe, 4To y MeHs
eCTb Aylwa v HeT cepaua. A Teba He ntobAto, a caenatTbecs TBOEM KeHon 6e3 ntobBn — 3HaUYMN0 6bl 0OMaHYTb TebA.

Mannac Haxmypuacs. OH He 0¥KMAAN TaKoro NPAMOro 0TKasa, U ropA0CTb ero 6bii1a ya3BaeHa.

— [leBywKa, — CKasan OH, NOMOAYAB, — Tbl NOCTynaelb, Kak H6e3ymHaA. A pepxan B MOUX OOBATUAX
Aoyepei ceHaTopoB, He 0COOEHHO LLEePEMOHSACH, @ Tbl OTKA3blBAELbCA PA3fe/UTb MO KU3Hb U MONOXKEHME KaK
MOA 3aKOHHaA }KeHa? TBoe pebsyeckoe ynopCcTBO TaK e 6e3yMHO, Kak MOS HeC/IbIXaHHanA PEMMOCTb KEeHUTbCA
Ha Tebe. HO A HEe MOry M3mMeHWTb 3TOro: Tbl OMapoOBasia MEHA C NepBOro B3rNAAa W Tenepb, KOr4a BMECTO TOro,
4yTObbl OTAATLCA MHE CO cne3amu 6narofapHOCTH, Tbl OTBEPraellb MeHS, A elle ACHee YyBCTBYHO, YTO HE B CMIaX
OTKasaTtbca oT Tebs. NMoayman, AKTa! MoBepeHHbIM nmnepaTpuLbl BeAb He NepBbld BCTPEUYHbINA, U TOT, KTO He
YMeeT CXBaTWUTb CBOE CYACTbe, KOrAa OHO CaMO [aeTcA B PYKM U, ObITb MOXKET, BCIO KM3Hb ByaeT onnakmMeaTb 3TO
NEerkoMbIC/IEHHO NponyLeHHOe MrHOBEHMeE. WTaK, Nnoka npowaii! Ha 60nbluoli opore MeHs KAeT MOs CBUTA.

M MHOro3HauMTeNIbHO CKAOHWB roN0BY, OH MCYE3 33 MUPTOBOW M3ropoabto. Mexay Tem yxKe Bedepesno. Yac
YXWHA faBHO MMHOBaAA. Macchl OXKUBAEHHO ABUTaBLUMXCA MO LWMPOKMM aNIeiM HOCU/IOK U MeLlexoaoB UcHesnu,
M HaCTyNuBLUAA TUIUMHA, 3aMEHMBLUAA 3TOT LWYM, OLWyWanacb ewe ABCBTBEHHEe NPV ropsYemM, KpacHo-
30/10TUCTOM BEYEPHEM OCBELLEHUMN.

AKTa He3aMeTHO [owW/a A0 DAUNCKOro MOCTa; NPOAA NO BbINOXKEHHOMY MPamMOpPOM BOKOBOMY HacTuAy,
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OHa AO0CTUMNa CpeamHbl MOCTa M OCTaHOBMAAcb, onepwuncs o nepwuna. OTcloAa, C BepWMHbl FNABHOM apKw,
e¥XerogHo 6pocanncb B BoAy COTHU /ItOAEN, KOTOPbIM HAaCKy4YMIa KMU3Hb, NOTEPABLLAA A1 HUX BCAKUIA CMbIC/T UK
W3HEeMOTLINX B HENpPepbIBHOM Bopbbe ¢ cyabboilt... BHM3Y CO CTPALIHO-3aMaHuYMBbIM POKOTOM LUYMENUN U NEHUAUCH
YKeNToBaTble BOJHbI, B34bIMAANCb U Nadany, NogobHO MepHOMY AblXaHUIO KMBOro cywectBa. OgHa 3a Apyrow
BbIPbIBA/INCb OHWU M3-MOJ KBaZpaTHbIX OMOP MOCTa W, MOCTENEHHO YCMOKaMBasCb, KaTUIUCL Aajiblue, CANBAACH
HaKoOHeLl, B 04HO006pa3HOM rnaan WMPOKOM peku.

— Kak 3to yTewaet! — npowenTtana AKT3, nognupasa 106 nafoHblo. — BosHbI NPUXOAAT M YXO4AT, U AaXKe
camble BypHble U3 HUX BCE-TaKU CrNAXKMBAKOTCA U MUPHO TEKYT B mope!

Jonro B pasgymbe cmoTpesna OHa Ha OLHO MECTO, r4e OKOJIO YCTOEB Bbille BCEro B3/IeTa/ MEHUCTbIE,
KpyTAWMECA CTPYM, NOKA HAKOHeL, el NovYyaAuNoCb, YTO OHA U MOCT BEeCLIYMHO M [1agKo MON/biAn Hasag,. 3To
ObINO HEBLIPA3MMO C/agKoe, APEMOTHOE OllylleHMe, TaK e 6/1arogaTHO OCBEXMBLIEE ee MOTPACEHHYIO
HegaBHUMM COBBLITUAMM AyLly, KaK ryBOKUI COH ocBeXKaeT yTomeHHoe Teno. CoHLue yXKe 3alio, Koraa AKTa
BCMOMHM/A O CBOMX 0653aHHOCTAX M HanpaBWacb LOMON.

MoBepHYB B HOrO-BOCTOYHOM HANpaBNEHMM, MMHYT Yyepes COpPOK oHa pgocturna Vicus Longus, «JAMHHOM
YAUUBI», OTAENABLIEN BUMMHANBCKUIA XONIM OT KBUPUHAbCKOrO.

Ha eaBa NpMMETHOM KOCOrope nepsBoro M3 3TUX X0/IMOB BO3BbILLANNCh KpacuBble NOCTPOMKM Aoma Jlioumn
HuKkogMMa, KOTOpbIA HUCXOAA B YETBEPTOM MOKONIEHUU OT NaKeAeMOHAH, Mo CBOMM HpaBam U obblyasm 6bin
YMCTOKPOBHbBIM PUMAAHUHOM.

AKT 60AM1acb, YTO MbIJIKMIA NAaTPOH BCTPETUT €€ YKOopaMu 3a NPOSOAKUTENbHOE OTCYTCTBME, TaK KaKk ele
HeaBHO, BEPHbIN CBALLEHHON CypoOBOCTM Ha3apsaH, HMKoauM BbiroBapMBan ei 3a To, YTO OHA B CYMEPKM CTOANA
CO CNy}KaHKOM B ocTUyMe. K ToMy Ke HeTeprnesnsoe OXuaaHne MOr10 TaKKe pasaparkuTb ero.

Ho BmecTo aToro npu Buae ee Hukoamm npocuan. OH A0XKMAANCA ee B aTPUyme W, BCTPETUB Ha Mopore,
nposen MMMo TabauMHyma B MepucTUAb. B CTONIOBOW ropenn macasHbie famnbl. YXKe yaca ABa TOMY Ha3aj,
OKOHuM/ICA 06efl cembM, COCTOSBLUEN M3 XO3AMHA O0MA, €ro KeHbl, Ao4epu U cemMn BbiBLUMX PaboB M pabbiHb,
0CcBO6OXKAEHHbIX CBOMM FOCMOAMHOM: ydeHue CnacuTens Tak pesko MpoTMBOPEeUUo naee pabcTea, UTO Aarke
YeNOBEK TaKOro YCTOMYMBOrO XapaKkTtepa, Kak HMWKoAMM, He OCMenMBanca 3alMlLaTbh YUYPeKAEeHHOro
rocy4apCTBOM HeBOJIbHMYECTBA. K TOMy Ke Bce Aomouvagubl 6bian 06palLeHbl M KpeweHbl UM CaMUM U YiKe
NO3TOMY OH HE MOT OCTaBUTb Ha HUX LLeNu, AyXOBHO pa3buTble TaMHCTBOM.

— Tbl go/iXKHa ObITb rONI0AHA, — C MOYTM HEMKHOM 3abOTAMBOCTbIO CKasan OH. — BoT wmaer Jlecbua c
6ntogamu. OHa ocTaBuAa AnsA Tebs ropadee KylaHbe, AKT3. Elb, Nei, a NOTOM paccKasbliBai.

AKT3 onycTuaach Ha Kpai 3acTo/IbHOM codbl, Ha KOTOpoi HUKoAMM BCeraa Bos/iexkan 3a obesom.

— Ewb, ewb! — nackoBo noBTOpsAA OH. — Tbl, HABEPHOE, COBCEM M3MOXKAEHA. M PYKM TBOWU XOJI0AHbI, KaK
nep. Bot uyaecHoe Be3yBMAHCKOE BUHO... fl HApo4HOo aas Teba goctan ero M3 norpeba... OHO OXKMBUT TebA, AKT3. Y
Teb65 TaKOM YTOM/IEHHbIN BUA,

— [elcTBUTENBHO, A YTOM/IEHA, — CKa3aia OHa, NOCMELWHO NoAHOCA KyboK K rybam. — lpocTu, 4To A He
TOTYac BepHynacb ¢ TO60M M3 NanaTkM erMnTaAHnHa...

— Hanpotus, — ycmexHynca Hukogum, — A 6narogapeH Tebe 3a TO, YTO Tbl YCEPAHO U PELUNTENbHO
npuHANacb 3a npeacrosawee Tebe cBaToe Aeno. A BUAEN, KaK Le3apb OTHocuacA K Tebe. Ecim Tbl Byaewsb
6n1aropasymHa, To HUKOAMM M BMecTe C HUM BorkecTBeHHbI MannneaHnH nobeaaT paHbliue, YeM HaCTYNUT BTOPOe
NONHONYHMeE.

Bce ewe c Tpyaom Bnageswan coboii, AKT3 nevaibHO NoKayasna ro/loBOM.

— HerT, rocnoguH! — rayxo npousHecna oHa. — He cepguck Ha meHs, pagu lFocnoga WMucyca, Ho 3To
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HEBO3MOXHO...
— Y70 HEBO3MOMKHO?
— YT106bI ... YTObbI 51 06paTUNa MMNepaTopa HepoHa.

— Tbl y3ke obpaTnia ero, ecam To/IbKO YMe0 BOCMO/b3yeLlbCsa TeMm, YTo cyabba aaet tebe B pyku. OH 6bin
onnueTBopeHnem Ao6poTbl U MUAOCTW...

— NmeHHO noatomy. OH Aarke noxKan MHe PyKU U Npeanoxun bbiTb ero 4oporoin cectTpoii...
— YT0 TaKoe?

— [a, 310 6blan ero cobcTBeHHble cnosa. OH TaK}Ke npuraawan meHs B ManaTUHCKWUIA ABOpeEL, M TO, YTO A
€My roBOpWIa, KaXKeTcs emy TOYHbIM OTTO/IOCKOM €ro 3a4yLWeBHbIX MbIC/EN...

— Ho Beab 3TO nopasuTenbHOe TopKecTBO, AKTa! 3To 3HaAuuT nNokopeHne Puma, BoapyrKeHWe KpecTa
FocnoaHsa Ha cteHax KanuTtonua...

— 3TO KOHel, HallMX PadoCTHbIX Hadexa, — npowenTana AKT3. — [OCNOAMH, A [A0/IXHaA pacceAaTb TBOE
nocnegHee COMHeHue: A He yBUXY 6onblie umnepaTopa!

— Tbl nOMewanacey, ,D,EByLLIKa?

— CnaBa bory, HeT! [laBHO yXe A He HaxoAwuna B Aylle MOeN TaKoM ACHOCTM, Kak Tenepb. A b6yay
OTKPOBEHHA M NPAMOAYLUHA, TaK Kak A MHOMMM 0053aHa Tebe. Tbl He AOMKEH AyMaTb, YTO AKT3 M3 OLHOrO JINLWb
YNPAMCTBa paspyLlaeT To, YTo Tbl 3a4yMan Tak YMHO U TaK 6aaropogHo. f... a...

OHa 3anHynacb. JIML0 ee BCMbIXHYI0 XKIY4YUM PYMAHLEM CTblAa, MEXAY TeM Kak HUKoAMM cmoTpen Ha Hee
61e4HbIN N C PAaCKPbITbIM PTOM.

— A1 yyBCTBYIO, — CKa3a/jia OHa HaKOHeL, — YTO He MOry BbIMOJHUTb Ha3HaYeHHOW MHe Toboi ponu, He
notepnas cebA. Bbl BCce yTBep:KAaeTe, UTO A yMelo ybexaaTh Nydlle, YeM HallM KpacHopeduBellumMe npecsuTepsbl...
He 3Hato, owmbaetech Bbl AN HET, HO MHE AACHO OAHO, YTO LEe3apb CMOTPEN Ha MEHA UHbIMW r1a3amMn, Yem KTo-
60 U3 Bcex 06paLLLEeHHbIX MHOM B XPUCTMAHCTBO...

— Hy uT0 e cneayet U3 sToro?

— MpocTo To, YTO OH... YTO OH NnontobUN 6bl MeHS...

— Tem nyywe!

— HeT, He nyylwe, noTomy 4YTO M A Noaobumaa 6bl ero. [la s ero yxe A0bato, rocnogmH!

— CKopo ke 3To cragmnocb! — 3106HO 3acmesancsa Towmint Hukogamm. — Ho K yemy MHe TBOM raynble
npu3HaHua? J1lobu ero CKONbKO YyrogHo, HO UCMOHA CBOM 40T PpacnpocTpaHeHUA Halle boxecTseHHOoM Bepbi!

— Ha 3To y meHA He xBaTaeT Cunbl.

— MNpe3peHHasa! — Bckpuuyan HUKogmum. — He 3aBewan v Ham XpMUCTOC OTPEeYbCA OT BCEro MMPCKOro paam
BEeYHOro cnaceHus? He nosenesaeT v OH yMepLWBAATb Hawy NA0Tb U 0by34blBaTb MPEXOBHblE MOBOYKAEHMUA,
OTBpaLLatoLLMe Hac OT CcTe3n NpaBegHOCTU U Aobpoaetenn?

— K aTomy-To A 1 cTpemntocb, — Bo3pasuna AKTa. — Ecim 6bl A xoTena NOBMHOBATLCA MOUM KeNaHUAM, TO
Tenepb Xe nouwna 6bl K Hemy... BbiTb C HUM, B ero o0b6bATMAX, Ha ero rpyan, NoaHON TaKUX BO3BbILIEHHbIX,
npeKpacHbiX M 6/1aropogHbIX 4YyBCTB, — BOT K YeMy BAEYET MEHSs MOSA TFPEexOoBHan, Nonupatowas BCAKUE
obAsaHHOCTK, BONA. HO, Tak Kak NocneaoBaB 3TOMY B/IEYEHMIO, A NOrpy3unacb 6ol B 6€34HY No30pa U YHUKEHUSA,
TO pelleHMe moe Henokonebumo. HuKaKas 3emMHasa cuna He 3acTaBUMT MeHA BHOBb YBUAETbCA C YE/I0BEKOM,
6211M30CTb KOTOPOTrO FPO3UT MHE Nornbesnbto.
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— Ho ecnu oH cam npukaxeT Tebe npuinTn?

— CKopee 1 ympy, 4yem nocayLwaoch ero. Llesapb BAacTeH Hag MHOTMM, HO OH HE MOXKET MOMELLATh YMepPeTb
TOMY, Y KOrO Ha 3TO XBaTWUT My»ecTBa.

Hukogum cugen OLIE/IOM/IEHHbIN. MNotom, BHe3anHo NpoTAHYB ApPOXaBWWE pPYKU, OH C pblgaHUNEM
BOCK/IUKHY !

— AkT3! Bo umsa Cnacutens, nponmswero 3a Hac CBolo KpoBb, He ynopcTtByi! He paspywaii maeu,
BeJinYanLien co BpemeHmn cmeptu Xpucta! He pasbusait 6yayLHOCTM Ha3apAHCTBA U ero AMBHOW, HOXKECTBEHHON,
cnacuTenbHoOM aeatenbHocTu!

— Mup He MOXKeT cnacTucb rpexom!
— AkT3! Morunoii TBO€l maTepu, ymeplien B 61a*KeHHOM BEPOBAHUM B MUAOCTb FOCNOAHIO...

— Mornnonn moeit matepu! — BOCKAWKHYNA TPOHyTaA AeBylKa. — TBoe ynomMuHaHuwe o6 3Toi cBATOM
npeBpaLLaeT Mot TBEPAOCTb B HEMOKoAebMMOCTb!

— TakK Tbl He xo4ewb? HecMoTpa Ha MoM NPOCcbbbl M Ha MOU C/ie3bl?
— Her, Tbicady pas3 HeT!

Jlnuo Hukoauma mckasmnaocbk. C ryb ero rotoBo 6bi/1o COPBaATLCA YXKACHOE NPOKAATbE... TOHKME Nasblbl ero
CMMAIUCh, KaK KOTTU XULLHOWM NTULbI, B TPYAM KNOKOTAN0, MOKPACHEBLUNE r1a3a MeTa I NOJIHbIe AEMOHUYECKOW
HEeHaBWCTU B3rNAaapl.

Ho oH mrHoBeHHO oBnazen cobol 1, ewe ApPOXKa, Ha/IMA B Yally BMHO M BbIMWA €ro cpasy, KaKk YenoBsek,
YMUPAIOLWNIA OT KaxKabl.

— Tbl He xoyelb, — 6e33By4HO CKasan OH, — HO Le3apb Xo4eT... U HUKOAUM TaK¥Ke... MYCTb Ke MeNKui
Kamellek nonpobyeT 3agepsaTb HU3BEPraloWMNNCa B A0NMHY BeAUKKIA 06Ban. Tbl 3HaewWwb meHA. CTynali cnatb,
b6enHan aypoyKa! 3aBTpa, ObiTb MOXKET, K Tebe BepHeTca paccyaok!

OH BbllEN M3 TPUKAMHUYMA; LLArM ero 3By4HO OTAa/NIMCb B KONOHHaAe; ABEPb TUXO CKPWUMHyNa, M Bce
3aMOJIK/O.

YapyyeHHas AKT3 ocTanacb ogHa B HaMNOJHEHHOM apoOMaTOM BWHA CTO/IOBOWM. Yrpo3bl ee rocnoAmnHa c
yOUICTBEHHOM ACHOCTbIO 3ByYanu B ee mo3ry. [la, oHa ero 3Hana. HecmoTpAa Ha BClO ero gobpoty wu
CnNpaBen/IMBOCTb, OH Obl/l cnocobeH Ha BCAKOE Hacuaue, ecim BCTpeyan NPoTUBOAENCTBME TOMY, YTO OH CYMTanN
uenecoobpasHbim M Heobxoanmmbim. OHa cugena v Aymana. Bce Taxkenee un TaxKenee AaBWUIO ee NpeadvyBcTBUe
6113Ko beapl.

Bapyr e noyyamaoch, 4to U3 rnybuHbl TYCKNO OCBELLEHHOW CTOJIOBOM KAaKOM-TO rosioc roBopua en: «beruy,
6ern, unu Tol nornbnal»

BesymHbIli cTpax oBnagen eto. Llesapb xodyeT.. HMKogMm xoueT.. Ho OHa He XO4yeT M MoToMy [OJIKHA
6exatb... O4HO TO/IbKO BEerctBoO MOrao0 CnacTu ee OT rpexa, oT 6opbbbl ¢ COBCTBEHHOWN €/1abOCTbIO M OT 3/100bI
Hukoauma.

Tuxo, Kak NpecTynHULUa, NpoKpanacb OHa B CBOIO CNasbHI0. [lpoiKa BCEM TE/IOM U TOPONACh, TOYHO CraceHue
€e 3aBUCesI0 OT KaxKAoM Taloweldr MUHYTbI, Hayasla OHa cobupaTb camble Heobxoammble Bewm. 30/10TYO LEMb,
HacnegMe maTepu, OHa HaZena Ha Wet KaKk Ta/JIMCMaH, HaKMHYNa Ha cebsi NNIOTHYHO BEPXHIOWD OAeXK Ay, 3aTywunna
NlaMny U BbICKO/Ib3HYa U3 AOMa.

Ha yTpo vcnyraHHble AoMallHMe TLLETHO NOBCOAY UCKaAM U 3Banu AKT3. MNocTenb ee okasanacb HECMATOW;
Ha gsepw 6blna NpUKoOoTa NOMOCKA NeprameHTa C KOPOTKoM Haanuceto: «lMpowaiiTe Bce!» Hu no manenwemy
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cnefly HEBO3MOXKHO Obl/10 yrafaTtb, KyAa CKpbliach AeByLlIKa. HUKOAMM, Tep3aemblii COMHEHUEM U YTPbI3EHUAMM
COBECTWU, MONYaN O MPOUCLLIECTBUAX NOCAEAHUX AHEM, U HUYero He NOLO3PEBaBLUAA CEMbA €ro Tepsanacb B
[oragKax, OTbICKMBas MPUYMHbBI 3TOrO HeoXKuAaHHoro bercta. NoTepsa obweit nbumnupl bblna ana Bcex
6onbwKnM ropem. Ee HeBMHHAA BeCeNOCTb PaaoBana M Becennna gomoyvagues Hukogmma; bnectawme 6enokypble
BOIOCbI ee KaK Obl 03apAnn Becb O0M HebeCHbIM CUAHMEM; ee LIBETYLLAA HAPYKHOCTb, FOI0C, 3BOHKOE NeHne —
BCE 3TO OCTaBMAO 3a cOBOM NYCTOTY M COKPYLUEHWNE, NOAO0OHOE COKPYLLUEHWUIO BHE3AMHO OC/ENLUEro YeNoBeKa, ANA
KOTOPOro HaBEKW Yrac/io COAHUE... HUKogMM yTelan ropbKo MAaKaBLUYO XeHY, roBOPs YTO-TO CKBO3b 3ybbl O
«EeBUYbUX Kanpusax», «3K3anbTauuMm» U O TOM, YTO «OHA CKOPO BO3bMETCA 33 ymM», a 3aTeM OTnpaBu/CcA B
npedekTypy 3aaBuUTb 0 npoucwectsun. OKasanocb, YTO B oTAeNeHUN NpedeKTypbl, KyAa OH obpatuaca ¢ 3Tok
uenblo, MO cAyyaro okasanca u Papakc, HaYa/NbHUK KOHBOA, KOTOPbIA Hepento TOMYy Has3ag Besn Ha KasHb
ocyXaeHHoro Aptemugopa.

OHu y3Hanu gpyr apyra. Ycabixas B Yyem geno, dapakc socniameHunca. OH nposen HukoguMma npamo K
npedeKkTy 1, roBopa 0 MUNOCTU, IMYHO OKa3aHHOM MO0A0N AeByliKe Knasgmem HepoHOM, MHOFO3HauYUTE/IbHO
3aMeTu, YTO LLe3apb, HaBEPHOE, OropUNUTCA, eCN BErNAHKY NOCTUTHET KaKaa-HUMBYAb HEeMpPUATHOCTb.

MpedeKT NnpoTaHyn pyky HuKoaumy.

— Mowu BOeHHble U1 rpaxKgaHCKMe Koroptbl Oﬁy‘-lEHbl HeaAypHO, — CKa3aal OH. — Mbl pa3biwiem OeBOYKY,
6YAb B 3TOM yBepeH! Brnpoyem, A roToB NOCTaBMUTb Ha 3aKaag, MOEro Jiydwero CKakyHa, YTO paHblle Yem Mbl
Ha4yHem Cepbe3HO BbIiCNneXnBaTb ee, OHa BEPHETCA cama!

OfAHaKo OHa cama He BEpHY/Iacb M Koroptam npedeKTta Takxe He yAanoch BbiCAeauTb ee.

[se Hepenu Pa3biCKMUBaN AKT?, an6erHyB Aaxe K MomMmowmn HactoAwnx OXOTHUKOB 3a pa6an|, HO BCe
HanpacHo.

HepoH, cHegaembli TallHOM TOCKOM, KaK Bbl M3 y4acTuA K 6e3yTellHomy HMKoaMmy HasHauyma 3HaYNTESIbHYIO
Harpagy 3a po3biCK AEBYLIKN U NPUKasan CBOMM NPETOPMAHLAM OKa3blBaTb BCEBO3MOXHYIO NOMOLLb FOPOLACKUM
Koroptam. Ho HaKkoHel M OH Ao/XeH Obll MPUMMPUTLCA C MbICAbIO, YTO MPenecTHas, ovapoBaTesibHaAa AKTI,
HaNoNHMBLIAA ero cepaue Takon 60XKecTBEHHOM My3bIKOW, McYe3na HaBeKM M beccnegHo.
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Fnasa 'V

3uma npowna, n CHoBa HaCTynuia BeCHa.

flpkoe anpesibCckoe Co/HUE 06/MBANO 3eMI0 XKUBUTENbHBIMU SydaMn HOKecTBEHHbIX Hebec, nyvyamm,
NPeBPaTMBLUMMM apuUCTOKPATUYECKME KBapTasbl Puma B oanH usetywmii cag. MctouHmkn Aqua Claudia n Marcia
neHunuco msobunnem sod. dopym u CBAWEHHas AOPOra KasaiuCb MOKPbITbIMM CHEFOM, CTO/IbKO MO HUM
ABuranocb rynawowmx 8 benbix opexpax. HapogHble Mo3Tbl BAOXHOBAAAMCL HOBbIMWU GAHTA3MAMM; HOHOLIK
ybupanu ceomx n3bpaHHUL, NypnypoBbIMKU PO3aMu; AEBYLIKM MeyTanm o byayuiem cHacTbe.

B NpOTMBOMNO/MIOXKHOCTb CBOMM CYaCT/IMBbIM MOAZAHHbLIM, CYPOBbIM M MpayHbl Le3apb Knasauii HepoH
NpOoryanBasca B KOMIOHHAAE B COMPOBOMKAEHNN CBOErO COBETHUKA M BbIBLIEro HacTaBHWKa CeHeKMu.

Pa3roBop Mx 4acCTo MNpepbiBasicA MPOAO/IKUTENbHBIMM May3amu, M Torda MUHWUCTP YKPaZKOW cTapasncs
3arNAHYTb Mo ONyLEeHHble PecHULbl MMNepaTopa, YTobbl pasragaTb NOMOLWABLIME €r0 MbICAM...

Kak M3meHunca Monofon Lesapb nocnae NoceweHmna UM NanaTkM ermMneTckoro KyaecHuka! baegHocTb ero
Mua roBopuaa o TalHOM, HUKOMY He BeAOMOM BHYTpeHHel 6opbbe, o Be4yHOIN paboTe MbITANBOM MbICAKN, XOTA
CTpEMMBLUEWCA K TBOPYECTBY, HO A0 CUX MOpP ele He NPOSABMBLUEMCA HM B KAKOW onpeneneHHoin dopme.
JencTBua poXKaalTca Nnwb M3 BOXECTBEHHOW HafeXngbl, U3 Bepbl B UX HEOOXOAMMOCTb M MYXKeCTBEHHOrO
yberaeHua. bbiTb MOXKET, M cepAeyYHan TOCKA TaKKe NoaceKkana Kpbliba MONOAOMO MMNepaTopa.

McKyccTBo, Aocene bbiBlIee A/1A HEr0 PafoCTbio XU3HM, BHE3AMHO CAe/afi0Cb eMy HEHAaBUCTHO. TBOpeHUn
ero NbumbIX aBTOPOB fieXKann B BUBANOTEKe HepasBepHYTbIMWU; HU 3MOC, HM IMPUKA He NPUBNEKANU ero;
nosabbiTas apda neyanbHO npATanacb Mof NaBpPOBbIMM BEHKAMWM, MNOAHECEHHbIMM €My WCTUHHbIMK U
NPUTBOPHbLIMM MOYNTATENAMM €70 TaNaHTa, N AaBHO Y¥Ke 3aMOJIK/NN ero Becesible MecH!.

Co BpeMeHM ncye3HOBeHMA AKT3 OH Bceles1o NocBATUA cebsa dpunocodun n fobpocoBecTHOMY 06CYKAEHNIO
Toro, 4yto Hukoamm BmecTe ¢ CeHeKON MPeACTaBAAAM €My KaK BbICLIYI 3a4ayy MCTUHHO BE/IMKOro AyXOMm
npasutens.

B atom HanpaB/iaeHUU yxe 61K NMPUHATbI HEKOTOpPbIE Mepbl...

BocnomuHaHue 06 AKT3, nogobHo oboapsiolemMy reHuto, MOBCIOAY COMPOBOMKAANO MATYLLYIOCA Aylly
uesaps. Begb 1 oHa vcnoeeaoBana peanrnio HasapsaH: cMen A HepoH comHeBaTbCA B HEl?

OfHakKo OH COMHeBascA; COMHeBascA MeHee, OblTb MOMKET, B CMACUTE/IbHOCTU BEIMKOro nepeBopoTa,
KOTOPOro OT HEro oxXmnaaam, 4Hem B BO3MOXXHOCTHU €ro BbliNnoJIHEHUA.

[a, echun 6bl ero cepauy rosopwuna AKTI, uBaa AKT3, C ee C/lagKum, BKpaa4yuMBbiIM rosoCcom, BCe e€ro
KonebaHun pacTtaanun 6bl, KaK BelHW cHer. Ho 3Toro He morno caenatb 04HO TO/IbKO BOCNOMUWHaAHKME O Heln u
XOTA OHO HAaNOJIHANO ero ym CBALWEeHHbIM yBaXeHnem, KOTOpoe Mbl YyBCTBYEM K AOPOrMM mepTBelam, HO BmecTe
CTeM, NOPOXKAANN0 B HEM TNYXYI0, NOAABNABLUYHO U YTHETABLUYHO €ro TOCKY. Pokosas 3ara,u,Ka!

Kakoi 3106HbII AEMOH NOXUTWUA Y HEro 3Be34y ero *KM3HM? Kak 1 3auem? Ha 3T Bonpocbl OH He Haxogun
oTBeTa, a HMKkoaum, 3HaBLWKI 0 NpuuMHe berctea AKT3, cumTan 3a 61aropasymHenilee monyathb.

lWarn wumnepatopa M ero 6AMMKaMlIEro COBETHWKA 3/10BELLMMKM 3BYKamMW OTAaBa/MCb B MYCTbIHHOM
KonoHHage. Cilofa He NOKasbiBa/iCA HUM oAMH pab, HU OAWMH MpeTopuaHel: BCe 4YyBCTBOBa/W, YTO nepen
HacTynneHnem bypu braropasymHee AepKaTbCa B CTOPOHE.

— Tbl KaXKelbCcA OYeHb PACCTPOEHHbIM, NOBeAUTeIb, — 3ameTnn CeHeka, NPMMETUB, YTO HEepPOH ¢ Kaxaoi
MWHYTOM CTAHOBM/ICA BCE MpayHee.

-29-



— MosKeT 6bITb, — OTBEYAN OH.
— TaK nocsieayi COBETY ONbITHOIO Apyra, KoTopbl Tebsa ntobut n 6eamepHo ropamtca Tobo!

HepoH B340xHYyn. HanucaHHoe Ha ero HHOLWECKOM /inue YTOMJEHME COCTaBaAANO pPasUTeNbHYIO
NPOTUBONOJIOXHOCTb ACHOMY CNOKOMCTBUIO WU AO0BONbLCTBY, PA3/IUTbiIM B CTap4yeCKUX 4YepTax ero CnyTHUKa,
BepusLUEero B CBOK CUNY U LEeNb.

— Ecan Tbl xodewb nobeauTb TBOE MpayHoe HacTpoeHue, — npogonxan CeHeka, — TO MpuHyab ceba
0bpaTUTb MbIC/IN Ha TO, YTO AaJIeKO OT NpeameTa TBoen 3aboTbi!

— IT0 Nerko cKasaTtb, — BO3pa3uA Le3apb. — B3aepHyTbili Ha Koneco UKCMOH, Bonpeku Bcen ¢punocoduu,
He 6yAeT B COCTOAHUM AYyMaTb HU O YeM, KpOMe CBOMX CTpagaHmii!

— TaK Tbl cTpagaelb, ue3apb? A ayman, uyto Tebe He Tak TpyaHO byaeT caep)kaTb gaHHOe MHe obellaHue.
Hey:Kenu Tbl Tak cKyyaewsb no becegam ¢ TUreNIMHOM, NO YANYHBIM MPUKAOYEHUAM U HOYHbIM MOMOMKam?..

— MoeT 6bITb. TUrennnH 6ol Moum BEPHbIM TOBapuwem, npegaHHbIM APYyrom. HECI'IpaBe,D,IWIBO, 4yTo A
Ha4yan Tak npeHe6peraTb nm.

— W Tenepb, KaKk npexae, Tbl MOXKellb [0Ka3aTb eMy TBOK 6/1aroCKNOHHOCTb; HO KOHEYHO, OH He roguTcA B
TOBApULLM Lie3apto, 3a4yMaBLIeMY CTOJ/Ib BE/IMKOE U ClaBHoe Aeno... Joporoi cbiH! i noHMMalo, Y4TO Y OHOCTU
€CTb CBOM MpaBa.. Ho Bce-Taku: BenMuMe MmNepatopa, Kak 6bl MONOA M UBETYL, OH HWU Obln, OCHOBAHO Ha
YyMepeHHOCTU. HeCOMHEHHO, YTO CTPOro MPUAEPKMBAACH HAYEPTAaHHbIX MHOM U 0A0b6peHHbIXx TOH6OI OCHOB
npaB/AeHNUsA, Tbl MPUHOCULLD KEPTBY; HO XKEepPTBA 3Ta HEOOXOAMMA, eCnn Tbl XKenaelb AOCTUTHYTb HamMmeyYeHHOM
TO60OIN uUenu: ocBobOXKAEHUA YenoBeyecTBa. HMKTO He NOBEpPUT TBOEMY COYYBCTBMIO HAPOAHbLIM CTPaZaHUAM,
ec/nn Tbl cam Byaelub KUTb B NyYMHe 6€3yMHbIX HAaCNAXKAEHWA.

— ¥un v A Tak Korga-Hmbyab? — € ropeybio CNPoCK Lesapsb.

— MNownctuHe, HeT! Tbl npegocrtasua 3To0 CeHAaTopam U BbICKOYKaAM, yTonawowmm B 30/10TE€, B TO BPEMA KaK
6ep,HF|KM N HECYACTHblE HE MMEIOT oaeXxdbl, yTOObI NMPUKPbITb CBOKO HAroTy.

— Hy TaK B 4em e 06BMHAELWb Tbl MeHA?

— fl TONIbKO XOTeN CKa3aTb: PELUMBLLMCL Ha BEIMKOE A0, Tbl He AO/XKEeH OTCTynaTbh nepes CBA3aHHbIMU C
HUM HEMPUATHOCTAMMU N OTOPYEHUAMM: HU NPOCTOTA TBOEWN YACTHOM KMU3HU, HU U3YMIEHWNE NPEXRHUX APY3eW, HU
ynpeKku TBoei cynpyri OKTaBuW, HU AaKe NOCTOAHHOE HEYA0BOAbCTBME ATPUMNMUHDI...

— PasBe s Bblka3zan cnabocTb B 3TOM OTHOLUEHUU?

— Tbl MCMO/IHAGLIL CBOM AOAT HAaCKOMbKO 3TO Tebe BO3MOMKHO. HO Bce-TakuM pasfjaloTca rosioca,
yTBEpXKAatoLmMe, 4To 66110 Bbl Ayylie Ana obuiero 6nara v NPUAMYHEe ANA JOCTOMHCTBA PUMCKOro MMMepaTopa,
ecan 6bl OH HEMHOMO OTCTPaHUA UMMNEPATPULLY-MaTb OT 3aHATUIA FOCYAaPCTBEHHbIMW Aenamm.

— Tak rosoput CeHeKa, COBMECTHO ¢ ArpunnuHon socnutaswmnii Knasama HepoHa?

— lMpocTK 3a cMenocTb; HO A AOJ/IKEeH CKa3aTb 3To. bnaropoaHeniwne nogm Puma pasgensor moe MHEHMe.
[o cux nop Bce eule W0 CHOCHO, HO A OMacatoCb, YTO HACTYMUT Bpems, Korga ArpunnuHa CTaHeT Ha Haluei
popore. OHa ecTb COBeplUeHHellWwee BOM/IOWEHNE MMEHHO TOro HedMaocopCKOro MUPOBO33PEHUS, MPOTUB
KOTOPOro Mbl BOCCTaeM. Mbl CTPEMUMMCA K PAaBEHCTBY M CMPaBeA/IMBOCTU, OHA e BblPbIBA€T HEMPOXOAUMYIO
b6esgHy mexay 6oraTbim M 6egHbIM, 3HAaTHbIM M MPOCTbIM, CBOBOAHbIM M pabom. XOTA He3HaKomas C
Ha3apAHCKUM y4YeHMeM, OHa ero NJaMmeHHas NPoTUBHMLA...

Mmnepatop ocTtaHOBUACA.

— CeHeKa, — CTPaHHO CAEPaHHbIM FO/I0COM CMPOCUA OH, — Tbl AEWCTBUTE/IbHO BEPULLb, YTO BEK Hall
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co3pen anAa rmraHTCKUx naaHos HMKO,CI,MMa?

— Co3spen an? Passe 3aypagHan Toana Korga-HuMbyab co3peBaeT A8 BEINKUX UCTOPUYECKMX NEPeBOpOTOB?
To/IbKO MbICAALLEE MEHbLIWHCTBO TPYAUTCA HAf OCYLLECTB/EHMEM HOBbIX NAEN, 6O/bLINHCTBO Ke, eCTeCTBEHHO,
OKasblBaeT UM conpoTuBieHue. Ho pa3se cnpawmsatoT 60/1bHOro pebeHkKa, Kaxketcsa n emy LenebHoe neKkapcTeo
cnagkum meaom? Tak u Tbl, HE CMOTPW Ha 3rOM3M CEHaTOPOB, He XOTALLMX HMYEro 3HaTb O CBOEM Ye/10BEYECKOM
cpoacTse ¢ pabamu 1 melaHamm! HacuabHO BAEWM MM B POT JKrydee IeKapCTBO, M MYCTb OHU PEBYT, Kak dunokrer!

— [la, Aa, 3T0 OAHO y:Ke 6blNo 6bl TOPXKECTBOM, — 33a4yMYMBO CKasas umnepatop. — f HeHaBUKY
CEHATOpPOB...

— C HEKOTOPbLIMW UCK/IIOYEHMAMM, KOHEYHO; Hanpumep, Gnasuit CLEBUH...

— W Tpaszea MNa1, — AOKOHYMUA LLe3apb. — ITO UCTUHHbIE AOAN U MbICIUTENN, KOTOPbIX A MOYMUTAD CTONbLKO
e, CKONIbKO Tebs, Mo Aoporoi AHHe.

— He nouutaii meHs, a ntobu! — oTBevan ctapuk.
HepoH monya noxkan emy pyky.

— 3T HemHorne, — npogosikan CeHeKa, — noagep:atT Hac B b6opbbe, a uUX BAUAHWE MMeeT 6onblue
3HauYeHus, Yem obliee NPOTUBOAENCTBME WX HECnocobHbix ToBapuwen. Punocopma Ha npectone — 3TO
BeAMYaliwan us Korga-nmbo cyuectsoBaBlUMX uaei. 1 He Bepto B B1aroyecTvBble, MeyTaTeIbHO-TporaTesibHble
BbIMbIC/Ibl BOCTOKA, KOTOpble Ham pacckasbiBaeT HUKOAMM, HO CMbIC/T UX BEPEH U, NPM HACTOALLEM MOI0KEHUN
BELLEN, OHW COCTABAAIOT €AUHCTBEHHO BO3MOMKHbIM NyTb K TOMYy, 4TOObl caenaTb AOCTYMHbIMU M MOHATHbIMMU
Hapoay camble BO3BbILWEHHbIE UCTUHbI CTOMKOB, BMECTE C OCHOBAaMM U HALLEro HOBOTO YYeHMUs.

HepoH onATb ocTaHOBUACA.
— B aTOM-TO A 1 COMHeBalCb, — CKa3an OH.

— Kak? lMocne TOro, 4Yto BYepa TONbKO COO6WMA Ham HUKOAMM O MaANecTUHCKUX XPUCTMAHAx, O MUX
npe3peHum K NbiTKam, CNOKONCTBUM U TOTOBHOCTM K CMEPTU, KOTOPbIe OHM NPOABAAIOT B 6opbbe ¢ nx nygenckumm
npecnegoBatenimm?

— [a, goporoit AHHel! A He ocTancs 6ecyyBCTBEHEH K 3TOMY KPacCHOPEUYMBOMY OMMUCAHMUIO, HO B TO Xe
BPEMS AYXOM MOMM OB/aZeno TAXKoe yrHeTeHue. Kak mHe BbipasuTb 3T0? MeHs nyraeT 4o raybuHbl aywu
MUWPOBO33pPEHME, COBEPLUEHHO NpeHebperatoLLee 3eMHOM }KU3HbIO, OTPULAIOLLEE BCE NPEKPACHOEe N NPUATHOE, U3
OAHOM NnLWb 60A3HM, YTOObI UCKYLLEHMA 3TU HE OTBPATUIMN AyLly OT BEYHOCTU U OT 3abDO0Tbl O 3arPOOHON KU3HM.
Y10 Ham — Tebe n MHe — B 3TOM HecLLBETHOM Ha3apAHCTBE, €CIN Mbl HE BEPUM B UX HEDO?

CeHeka 3aKycun 6b110 I'Y6bl, HO BAPYr Be€Q1In4aBOo BbINpAMMACA U MeANNIEHHO NPOU3HEC:

— Al Bepto B Hero, nosennteno! KoHeyHo, MHauye, yem p06KVIe XKEeHLWMWHbI, CKpbiBalOWMeECA B F}'IY6MHe
KaTakomb OT HEHaBUCTU HaLIUX Kpeuos U npespeHna BbICOKOMepHOVI YepHU, HO BCe-TaKK A Bepto B Hero. bbiTne
Halwle BeYHO; Mbl COCTaB/siAeM YacCThnuy 6eccmepTHoro 60)‘K€CTBa,' OCyXdeHHble 3a4eCb Ha eAMHNYHOE BONOWEHUE,
nocne CMepTn mMmbl Tepaem MHONBUNAYANTbHOCTb Hally N BHOBb coegnHAeMcCA C U3Ha4a/ibHbIM MCTOYHUKOM CBETAa.

— MNocne cmepTtn! Ho Beab Mbl KrBem NoKa! Heyxennm mMMmoNeTHas U3Hb 3Ta A0/XKHA NPOUTN B Neyanu
418 Toro, 4Tobbl cAenanocb BO3MOXKHbIM BOCCOeAMHEHME Halle C BEYHOCTbIO? Heykenn HeobxogmMmo mMmHe 34ech
YyTpPaTUTb BCe, YTOBblI MO Ty CTOPOHY MOEro norpebasbHOro KocTpa HalTW AuWb NPOAO/IKeHMe 6e31MYHOro
obITNA?

— Y10? Yto yTpatmn TbI? TOBOpPM, CbiH MoM! [laBHO y»Ke A MNpuMmedalo, YTo Teba MoXKupaeT nevasb,
NOCTOPOHHAS Hawemy aeny...

HepoH NpUHYXAEHHO YyAbl6HYACA.
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— Tbl owmnbaewbca, — € AOCTAaTOMHOM MPaBAMBOCTbIO OTBeYan OH. — CO MHOW He CAYYMIOoCb HMYero
HOBOro. To, Yero Mbl AOCTUIIN, AaXKe PaayeT MeHsA. B 0COBEHHOCTM Ke Hall 3AUKT O YYMKECTPaHHbIX Penrusx...
3TO TBOE cO34aHue, foporoi AHHeMN...

— TBoe, — BO3pasua MUHUCTP. — A AnWb NOAHAN BOMPOC, Tbl e ocywecTsun ero. M Kak ocywecrsna!
Bonpeku TBOEW maTepu, KOTOpas, MOoACTpeKaemas CBOMM naxkom [Mannacom, obbaABMna Bce 3TO MNiebercknum
B340POM; BOMPEKU BEPXOBHOMY XpeLy W Kpeuy lOnuTepa, ropAadYo BOCCTaBLIMM MPOTUB BO3pacTatoLLei
CMEe/IOCTU BOCTOYHOW WM erMneTckon epecei; BOMPEKM TBOEW CYMpyre, ee4YaCHO OXWMAOABLUEW, YTO HAZ Hamwu
pa3passaTcA CTpallHble HNUTEPOBbl FPOMbI; HAKOHEL, BOMPEKW [YyMNoCTM, BOOPYXUBLIENCA Ha TebAa co Bcex
CTOpPOH. HW oamH obuTtaTenb, HU OAMH pab ceMUXONIMHOro ropoga He byaer Gonble npecnegyem 3a CBOHO
penuruto! HUKakne pUMCKMe npeapaccyakm He NpUHYAAT ero NPUHOCUTL KEePTBbI roCyAapCTBEHHbIM Boram! 3T1o
/1N He cnaBHoe TopXKecTBo ¢uiocoPpumn?.. A Tbl BCe-TaKu nevaneH?..

JInuo umnepaTtopa NPOACHUANOCH.

— [a, Tbl NpaB, — CKas3an OH, NPOTATMBaA PyKy COBETHUKY. — A mor 6bl 6bITb A0BONEH. Mbl yKe Koe-yTo
COBEPLINAN; KOHEYHO, 3TO TONbKO OAHW MPUrOTOBAEHMA, HO TeM HEe MeHEee OHW CAaBHbl U BO3BbIWEHHbI.
BnagbluecTBO go0sira — camoe C/1I0BO 3TO 3BY4UT NogobHo 6oxKecTBeHHOM Tpybe, OHO B/AMBAET B MEHA CUY
BO34EPrKaHUA U camooTpeyeHnn. Ho A BeAb CMePTHbIN, YacTo M Ierko nogaatoLwmiica ceoeli cnaboctu... Haasy u
BO CHE MEHSl TOMUT CTPACTHasA, HEYTO/IMMAA KaXKaa CYaCTbA...

— CyacTbe 3aKato4aeTcA B UCNOJIHEHUM HPABCTBEHHbIX 3aKOHOB, — CKa3aa MUHUCTP.
— A ICNONHALD MX, HO CYACTbe BCE-TAKM He paccemBaeT Mpaka MOEM XKU3HM.

— Ho yero ke Tebe HegocTaeT? Tbl — Ue3apb, dunocod, cynpyr NnpekpacHom, nbauen OKTaBun, rOTOBOM
ymepeTb 3a Tebs... XoTa oHa No-CBoeMy M NpoTUBOAENCTBYeT Tebe...

— Ecam 6bI geno 6bin0 ToabKo B aToM! MpoTuBoaencTeyeT! He Aymaelwb An Tbl, YTO A Tak HeTepnum? Kak
uMnepaTpuua M Ccynpyra, oHa MMeeT MPaBO BblpaxkaTb CBOe MHeHMe. KOHeyHo, Mpu3HaloCb, MEHS AOPOKb
npobupaeT, Korga no Beyepam MHe TOJIKYIOT O rHeBe Bcemoryuiero KonuTepa... Ho eciv 6bl 1 66110 MHave, eciu
6bl M OHa 6bl1a CTOPOHHMLEN cBO6OAbI, BCe-TaKM A He Halen 6bl YCNoKoeHWA. He nocTuraio, YTo OTTasIKMBaeT
MeH#A OT Hee. YacTo MHOI oB/NaZeBaeT NoYTH KanoCTb, U A cam cebe KaKycb NPecTynHUKOM, 6ecyyBCTBEHHBIM K
ee 6eckoHeuYHoW J06poTe; HO BCe-TaKK... BOT B Yem Moe HecyacTbe!

— Tbl He NOBULWL ee, — C OropYEeHUEM CKazaa MUHUCTP.
HepoH B340XHY .

— /Ito60Bb... N1t060Bb! MHe Ka)KeTcs, OHa yB/JIEKAeT YesioBeKa Kak yparaH.. OHa owenomMaseT, HanosHAeT
cepaue cMepTeNbHO-TOMUTENbHBIM XeNaHUEM U B TO }Ke BPEeMA PA3/IMBAET B ¥KWMJIax OroHb... B paspbiBatoleica
rpyau HeT mecTa NS UHbIX MbICIeN, KpOMe Mblicielt o Heli! Bce, Bce MOXKHO OTAaTb 3a obnafaHue eto... Jaxe
npecron u bnarogetenbHy0, MUPOBYIO MyapocTb CToM...

CTpacTHOe BOOZYLUEBEHMWE Lie3apa POC/O C KaXKAbIM C/IOBOM, M OH KPEMKO NPUMKAN PYKY K cepaLly, Kak bbl
Ana Toro, YTobbl 06y34aTh OyWEBaBLLIYIO B HEM BYp1O.

— Tbl Tak nobun! — npowenTtan CeHeka, I'IOpa)KEHHbIﬁ BHE3aMHbIM OTKPOBEHUEM.

— Oa! A ponxeH BbickasaTbca XxoTb pa3! A nwbun! iobun 6enokypyto, npenectHyto, 60XKeCcTBEHHYH
AeBywKy, AKT3, oTnyweHHuUy Hukoauma! Nope mHe! Cyactbe Moe pasbunock npexae, Yem A ycnen BKycutb ero!
3Ta oyapoBaTesibHasA, 060Kaeman AKT3, KAAHYCb MOFMA0M Moero HesabseHHOro oTua Jomuuma — caenanacb 6bl
mmnepaTpuuei, ecam 6ol Hac He pasnydunna raynas, HenocTM»KMman cyabbal

— Kak? OTnylweHHMua Ha npectone lNanaTuHcKoro geopua?
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— TBoe M3ymneHve MNPOTUBOPEUUT FNAaBHOMY OCHOBaHMIO TBoel ¢unocodpumn, — oTBeYan uesapb. —
MoBTOpAO: A OTKasanca 6bl OT BbINOJHEHNA 3aBelaHusa umnepaTtopa Knasama; OKTaBusA CKOpo yTewmnnach bbl, a
€AMHCTBEHHAsA M HecpaBHEHHas AKT3 cTana bbl moeli }KeHoW. Pykonnewm ke, CeHeka! HasapsiHKa Ha npectone —
3T0 6b1/1 6bl Camblli OTBAXKHBIN LWar K OCYLLECTB/IEHWNIO TBOEro 06LecTBeHHOro nepesoporal

— MNpaBga, — npobopmoTan CeHeKka, — HO A onacatcCh...

— K HecyacTblo, Tebe pelnTenbHO Heyero onacaTbca, — NpepBas ero uesapb. — MmnepaTtpuuy Puma 308yt
OKTaBuWeN... AKT3 uUcYesna, Kak NoTyxwuihi meteop, U HepoH Hayumnaca obysgbiBaTb CBOM MeyTbl. Ho npekpatum
3TOT poKoBol pasroBop! Ha cerogHa s xouy 3abbiTb Bce 3a60Tbl U NpeBpaTMTbCA B 3aNuMKypelua. MNpurnawas
mmnepartopa K cebe B roctn, ®nasunii CLEBUH, CTECTBEHHO, OXKUAAET HATU B HEM NPUATHOTO cobecegHMKa.

— Kak nosenuub. fl cnewy nepeoaeTbes.
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Fnasa VI

MonTopa 4aca cnycta rycras ToAna TecHW/Aacb nepes BXOAOM B MMMEepaTopckuit asopel,. Yacosble,
CTOABLIME 34€eCb C KOMbSMU B PyKaX, e4sBa MOMIM CAEPKMBATb Hanop Ao6onbITHOMW maccbl. CTYNeHn U LOKOb
cocegHero xpama 6biiM cnaowWb ycesHbl HAPOAOM; Ha NO30/I0YEHHbIE CTaTyn KapabKaiucb NOAPOCTKM U AarKe
MeXKAY BbICOKMMM KONOHHAMM NaNaTUHCKOrO NoAbesaa MebKaaum No6onbITHbIe 3pUTeniu.

— WNayT! — paspganca Bopyr BOCTOPXKEHHbIM AETCKUI rofoc.
B Bo36yKAEeHHOM ToNINe NpobeXkan ponoT Kak nepes, Ha4yaioM HETeEPNeNBO OXKUAAEMOro NpeaCcTaBaeHuA.

Mocne cBoero coto3a ¢ monogon OKTaBMel, MMMNepaTop MOKasbiBajicA Tenepb BNepBble Ha FOPOACKUX
yAMUax B TOPXECTBEHHOW MpoLeccMu, Hanpasassach B AOM ceHaTopa ®nasusa CuesuHa, AaBaBLiero 6aectawmit
NP B YECTb BbICOKOW 4YeTbl. Bnepean megneHHo exanu ABa BOEHHbIX TPMOyHa B cepebpaHOM BOOpPYKeHUU. 3a
HUMWU cneposan HeboNblIOW OTPAA MPETOPUAHLLEB C OFHEHHO-KPACcHbIMM MepbaMM Ha 6aecTAWMX Laemax;
no3agmn HUX TPUALATb PaboB B BbILIMTHIX 30/10TOM OAEMKAAX HEC/IN KaxAbl NO ABa He3aXKeHHbIX dakena. Konbsa
NPeTopPUaHLEB, TakKe Kak pakenbl pabos, yBUTbI OblIN po3amu.

— WMmnepaTtpuua-matb! — pasganuce B Hapoae U3yMJeHHble ronoca.
— Kak? U1 B aTom garke ArpynnmHa Xxo4eT NpUHUMATb ydactue?

— HeBeposTHO!

— 370 6bI10 NPOCTUTENIBHO, NOKA L,e3apb He Obls eLLe KeHaT.

— 370 ockopbneHune gns ceetneiwerr Oktasmm!

— Bbeperucob, Kai! A B ocobeHHOCTU Tbl, Aep3knin CemnpoHuii! Kpyrom KMLWaT WNMOHBI.
— LUnnoHbI? Y10 Ham A0 HMX? Mbl 3aLmLLaem nNpasa MMmnepaTopa.
— W pumckne obbiyam.

— [OKOWMHbIN ABryCT HUKOrAa He noTepnen Obl 3TOro.

— HepoH ntobut ceoto matb.

— KnaHycb Mepkrynecom, ecnm 6bl OH 3Ha...

— Monuun! Nnn Tebe He gopora ronosa?

Takune un ﬂOAO6HbIe Pa3rosopbl CabiwananCb nNpuv noABAEHUN POCKOWHbLIX HOCUJIOK, C OAOCTOUHCTBOM WU
NOBKOCTbIO HECOMbIX BCEM N3BECTHbIMU CMI'aM6paMM.

Ha mArkmMx nogylwkax BMecTe ¢ MMnepaTpuuen soccegana ee ppeitsinHa, ucnaHka AueppoHums.

[BaguatmaeTHAA cTpaHHan AeByllUKa 3Ta, Ka3anocb, coeanHAna B cebe onbITHOCTb MaTPOHbI C HEBUHHOM
6ecneyHocTblo pebeHKa. MiHOraa B ee cMHe-3eneHbIX r1a3ax CBepKasio camoe TOHKOEe /IYKaBCTBO; MHOr4a Xe ee
60/1bLUOM, YYBCTBEHHbI POT NPUHMMAN TaKoe AETCKU-HauBHOE BbipaxKeHue, YTo Aaxe CKenTuK nosepun bbl B ee
npocrocepgeuve. B obpalueHnn ¢ ArpunnmMHOiN OHa COBEPLUEHHO BHE3aMnHO nepexoamna u3 ToHa Noapyrv B TOH
NOKOPHOW pabblHK, Npuyem B 0b6omx ciydasx Gblna OAMHAKOBO HeUCKpeHHa. Ee rnaBHyt KpacoTy COCTaBAAnu
rycTble, APKO-pbiXKME BO/OCHI, HenocHeKHas Kosa M baectawme 3ybbl, Npy cmexe nNpuaasasline ee WLy
Bblpa)KEHME KpPacuMBOM MaHTepbl. MmnepaTpuua-maTb O4YeHb A0OpOoXKMna ee ob6liecTBom, M AueppoHusa 6bina
€OUHCTBEHHbIM INLLOM, HE CNbIXaBLUMM OT CBOEM FOCNOoMM HYM 04HOI0 HEMUNOCTMBOIO C/10Ba.

OTKMHYBLWUIMCb Ha NOAYWKM W NOAMNEPLIM PYKOW CBOK YKpPaWEHHYI Kemuyyramu ronosy, ArpunnuHa
CMOTpeNa BbICOKOMEpPHee, MoBeAnTeNbHEE U CaMOyBepeHHee, Yem 06bluHO. [NopblBbl He3aBucumocTn HepoHa,
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HECKO/IbKO MecALEB TOMY Ha3az Tak HeMnpUATHO NPOosABMBLUMECA B 06HApPOA0BaHMM 34AMKTA, O BEPOTEPMNMMOCTH,
Tenepb NocteneHHo cnabenn. [laBHO y¥Ke OH He NpeanpUHMMAN HUYEero BaxkHoro 6es ee coseTa, NPUHUMas ee
MHEHMe NoyTu 3a npukas. OYeBUAHO, 3AMKT OblN AW MUMONETHOM MPUXOTbIO; OHa He HamepeHa 6bina
3aTparMBaTbh 3TOT BOMPOC, TaK KaK NofAobHas MomMbITKa C ee CTOPOHbl MOrna 6bl CHOBA NPO6YAMTb MOYTH YiKe
MCYE3HYBLIMI B CbiHEe Ayx npoTuBopeums. CoBCTBEHHO roBOps, OHa MMena Bce MoBoAbl ObiTb A0BOJIbHOM
HaCTOALMM MOJIOXKEHMEM Bellei. YBarkeHne HepoHa nepes ee BbICOKMM yMOM 6blio efBa v NOKoebieHo...
Haxe cam CeHeKa, NO-BMAMMOMY, CHOBa NpuLLEeN K ybexaeHuto, 4To 61aropasymMHas NoANTUKA HEBO3MOXKHa 6e3
HEOrpPaHUYEHHOTO BEPXOBEHCTBA MMMEPATPULLbI-MmaTepu, a [/1aBHOE, Ha ee CTOpoHe Obll  HavyasibHUK
NpeTopuaHLUeB, YecTHbIM Bypp, KOTopbld B cayyae HagobHOCTM OKasan Obl el sHepruyHoe cogelicteue. B
nocnegHee Bpems bypp ewe 6onblue 3anyTanca B CETM CBOEN NMOBEAUTENbHMULbI, U OHa 6blia yBepeHa, YTo OH
OKOHYaTesIbHO, 0 6e3ymus BObG/IeH B HEE, HECMOTPSA Ha TO, YTO OHa bbl/1a OYEHb CKyMa Ha ABHble MPOABAEHMUSA
6,1aroCKOHHOCTM.

HenocpeacTBeHHO MO3agM HOCWMAOK ArpUNMuHbI LWEA ee YyNpaBAsOWMM M YacTHbIM cekpeTapb MMannac,
OKPY*X€eHHbIN ToNnon pabos.

Ha wee y Hero HageTa 6blna AgparoueHHas uenb, HegaBHMIA NOAaPOK MMNEepaTpuULLbl.

Kakux 6bl YNnpeKoB HWU 3acnyxuBajla BbICOKOMEPHAA MXeHWWHa, €€ Henb3A 6b110 YNPEKHYTb B
He6naro,a,apHocm, OTCYTCTBOBaBLUEVI cpeaun ee NOPOKOB N HEAOCTATKOB.

OspoBeBWNiA UMNepaTop Knasaumii »keHnnca Ha ArpunnuHe no cosety Jannaca.

MmnepaTop, HanyraHHbIM M ONO30PEHHbI HECAbIXaHHbIM PAa3BPAaTOM CBOEI KasHEHHOM HaKOHeL, cymnpyru
MeccanuHbl, cHa4yana NPOTUBUACA M30 BCEX CUA, HO [lannac He yHMMmanca. ArpunnuHa, B TO Bpems Hagesluan Ha
ceba NUUMHY CTPOro HPABCTBEHHOCTU, AEUCTBUTENbHO Kasasacb eMy Camoi moaxogsallei cynpyroit cnabomy
MMMNepaTopy, U, KPOMe TOro, OHa MOCY/InAa emy TaKyto YyAECHYO Harpady, YTO OH He TOJIbKO ycTpoua 6pak, Ho
ybeamn nmnepatopa yCblIHOBUTbL TOrAaA elle ManeHbKoro HepoHa, cbiHa ArpunnuHbl oT nepsBoro bpaka.

OHa HuKorga He 3abbiBana ero ycayr. TaiHO npe3npaemblii apUCTOKpPaTamMM 33 HU3KOE MPOMUCXOXKAEHME,
HecMmnaTUYHbIM HepoHy, Mannac, Tem He MeHee WUrpan BecbMa 3Ha4YMTENbHYK Ponb 6narogapAs MUAOCTAM
nmnepaTpuLbl-maTepy. Heroaytowme ceHaTopbl He pa3 HblBaAM BbIHYKAEHbI OKa3blBaTb 0BUMLY ArpynnuHbI
6nectawme noyectm n odULMaNbHO BbiparkaTb 61aro4apHOCTb 3a €ro YCayrM rocy4apcTay; a O4HAXKAbl, KOrAa OH
3a60/1e/1, OHM Aaxe BOCCblNanu ny6AnUYHbIE MOJINTBbI O €ro Bbi340POBAEHUN.

ArpunnuHa BMoOJIHE OCYACT/IMBU/IA €0 BbICLUMM A0Ka3aTe/ibCTBOM cBoero b6sarosoneHusa. OHa gapuia emy
NOMeCTbs, BUA/bI, ABOPLbI, paboB, APAaroLeHHOCTH, U CBEPKaBLUAA TeNepb Ha ero MyCKy/IMCTON Wwee uenb, 6biTb
MOXKeT, 6bla CamMbiM NIECTHbIM M HEXHbIM M3 BCEX ee MOoAapKOB, MO0 Ha Ka)kAOM 3BeHe Lenu Haxoguaucb
M306parKeHns MoryLecTBeHHON NpaBUTEIbHULLbI.

an Asope Mannac cymtanca o4HUM U3 HEMHOIMUX, KTO BeN A0BOJIbHO 6e3yKOpM3HEHHyIO KU3Hb.

OTHOLWEHMNA ero K umnepaTpuLe He HOCUAM HU Maneuero oTneyvaTka Ton Atobe3HOCTU, KOTOpYLo Bcerga
nposBsnsn B obpalieHnn c Heit AdpaHuii bypp.

MHoro net Haszag Mannac 6bla KeHaT, HO CKOPO MOTEPA/ CBOK KEHY, KPOTKYI, MOKOPHYIO rPeyaHKy,
YMEPLUYIO YXKacHOW cmepTbio. C TOW MOpbl OH WCK/IOYUTENIbHO MOCBATUA cebA CAYKEHUIO PasHOCTOPOHHUM
WHTEpecam MmnepaTpuLbi-maTepu.

MonbiTka ee coeguHUTb BepHoro [lannaca ¢ ¢pelnnHoi AueppoHueit noTeprnena Heyaady, cKopee
6narogapa CNOKOMHOMY OTKa3sy PacCyAMTENbHOMO CeKpeTaps, Yem ropsAvyemMy OTBPALLEHWMIO PbiXKeW MaHTepsbl,
KOTOpas Kak Ao4Yb KopAybaHCKOro apucTokpaTta, C npespeHMem CMOTpesia Ha OTNYWEHHWKa M ¢ 60/bLiol
CME/IOCTbIO B MPUCYTCTBUKM ArpMNMNMHbI FOBOPKUAA eMy Camble BecLepeMOHHbIE UCTUHBI.
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Boobule noBepeHHbI MMMepaTpuLLbl He NPenbLLAACcA HUKEM, XOTA AaNeKo He Bce 6naropoaHble AeBYLIKK
pas3genanu B3rnag Ha Hero AueppoHun. Ho MNannac BoBce He Ka4an HOBOro coto3a. Ero KpoTkas AHapomesa
CVILLKOM Pe3KO OT/IMYaNach OT PacyeT/IMBbIX PUMISHOK.

Tak Ayman oH 4o BCTpeun ¢ benoKypon, useTywen AKTa.

Torga BHE3anHO OH MOHAJ, YTO OHa MOXET 3aMeHUTb ero noTepto. B cepaLe copoKaTpexneTHero Yenoseka
BCMbIXHY/1 TOT K€ OrOHb, KOTOPbII 3aropesnca B Hem, Koraa Bnepsble OH yBuAan Ha 6epery Ctabumn npenectHyto
burypy monogoi rpedyaHku.

— Tenepb UAK HUKOrga! — nogyman OH, BCMOMHMB STPYCCKYHO MECHIO O KOJIloUYEeM KYCTapHUKE, AaBHO yKe
oTyansluemca B cebe, a Mmexay Tem NpPou3BoAMBLIEM PO3bl... M OH yablIBHYACA He No3TMYecKkoMy 06pasy, HO TOMY,
YTO TONLKO Tenepb BNOAHE NOCTUT CMbIC/ 3TOW NECHMU.

HesameueHHbI AKT3, OH BTOPOI pa3 B XU3HWU yBMAAN ee B gome HuKkoauma, a 3aTem mexay NaBpoOBbIMU
usropoaamm MapcoBa nons, rae oH OTKPbIA el cBou YyBCTBa. [oToM OHa BApPYr ucyesna, nogobHo MNposepnuHe,
BHE3aMHO MOXWULLEHHOM NoA3eMHbIM 60XKeCcTBOM...

OTKas ee 6bin [OCTAaTOYHO AceH. Mannac mor TonbKo npeanonioxXnTb, 4YTO I'Ipl/l“lMHOVI ee berctBa 6bia OH.
MNoctynok sToT AeﬁCTBMTeﬂbHO AOKa3blBan ee 6e3paccy,a,Hb|171 yXaC K HeMmy, KOTOPOro OoHa C CamMmoro Ha4ana
Ha3BaJ1a «CTPaLUHbIM».

HeBbipasMmas ropeyb oBfagena ero cepauem. [OKOpeHHbI ee KepTBEeHHbIM 6/1aropoAcTBOM, OH,
MoryLLecTBeHHbI Mannac, Npeasoxun 3Ton 6e3ymHoI CBOK PYKY M cepale AnA NPOYHOro coko3a, BMECTO TOro
ytobbl, KaK OHa cama MpPeAno/oXKMNa, TONIbKO A06UTLCA ee B3aMMHOCTM; HO 3TOT YECTHbI MOCTYMNOK BO36yaun B
Hel OHO NNLLb OTBpaLLeHWe, Nobyansllee ee 6exKaTb OT HEro, Kak OT 3a4ymJ/ieHHoro!

M oHa 6ekana, 6pocus Bce, U3 60A3HU YTOObI OH He NpUBErHyn K Hacunuio!
ankoe pasouyapoBaHue! MyuntenbHoe, HeBbipasMumoe yHuKeHue!

Mbicab 06 3TOM YyrKe HECKO/IbKO Heaenb rpbi3na ero. MoTepATb CBETO3apHY0 AKT3 M NOTEPATb ee Tak — 3TO
NPeBOCX0AMN0 BCAKYIO Mepy Tepnenmsoctm!

O pgencTBuTenbHbIX NOOYKAEHMAX AKTS OH HE MMEN HU Manenwwero NoHATUA. YcepaHble po3bICKM Lie3aps OH
npunucbiBan ero yyactmio K Hukogumy, noutn ppyry CeHeku. 3Han Mannac ucTuHy, oH 6e3ymcTBoBan Obl
noao6bHo AsKcy, Yel paccyaokK bbia nompadeH 6oramu.

Tenepb, naa 3a HOCUIKAMM CBOEI MOBEIUTE/IbHULbI, OKPYXKEHHbI baecTalelt To/INoW NanaTUHCKUX pabos,
npegmMmeT TaMHOM W SIBHOM 3aBUCTM CTOJIbKUX TbicaY ntogen, Mannac npuMmMpuca co CBOMM pa3oyapoBaHMEM U,
BbICOKO MOJAHAB BbIPa3UTE/IbHYIO, 3HEPrUYHYyl [OM0BY, BMOJIHE Hac/AaXganca CcBOeM ponblo co3gaTens
arpunnMHO-HEepPOHOBOW AMHACTUKN. TEM HE MEHEE OH Ka3a/iCA OYeHb NOCTapPEeBLUUM.

Ha cunbHOM YenoBeke, B TeMEHUM MHOTUX JIET UCMbITbIBABLLEM OAHO NWLb YAOBAETBOPEHME YCNELWHOCTbIO
CBOEN [eATe/IbHOCTM, @ 3aTeM BHE3aNMHO OXBA4YEHHOM HEMpPEeoAO0/IMMON NHOOOBLID M TOTYAC Ke NoparKeHHOM
ropecTblo pa3pyLlleHHbIX HagaeKad, cobblTUA 3T ocTaBaAT 6onee rNyboKue caenpbl, Yem camble CTPacTHble bypu B
FOHOCTW.

CBMWTa MMNepaTpuLbi-MmaTepH LA 33 30/10TON NEKTUKOW MMNepaTopa 1 ero cynpyru OKTaBum.

3a 3TUMKM HOCW/IKaMW TaKKe cnefoBann TpuauatTb GaKeNoHOCUEB M HebONbWOW OTPAL rBapauu Nog
HayanbcTBOM arpureHTua CodpoHma TurennmnHa.

BrectawmMiti BCagHUK Ha CBOEM BE/IMKOMENHOM KanmnagoKMACKOM CKaKyHe exan pPAagom C HOCUAKaMu
MON040N MmnepaTtpuubl. Mo BpeMeHaM KOHb €ero nyrajacs Wwyma TOAMbl, YTO AaBajo arpuUreHTUy KeaaHHyto
BO3MOXHOCTb He TO/IbKO BbIKa3aTb CBOK Hae3AHWYECKYH JIOBKOCTb, HO TaKXke 6pocaTtbh M3-Mog YepHbIX PecHuL,
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B3rNA4bl Ha OKTaBMIO, C /IETKOM KPacKoW Ha LWeEeKax OTBEYaBLUYID HAK/NOHOM T0/I0Bbl Ha BOCTOPKEHHblE
NpPUBETCTBUA HapoAa.

«OHa npeKpacHa, — AyMas arpureHTCKUi cepaueen, — npekpacHa, Kak [uaHa, Ho 60toCb, YTO OHa TaK e
cypoBa... 1 oH He ntobut ee, moii Bcemorywmn HepoH! Henoctuknumo! Mpocto Heneno! MHe KaxeTcs, 4To ecnm
6bl B Hayasie MOEro XU3HeHHOro NyTM MHe BCTPeTMAach AeByliKa, nogobHasa OKTaBuK, A HUKOraa He caenanca 6ol
HEMCMNPaBUMbIM FPELIHMKOM, TaK JIOBKO YMNpPaBAAoOWMUM CBOMM KoHem. O6pas *KU3HM A0CTOMHOro TurenimHa —
OYeHb rAynas W, B CYLWHOCTM, ogHOObpasHaa ucTopusa! B Kaxaoh UBETyLWEN KeHWMHEe WUCKaTb HebecHyto
Adpoaunty n Bcerga HaxoAuUTb NNWWLb KaNKUA 0610MOK, cnaboe axo GOXKeCcTBeHHON Mefiogum — 3TO B KOHLUE
KOHLLOB CTAHOBUTCS YyTOMUTE/IbHbIM. KNAHYCb DNOHON, MHOTAA MHE AYMAETCs, YTO B 3TOM KOMeAUM Mbl UrPaem
OoYyeHb cmellHylo posb! Tenepb ke, Bnepsble... [ep3knin 6esymel, uan Tbl No3abbin Fomepa? KoHeyHo, uapb
MNKCMOH HEMHOKO HENOBKO MPUHACA 33 [Ae0... U... NPaBo, OHa HacToALLAsA BaBM/IOHCKasA po3a, HecpaBHMMan C
COpPBaHHbIMW MHOW Aocene LBETaMM U LBETOYKAMMU... A o5 repos 3aMaHuMBO BeAb O4HO /NLWb reponyeckoe!»

[elicTBUTENbHO, HAPYKHOCTb OHOM MMMepaTpuubl Morna 06BOPOXKUTL MAaMEHHOro arpureHTua. Mpexae
KMBasA M Becefan, Tenepb OHa OTAMYanacb Heobbl4allHON Cepbe3HOCTbIO U CAEPXKAHHOCTbIO, COCTaBAABLLMMU
CTPaHHbIA KOHTPACT C ee KPOTKMMM, MAFKMMKU depTamu. Ha moutm Bcerga OMyWEHHbIX, AJANHHBIX, TEMHbIX
pecHuuax nexano obnako neyanu. Monya cugena oHa BO3/ie CBOEro MOJOAOrO cynpyra, baefHo-mpamopHoe
MU0 KOTOPOTO Ka3asioCb TOYHbIM OTPaXKeHMEM ee COBCTBEHHbIX TalHbIX AyM.

XonogHoe CNOKOWCTBME 3TOM YeTbl M UX BUAMMAA OTYYKAEHHOCTb HEBOJIbHO MPOW3BOAUAN TATOCTHOE
BrnevyaT/ieHne Ha BHMMATEeNbHOro Habatopatena. OueBngHo, YTo cyabba coeamHuna 3gecb Aa 61aropoaHbix, HO B
CBOMX CTPEMJIEHMSX M YyBCTBaX He COOTBETCTBOBABLUIMX OAHO Apyromy cepgua. Kak mor HepoH, ¢ ero
yBNEKAIOLWENCA CTPacTHOW HaTypoW, MOpbiBbl KOTOPOM 00Yy34blBaAUCb NULIb WMCKYCCTBEHHbLIMM CPeaCcTBamM,
HepoH OTCTYMHWK, BEYHO Tep3aemblli BHYTPEHHUMMK Bypsmu M 6opbbOM, NOAOMTM K ACHO-HENOKoebumoli,
6narovectnsoit OKTaBuKM, 61axKeHHO BepPOBaBLUEM B YHAC/eLOBaHHYIO €10 Penrvio NpegKoB U OTBeYasLUei Ha
BCE COMHEHMA CBOEro Cynpyra B340XOM COCTPaAaHMA UK YbIOKON YBEPEHHOCTU M HaaeKabl?

Ecan ke Knasgmto HepoHy cnyvyanocb NpPUHATL TAXEN0e pelleHue, BblKa3aTb BeNMKOoAYLWne UK oaepaTb
KaI-(YI'O-HM6y,£I,b NHYIO no6ep,y Hag CaMunm coboit — OKTaBus Haxo4gwuna BCe 3TO TOJ/IbKO eCTECTBEHHbIM.

3auem COMHEHMA Tam, F4e Bce TaK ACHO M NOHATHO? BiaropoaHblil YenoBek M BNOTbMax BUAEN 34eCb CBOM
nyTb...

Mpu Takmx peyax cynpyr HepoHom oBnageBana CTpaHHas CMeCb CamblX MPOTMBOMOOMHbIX OLLYLLEHWIA: B
HEM 3aKMNanu rHeB, U3YM/IEHWNE, CTbid, @ CU/IbHEE BCEFO — YNPSAMOE HeLOBONbCTBO, MO BPEMEHAM NOXOAMUBLLEE
Ha HEeHaBWUCTb.

— [a 3ppaBcTByeT mMmnepatop! — Kpuyana BOCTOP)KEHHasa Tonna. — Ja 34paBCTBYET umMepaTpuua,
KpoTKan OKrtaBus!

HepoH ¢ rnyboKMm B340XOM NOCMOTPE/ Ha CBOIO OHYIO NOAPYTY U NPUHYKAEHHO YAbIGHYACA...
OHa Ha ceKyHAy NoAHAMa [1a3a W TaK}Ke Co B3,0XOM CHOBa ONyCTU/1a 3ayMUNBO-YCTanblii B30Op.
[elcTBUTENbHO, OHA Ka3anach y)Kacatolle X0/104HOM.

«W Takoli oHa 6blna Bcerga», — noayman umneparop.

[Jaxe B AeHb cBafbbbl OHa He BblKa3ana C/MaJKOro BOJIHEHWUSA, Ha BpPavyHOM Nopore 03apPAIOLLETNO KPacoTown
Jaxe HeKpacuBbix AeByweK. OHa OCTaBanacb HEMOW W XO0N0AHOW, NOAOOHO NWUIMANMOHOBOM CTaTye A0
ofywesneHunsa ee AppoamToin.

Kakasa pasHuua — HepoH! 3eBc cBugetenn, YTo OH HUKOrga He Ntobun ee; HO BCe-Taku, KOrAa 3a HUMU TUXO
3aTBOpWUNacb ABepb CNajibHM M OH YyBWUAEN Nepes COOON CBOK ULBETYLLYIO KEeHY, 0O/UTYI0 BOJLWIEOHbLIM,
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NypnypoBbIM CBETOM NaMbl, TOTAa NPeXHee ero paBHoAyLWMWE NOKA3anocb emy 6esymmem, u B HEM BCMbIXHYNA
TaKas CTPacTb, KaKylo eABa /v YyBCTBOBaAA K EneHe HexHbI AnekcaHap. OnycTMBLUMCHE Ha 30/10TYIO CKaMblo, OH
6ypHO NpUBAEK ee K cebe U C UICKPEHHUM YBIeYeHNEM NpoLenTan:

— byaem cyactimebl, NnpeKpacHan OKTaBuA, cyacTanssl Lenyro aonryro KM3Hb!
MNaameHHbIMM NOLENYAMM OCbINas OH ee NpenecTHoe AL, AyLWKUCTblie BOAOChI U 6enocHeXHble naeyu...

OHa e — Ta, 0 CTPaCTHOM K Hemy NtobBM KOTOPOM Tak 4acTo TOJIKOBana emy oTnyweHHuua PaboHusn, ee
NnoBepeHHasn, — OHa, «He)HadA HeBecTa C CBET/IbIM B30OPOM JlaHW», CAyllana ero BOCTOPKEHHble peyu, Kak
6e3KM3HEHHAA MpPaMOpHasa CTaTys.

Ecan 6bl oHa ewe conpoTuenanack emy! Ho u 3toro He 6b110; OHa He pasbirpbiBana CTblANMBYO, HO
npuMHMMana ero acku 6e3 couyscTBMA M 6e3 manenLero BoAHEHUA 068U,

C sToM MUHYTbl HepoH nepectan BepuTb B ee NoboBb. EMy Kazanocb, YTO OHa MUTAET K HeMy TO/bKO
pacnosioxeHue cectpbl. CamM e OH He yMen A0CTaTOYHO IULLEMEPUTb, YTODbI [0r0 CKPbIBATb CBOWM HEAOCTATOK
YyBCTBA K HeW. Pa3pbiB Bbl1 HEMOMPABUM, U OHM CTAPAUCL INLWb COBOAATb HAPYKHbIE NPUANYUA.

Mo3agM CBUTbI  MMMEPATOPCKOM  4YeTbl C/AeoBan [/1aBHbIA  [AOBEPEHHbI pab  umnepartopa,
TpuauatuiwectuneTHnin  ®aoH. [paBUAbHbLIA, CUMMATMYHBIN, CMenbli POT MpuAaBan HeYTo HoHOLLecKoe
KpacMBOMY ULy 3TOrO CTPOMHOro 4YenoseKa. Mo-suanmomy, PaoH He CAULLIKOM MPAYHO OTHOCUACA K BENKUM
¥U3HEHHbIM Bonpocam. Punocodusa ero noaxoanna nog MnpososspeHne Mopauma: «Hacnaxganca HacToALLMM U
He paccuuTbiBali Ha byayluee!»

Bosne rnaeHoro paba W0 ewe NATb UAK LWECTb CAYKUTENEN, HECLIMX YKPALLEHHbIE YKEMUYYFOM LIKATY/KW U3
NMMOHHOrO [epeBa, NoJiHble BCEBO3MOMKHbIX ApParoUueHHOCTEN, NpeaHa3HavyeHHbIX cynpyre u godepsam dnasua
CueBuHa B NoAapoK OT MmnepaTopa.

Mpoueccuio 3aBepwanyt HOCUAKA CeHEKM, OKPYNKEHHble MHOFOUYUCAEHHBIMU  MPUABOPHLIMU U
npeTtopmnaHuamu. B HocunKkax pagom ¢ MUHUCTPOM CuAen HadanbHUK reapanv AdpaHuit Bypp.

POMKO NMPMBETCTBOBA HapOA, CBOMX 06MMLEB.
— Ja 3apascTBytoT JJMOCKypbl rocyaapcrsal — rpemenm TbiCAYM ron0CoB.

— CeHeka ynblbaetcs! — 3ameTnn oAuH cTapblit KnneHT. — H foBoneH, Kak Tpuymdatop! HasepHoe, ¢
rpaHuUbl nosy4yeHbl 6aaronpusaTHble BecTu! Ero rocyaapcTBeHHbI TaNaHT NMOKOPMA CaMUX XaTTOB, KOTOPbIX He
MOT MOKOPWUTb Meu.

— He Bepb aTomy! — Bo3pasui emy 6oratbipb CO CBET/IbIMU, KaK /IEH BONOCaMU. — XaTTbl TaK 3Ke YMHbI, Kak
OTBaXHbl. HO OHM XOTenn nogaepskusaTb APYXKOY M MUP C PUMOM, M MO3TOMY CKOPO Mbl MPULIAEM HallUX
3HaTHEMLWNX BE/IbMOX A1 MPMBETCTBUI Lie3apto M 3aK/I04EHNA C HUM J0roBOpa OT UMEHM BCEro Hapoaa.

— W ato Tpuymod, — otBeyan pumasHuH. — A 3Han a1o: CeHeka ynbibaetca. O, useTywmin Bek ¢munocopun!
MpaBo, Tora BCe-Taku eLle MoryLiectBeHHee meya!

— Tbl Aymaewb? — BO3pasun repmadeuy. — Cyaa no B3rnagy byppa a ckopee yb6expaloch B
NPOTUBOMNO/IOKHOM.

[eicTBUTEeNbHO, 3TN ABE XapaKTepHble ro/IoBbl — ryBOKOro MbIC/IUTENSA U CYPOBOTO, PeLnTeIbHOrO BOMHA,
ONA cepbe3HOro Habnwgatens NPeacTaBAANM HacToAwylo 3aragky. J/inuo CeHeku 6bin10 61e4HO, CMOKOMHO,
n3bopoxKaeHo mopliMHamu; anuo byppa, KpacHoe, Kak nocie ABaauatoro Kybka, 6bl10 MYCKYAMCTO UM NOYTU
rpybo; KoTopbii M3 3TUX ABYX AIOAEN AepKan B CBOMX pyKax cyabby mmnepumn? CeHeka nu, 3agymaBlumi
HUCNPOBEpPXKEHME ThicAYeNeTHEro NPoLaoro, Uau bypp, B KayecTse CO3HMKa ArpuUnnuHbl, A0XKEHCTBOBaBLLMIA
BbICTYMUTb €ro 3alUTHUKOM?
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BbITb MOXET TaKKe, B KHUre cyaeb HanucaHo 6biNo, YTO HM OAMH M3 HUX HE MOBAMSET Ha XOA rpAayLmX
CcobbITUIA? B TaKOM Cnyyae caMOHaAesAHHAs YBEPEHHOCTb, HAaMMCaHHAA B YepTax 3TOM CTOJib NPOTUBOMOIOXKHOM
napbl, MOrna 6bITb TO/IbKO 6E@CKOHEYHO CMELLHOW.

TaK, MeaNeHHO W TOPXKEeCTBEHHO [ABMUraiacA MMMepaTopckuii noess no Via Sacra, Hanpasnsascb K
KBEPKETYNaHCKMM BOpOTam. HanoeHHblt 6aaroyxaHMem v CBETOM BO34yX ynogob6aa1ca AbIXaHWUIO CAMOMN BECHDI,
W Ka3asnocb, 4To cam KOnuTep NackoBo NPUBETCTBYET 3eMHOE BOMJIOLLEHME CBOEro 6ECKOHEYHOro MOryLLEecTBa.
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Fnasa Vi

®naeuit CueBUH BCTPETUA MMNEPATOPCKYHO GamMANIO CO CBUTOM NPU BXOAE B AOM.

Moka wMmnepaTpuua-maTb, ONUPascb Ha PYKy ALEppoHMM, BeMYaBO BbIXOAWNA W3 HOCWUIOK, pPOC/ble
NpeTopuaHubl MeaNeHHO NPOXOAUAWN NMOZ YKPALWEHHOW KMBOMUCLIO apKoi BOPOT. He byab po30BbIX TMPASHA,
06BMBABLUNX UX LIAEMbI M KOMbA, LLECTBUE MX NOXOAMNO0 Bbl Ha 3aHATUE HENPUATENLCKOWM KPENOCTH.

Crapsbii ceHatop Pnasuit CueBMH HEBOJIBHO BblPasua yaAUBAEHWE MPU TAaKOM HEOXKMAAHHOM 3penuiie U
3amMeTUBLLAA 3To ArpUnnmHa, CMeACb, CKasana emy:

— Hawwn BOMHbI ByayT CAyKWUTb, KCTaTU, U YKpaleHWem TBoero nupa. A nwobno 6pauaHue opyus nog,
BeCeHHMMK uBeTamu. Mpowy Teba pacnopAaaMTbCa NOAbMU MO TBOEMY ycMoTpeHuto. Cmelalt ux ¢ pabamu;
cobepu BMecTe nNpu urpax; NpMUcTaBb UX B BUAE NOYETHOrO Kapayna K Hanbosiee AOCTOMHbIM U3 TBOUX FOCTEN; Thl
AoeH pacrnopaxaTtbcs UMU. OHM ByayT NOBUMHOBATbCA BECNPEKOCNOBHO.

HanonoBuHy 06MaHyTbI MCKYCHbIM MPUTBOPCTBOM ArpunnuHbl, ®nasuii CueBuH cTapanca ybeautb cebs,
4TO 37O 6blNAa AEACTBUTENBHO NNLLIL MUAOCTUMBAA YYTUBOCTb.

CKOpo, 04HAKO, eMy NPULLAOCH Pa3o4vapoBaThcA. Ha POCKOWHO OKpYrneHHOM noAbopoaKke MmnepaTpuLbl
MeNbKHY/I0 eABa NPUMeTHOe HaCcMelLAnBoe NnogeprusaHbe, U BblpaxeHue 3106bl ybeanno Gnasus B ToM, 0 Yem
OH A0/13KeH bbin 6bl A0rafaThca C cCamoro Havana.

Yepes cBOMX MHOFOUYUCAEHHbIX LLMMOHOB ArpunnuHa 3Hana, uyto ®nasuit CueBMH 6bia OTbABAEHHbIM BParom
ee BJIAaCTUTE/IbHbIX CTPEM/IEHUI W YTO BMeCTe C APYrMMU 3HAYUTENbHENLWMMKU ceHaTopamM, Kak bapea CopaH,
Mnso wn Tpasea 3T, OH [Aa)e HEOAHOKPATHO M3MbIWAAN CPeAcTBa WM Cnocobbl K HU3BEPXKEHWUIO ee
NepBeHCTBYIOLLLErO BIUAHMUA.

He otctynuewias 6bl HX Nepes Kaknum NPecTyrnieHnem B 3aluTy CBOEro MOJIOMEHUA, — 3a YTO py4yanoch ee
npowioe, ocTaBaslieecA TaHOW AMWb Ana HepoHa M ero cynpyrm — ArpuMnnuHa OT CBOWX MPOTUBHUKOB
OXMAana TaKoW »Ke PelmnTenbHoCTM U, BCTynas B sorosuille nbsa Pnasua, oHa Kenana obecneuntb cebe
6/1arono/iy4yHoe M3 Hero Bo3BspalleHue.

lMoKa OHa, CO CBOWCTBEHHOW €l BefMYecTBEHHOM 6/1aroCKIOHHOCTbIO 06paTUBLWIKCL K cynpyre dnasus
MeTenne, oceefomasnach O ee 340pOBbe, XO3AUH A0Ma NPUBETCTBOBAA UMMepaTopa U toHyto OkTasuio. O6bivaii
TpeboBan, yTobbl B NOAOOHBIX CAydYasax PUMCKUI Lie3apb LLe/I0Bas CEHATopPoB. B aTy nycTylo uepemoHuto HepoH
BNIOXW/ TaKoe Tenioe YyBCTBO, KOTOPOE AAICHO A0Ka3an0 NPUCYTCTBYIOLWLMM ero CbiHOBHee yBaXkeHue K dnasuto. Y
KpoTKoi Oktasuun ®nasuii CueBMH NouUenoBan PyKy M rnasa ero 3acuanamn Npy NackoBOM MPUBETE KpacHeloulein
mmnepatpuubl. OKTaBMA Bcerga 6bina ero nbumuuen. OH He Noao3peBan ee CTPaZaHUM U CcYUTaN ee Colo3 C
HepoHom BonnoLLEeHUEM TUXOTO CYACTbA.

C ropbkum oxectouyeHnem ArpunnuHa Bugena, uyto ®nasuit CueBUH U He Ayman OTXOAUTb OT MOJIOAOWM
yeTbl, Koraa MeTtenna obpaTtunach K Helt ¢ NpuUrnaleHnem BoMTH B AOM.

— MNoBenunTenbHMUA ArpunnunHa, — ckasana oHa, — ecaun Tebe yrogHo, sonaem!

HecmoTps Ha n3BecTHoe el HepacnonoxKeHne Pnasus, ArpunnmMHa TeM He MeHee OXuaana, uTo ee BBeseT
X03AMH AOMa, a He MeTenna, 3Ta WMPOKOKOCTHAA, MPEXAEBPEeMEHHO COCTapMBLUAACA A04Yb JIaBOYHMKa (B
OENCTBUTENBHOCTU e MeTenna npoucxoguna M3 CeMbW OLHOMO M3 3HAYMTENbHEMWUX cyLocTpouTenem u
cyposnagensues Octuun), nnebeika, pebeHKOM YMHMBLUAS CTapble Mapyca, a Tenepb 3a4MpaBLas HOC, TOYHO eW
elle B Konblbenu 6bina obelaHa obwKTan Nypnypom Tora ee byayLiero cynpyra.

Moaaeuns cBoW rHeB, ArpunnunHa 3actasuaa cebs yablbHYTbCA M BENMYABO NPOLWAa B ABEPMU.
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O6WKWpHBbIA KOpUHPCKKMIA aTpuym Pnasus CueBMHa Bbin yXKe NOMOH BecTAllel TONNOW UMEHUTbIX FOCTEN.
CeHaTopbl C XEeHamMM U A0YEPbMW; BCALHWKM, OTIMYMBLLUMECA HA FOCYLAPCTBEHHOW CAy»Kbe; BEPXOBHbIN XpeL,;
XpeL, Tpex BbICLIMX HOXKeCTB, ropoACKOM NpedeKT; HECKONbKO HOMKHO-UTANIMIACKMX KPYMHbIX 3eMaeBNafeNbLEeB;
KAMEHTbI, 3aHMMaBLUME BUAHOE TMOJIOKEHNE, — BCE OHW MECTPbIMM TPyNnamMu ABUTaAUCb MO HAMNOJIOBUHY
NOKPbITOMY HABECOM NOMELLEHUIO.

B HECKO/IbKMX Llarax OT OCTUyMa CTOA/N YEeNOBEK CPefHero pocta, HeobblyallHO 3HEePruyHoM U pPesKoit
HapyHocTU. CBEpKaBLUIME YMOM IN1a3a HanomuHaam CeHeKy, HO B IMLEe U B OCAHKe BblpaXkasocb ropasao 6onee
HEeNpPeK/I0HHOW BOJIU, YEM Y FOCYA3aPCTBEHHOIO COBETHMKA. ITa BblAAMOLLANACSA IMYHOCTb 6bln Tpasea 3T, cypoBbli
cyabs ArpunnuHbl, MNAaMeHHbl MaTPMOT, BO3NAraBWMI BCe CBOM HageXabl W ynoBaHMA Ha HepoHa w
BbIHY»XAEHHbIN BUAETb, KaK YecToNtobmnean MMnepaTpmua-maTtb, BOMNPEKM ABHOMY WU TaHOMY NPOTUBOAENCTBUIO,
BCE-TAaKW PAcnopsaKanacb CyLLeCTBEHHENLWMMM rOCyAaPCTBEHHbIMU AeNaMK, NOOLWPAIa NPOLAXKHOCTb U pa3BpaT,
pa3gasana BAMATENbHbIE AOMKHOCTM CBOMM XAJIKUM KpeaTypam M [aXKe rocyAapCTBEHHOro COBETHUKA Tepnena
TO/IbKO MOTOMY, YTO OAHOCTOPOHHOCTb €ero ¢uaocodum aenana MoONOLONO0 MMMNEPATOpa HECMOCOOHbIM K
NPOAB/IEHUIO KAaKMX Bbl TO HM ObINIO NpaKTUUYecKMx cnocobHocTel. Mpu Bxoae nmnepatpuubl-matepu Tpasea Mt
enBa NPUMETHO HaK/OHWA F0/I0BY, HO Ha BCTPEYY MOJIOLONM YeTbl OH MOChewwna ¢ ewe 60bLIEN KUBOCTbIO, YEM
aTo caenan ®nasuit. 3aKkN0UMB B 06BATUA CTPOMHYIO dUrypy HepoHa, oH ¢ 6i1aroroBeHMem TpUXAbI NoLenoBan
ero B n106.

Mpu Buae storo 6aaropogHeniwero ns pumnaH OKTaBMel OBIAZE/I0 CUIbHOE BOJIHEHME, TPpyAb ee BypHO
B34bIMasiacb WU, Kasanocb, camoobnagaHue NoKMHyno ee. Ee 3aaymumBO-neYvasnbHbIi B30OP CKOJIb3HYA MO ALY
cynpyra. Hukorga eule oH He 6bln Tak HECPaBHEHHO MPEKPACeH, U OHa roToBa Hbl/la BOCKAMKHYTL: «f oTaana 6bl
BCE PafOoCTU 3eMHbIe 3a TO, YTODObI B NATbAECAT NET Tbl MOI 06epHYTbCA Ha3ag, Ha TaKyo XKe XU3Hb, KAaKOBa KMU3Hb
atoro Tpaseal»

Mocne TOro Kak BbICOKME MOCETUTENN OBMEHSANNCb HECKONIbKMMMU C/IOBamMM C M3BpaHHENWNMN U3 TOCTEN,
Bece/ible 3BYKN TPpyD BO3BECTUAN Ha4yano nupa. MNpurnaweHHble NOTAHYAMUCbL NapaMu B KaBeauym, rae nog TeMHo-
CMHUM BECEHHUM HeboM Obln paccTaBaeHbl 4Ba AJAUHHbIX CTONA.

BOKpyr L0OpWYecKoi KOMOHHAAbI, Ha YyryHHbIX MOACTaBKax ropenv ¢akenbl B POCT 4yenoBeKka M ob6naka
6/1aroBOHHOMO AblMa MATKMMM BOAHAMM NOAHMMANUCL K Y3Ke TemHesweMy HebocKAoHy. HaBepxy, Ha KapHu3e
KPbIWW, CBEPKaIN OTHU MEHbLUMX pa3mepoB. MNpn 3TOM APKOM OCBELLLEHMM He3auyemM 6bl1o 3aXKuraTb 6POH30Bble
NaMMbl HAa POCKOLIHO ybpaHHbIX LBeTamu ctonax. CepebpsHble YaluK, AparoueHHbIe cocyabl U ussAwHble 61043
6blAN YBUTbI AYWWUCTbIMU TMPAAHAAMM M3 PO3 U GUanoK. TPMUCTa POCKOLWHbIX BEHKOB NpeAHasHayanucb ANA
yBEHYaHUA NUpyoLWmMX. JIenecTkn po3 1 HapLMCCOB YCEMBAAN MOJI, @ KOJNIOHHbI UCYe3a/M NOJ 3e/1eHb0 NAKLWa U1
aKaHTa. FocTu bblM pasmelLeHbl N0 MecTaM Becbma 6bICTpo 61arofapa NPOBOPCTBY M IOBKOCTU FNaBHbIX PaboB u
MX NMOMOLLHMKOB. M3 cada pa3ganacb HeXHas HXHO-UCMaHCKaAa Menoaua, U B TO Ke Bpemsa pabbl U pabbiHu
Haya/IM PasInBaTb U3 STPYCCKUX KPYKEK B MaTOBbIe KyOKM 3010TOE BE3YBUAHCKOE BMHO.

Ha noyeTHOM mecTe, BO r/1aBe 1€BOFO OT aTpMyMa CTOa, BOCCeAaNa MMMNepaTpULa-matb.
CnpaBa oT Hee Haxoaunca AbpaHui bypp, cneBsa — xo3anH goma ®nasuit CueBuH.

Bo rnaBe BTOpoOro crona cuaen vmmnepatop mexay OKTaBueid M cynpyroi xosamHa aoma. O6blYHOrO,
nonepeyHoro CoeaMHUTEIbHOIO CTONA, HA 3TOT pas He bbino.

TaK Kak 04HW Wb BHELIHME CTOPOHbI CTOJI0B YCTaB/E€Hbl ObI/IM CKAMbAMM, BHYTPEHHME KE, MO PUMCKOMY
06blualo, 0CTaBaNNCb He3aHATbIMKU, To ©NaBuit U KeHa ero MeTenna He Mmenn cocegen. Pag rocteit ¢ ogHow
CTOPOHbI 3aKaHYMBascA byppom, c Apyroit — cynpyroi nmnepartopa.

Cocegom OkTaBuum 6bIn cToMK Tpasea [13T; Bo3ne Hero cugena borataa ermnTaAHKa NO MMEHWU INUXaPUC;
notom AHHen CeHeka, a c/ieBa OT HErO COPOKANETHASA XeHa 04HOTr0 N3 CEHATOPOB.
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C camoro Hayana obefia, Koraa noaann NYKPUHCKMUE YCTPULbI M a3MaTcKnMe MopCcKue TioabnaHbl, MaT sctynua
B becealy c MON0OAOM MMNEpaTPULE.

OKTaBMsA 06paTMNack K HEMY C NMYCTbIM, BEXK/IMBbIM BOMPOCOM O HEAABHUX Urpax B UMPKE, MPUBEALLMX BECH
Pvm B IMXOpafoyHOe BOJIHEHME, TAK KaK [0 CUX MOP elle He BbIACHMAOCL, KTo nobeann: dyabryp am TurennmnHa
unn dnasa AHuueTa. [nA pelleHMA 3TOFO MMPOBOrO BOMPOCa HasHayeH 6bln KOMMUTET, r4e BbiCAYWWBAAUCH
CBUAETENN, TOYHO Aeno wao ob yronosBHom npouecce. MoKa Bce WaHcbl 6blM Ha CTOPOHe AHUMUETA, U 3TO TEM
6onee cepamno CTOPOHHUKOB TurennmHa, yto AHuUeT 6bl1 MOpPCKUMM oduuepom. Hesagonro nepes 3TMM OH
KomaHaoBan GnoTom npu Mur3eHCKOM Mbice M NO 0coboMy C/lyyato NPoXKUBan Tenepb B Pume, rae HemeaneHHo
Hayan ocnapueaTb BCEMMU MPU3HAHHOE NEPBEHCTBO arpureHTUa...

Tpa3ea Mot yﬂbI6HyﬂCﬂ Ha BONpocC OKTaBUMK, TOYHO He BepA B UCKPEHHOCTb €e NoboNbITCTBA U OTBEYAN
TaKMM e TOHOM, KaKMM cKasan bbl: «[Ja, nosenntenbHULa, Noroaa NpPeBoCXogHanA».

OKTaBuMA pacceaHHO KMBHYNa W 3adana BTOPOW BOMPOC; NOCAE HECKONbKUX YKAOHEHWIA Pa3roBOp KOCHY/CA
HEeMCTOLMMOro NpeameTa: umnepaTopa ABrycta M ero UsyMmuTe IbHbIX AeAHWUN 418 Pa3BUTUA MUPOBOM MMMEPUN.

B pasroBope 3TOM NpUHAAM yyacTve HepoH M cocegka Tpasea — ermnTaHKka dnuxapuc. [axe cam
rocyAapCTBEHHbIN coBeTHWK AHHel CeHeKa CKOpOo npepBan nycTyto 60ATOBHIO CBOE COCeaKM cnesa, YTobbl npu
C/lyyae BCTaBAATb METKME 3NUrPammMbl U 3amedaHus.

Cepbe3Hoe HanpasneHue 6Gecegbl 3acTaBuio HepoHa noyth 3abbiTbcAd M BOOOpasuTb cebs B pabouem
KabuHeTe ABopua, rae B TeyeHUe nocnegHux Hegenb ¢unocod HenpepbIBHO TOIKOBA/ €My O TOM, YTO XM3Hb
COCTOMUT B OTpeYeHuun, 0by3gaHmMm cTpacteit U UCMOIHEHUM AOAra.

Mpn 3TOM BOCMOMUHAHWUMK, Cpean npasgHUYHO-Becenoro obLwecTsa, Ha MOJIOAOr0 MMMepaTopa BHE3amMHo
Hana/no TOCKAMBOE olLyLeHne 6e3rpaHUYHOM NyCTOoThI.

B camom pgene, nopasuTenbHble NPOTUBOPEYUMA, OTKPLIBLUMECA €ro rnasam, AOJIXKHbl Obliv B3BOJIHOBATb
XYO0XeCTBEHHO-0T3bIBYMBYIO AylWY HepoHa.

34ecb, Ha BEPXHEM KOHLIE CTO/1a, MPOMU3HOCKAN YyTb /X HE Le/ible MoyYeHns nus obnactu cympayHon Croi, a
Tam Aanblue pa3aaBannch LWYTKU U cMeX, N0A06HO KypUaHbio 6ONTANBOrO KAloua B TMBYPCKUX caaax.

KpacuBble lOHOWMKW npeaynpeauTesibHO CKAOHANUCD K CBOMM LUBETYWMM cocefKam, U MeXay 3TUMMU
moaoabiMmu, BecesibiMmn Nnapovykamm HeBUAMMO TOYUT CBOU CTPENbI Kpbl]‘laTbIl‘/‘I 6OMKOK.

MoXKMNble roCTU OXKMBIEHHO TONKOBAAM O MPOLLIOM, paccKkasbliBanun 3abaBHble 3Nn304bl U3 UX CNYXKObI B
Cuumnum uam Manoit Asum, ocywanu KyboK 3a KyBKom W, Kak Obl B M3BMHEHWe cebe, LMTUPOBaAAU CNOBA
rpeyveckoi 3actonbHom necHu: «Nyn chre methyskein...»

A BOT cuMAUT B/IOOAEHHbIN, BEYHO peBHyowWmin OTo, bykBasibHO BecrnpecTaHHO MOr/AAbIBAOWMIA HA CBOIO
oyapoBaTenbHyto *KeHy Monneto CabuHy!

OHa 6blna AOBO/ILHO AANEKO OT HEro, 3a CTO/IOM UMMEePaTPULLbI-MATEPU, U PAAOM C HEW CUAEN ONacCHbIN
Turennnn! MNonnea CabuHa 6blna AEUCTBUTE/IbHO OYapoBaTe/ibHA C €e TOMHbIMM [/la3aMn U MU0 MaHepoi
CKNOHATb HabOK yBEHYaHHYIO LiBETaMW ro/0BKY. B 06n1asaHumn eto OTO fo/KeH 6bl HANTM NONHOE cYacTbe, U
PEBHOCTb €ro 06BACHANACh MMEHHO 3TMM CYacTbeM: YEM [0POXKE COKpoBulLe, Tem bonblue 3abota o ero
COXPaHHOCTH.

CodoHuit TUrenIMH TONbKO YTO cAeflan KaKoe-To, AO/IKHO OblTb, OYEHb NPUATHOE 3amMeyaHue, NOTOMY YTO
Monnen, 6pocMB M3-MoA, PECHMUL, B3rNa4 AYKaBOro catupa, Nocne MrHOBEHHOro KonebaHua obHaxKmuna cBou
EeMUYXKHble 3yOKU M pa3pasnnacb TakMM 3a4ylleBHbIM CMEXOM, YTO y ee obypeBaemoro onaceHusimm cynpyra
Canbua OTO BCA KPOBb Bpocmaach B rososy.
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[o cux nop HepoH nosypacceaHHO CMOTPEN Ha CMEIOLLLYHOCS KpacaBuLy; TEMEpPb Ke B30p ero ocTaHOBUCA
Ha Hel ¢ 601bLUIMM BHUMAHUEM.

Yepes agBaguath JIET UBETYLWNIA POTUK 3ToM camoin Monnen CabuHbl byaet obpamsieH OoTBPaTUTE/IbHbIMMU
MOPLLMHAMM, lyde3apHble rn1a3a NOKPACHET, PO30Bble LEYKM UCCOXHYT... JIMLO ee CTaHEeT MOXOXMM Ha nuo
obnbiceBlwero ¢unocodpa — coBeTHUKa CeHeKM...

Ho Torga oHa no npaBy ckaxkeT cebe: «fA Hacnagunacb BCEM, YTO MHe Aafa 3Ta npexoAaswas XusHb! A
BbINWAA Yaly A0 AHa, Npexae yem 6e3xanocTHana cyabba BbipBana ee U3 moux pyk! fl He 3Hana cTpagaHun ns-3a
TOro, YTo HasbiBaeTca naeen!»

Mbican MmnepaTopa, Ka3anocb, HaWAM cebe TaMHCTBEHHbIA OTroI0COK B Aylwe Monneun. [Jocene Bceueno
npeaasaslianca obasHuio TuUrennuHa, oHa BAPYr B3rnsHyna Ha Knasgusa HepoHa M BCTpeTWna ero nevasbHo-
3a4yMUMBbIN B30P.

flpKas Kpacka BCMbIXHY/a Ha ee AnLE; rofioBa, LWes, AaxKe NaeUYn NoKPbINUCL PYMAHLEM, a NPU MbICAN, YTO
HepoH AOMXeH 3TO 3aMeTUTb, OHa MpULLIa B HEOMUCYeMoe CMylleHue, usymusluee TurennnHa, KOTopbli
WenHyn:

— locnoKa, uyto cayumnnock? Mam npekpacHas MNonnes Hesgoposa?
OHa 6bIcTpo oBnagena cobou.
— BeuHbIn cmex Bpocusica MmHe B ro/ioBy, — LIYT/AIMBO OTBEYaNa OHa.

— O, A NoHMMalo ynpekK, — Bo3pasua TurenanH. — Ho Buguwwb nun, 6nraropogHas Monnes, moa AO/TKHOCTb
CTAHOBMTCA TaKOW CEPbe3HOM, TOPKECTBEHHOW M BO3BbILEHHOW, YTO NO BpeMeHaM f JO/IKeH AaBaTb BOJIO MOUM
nopbisam. Cmex caenanca HblHYe peaKocTblo B 0bmxoge y uesaps. Ecam ato ewe npoanmtcs, To A 6yay NoraoLweH
6e34HO0M MeNaHXOINN UK Ke NPUMKHY K CTOMKaM.

— 370 3BYYMT KpaiHe CMeLLHO.

— Tbl gymaelwb? Ho s roBopto npasay. A npumeyatro CBoe AyXOBHOE oKocTeHeHue. Mo3ToMy A U No/b3yoCch
BCAKOM BO3MOMHOCTbIO M C/Iy4aeM, KaKk Hanpumep cerogHs, 4Tobbl NOMOYb TaKOM NpesecTHOM aNMKypeaHKe, Kak
Monnes, B NPMMEHEHUUN Ha MPAKTUKE ee KUTENCKON MyapOoCTy.

— Al anuKypeaHKa? Bnpoyem, noxanyi... lloyemy 6bl MHe He BbITb €t0? Pa3Be KM3Hb Halla He A0CTAaTO4YHO
MumoneTtHa? CTout an nedanutbea? CTOUT K ellle Crylath ee Mpak? Kak »asb ue3apa, Kotoporo CeHeka BTAHYA
B 3Ty nycTbiHio! HepoH Tak monog u co3gaH ans cyactba! MocmoTpu Ha ero raybokue yepHble rnasa! OHu
6oKecTBeHHbI!

— Kakoe BoogyuwesneHune! Ecnm 6bl Tbl Aymana 060 MHe XOTb HaMo/IOBUHY TaK G1aroCK/NIOHHO, KAAHYCb
3eBcom, s coBcem obesymen 6bl OT cHacTbs M BnaxkeHcTea!

— He nputsopsiical — oteBeyana MNonnea. — Tbl, obwmin nwobuMmel, B OZHOM 3TOM KaBeauyme
HACYMTHIBAIOLWLMIA Lienible OHOXWHbI NPUATHBIX BOCMNOMWMHAHWI! Tbl, YbM 3aMaHUYMBbIE MPUKAOYEHUA M3BECTHbI
Aaxe B ganekon McnaHum u JlyautaHmu... Ho octaBum 3TOT onacHbili npeamet! Jlydlwe nocneayin gpyxeckomy
COBETY, — NOTOMY YTO A Tebe Apyr, HECMOTPA HM Ha YTO...

— Becbma 06s3aH! U Tbl coBeTyelwb MHe?..
— OcHoBaTeNbHO NPOTUBOAENCTBOBATb BAUAHWUIO CeHEKU U ero ¢punocodckol beccmblicamLbl.
— Ho KaK Xe caenatb 310?

— CmelwHo! Y6ean nmnepatopa, YTO MOXKHO BbITb BEIMKMM NpaBuTeNem, 3amedaTesibHbiM MbICAUTENEM U
6narogeteniem CBOEro HapoAa, OCTaBasACh B TO e Bpems paccyauTesibHbiM YenoBekom! CMOTpUY, BOT ONATb YepTbl
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ero noAepruBaloTCcA ObIMKOW Meyanu, KOTOpPYyl A 3aMeyvalo Yy)Ke He Bnepsble. [paBo, ecnn 6bl MeHs He
yAepXuBaan obbiyam n rnynble 06LWECcTBEHHbIE NPUINYMA, A BCTana bbl 6€3 BCAKMX OKOIMYHOCTEN, NONOXKMAA Obl
eMy PYKU Ha naeuu, u... u... ytewmna 6ol ero.

— [a? A uTo cKasana 6bl Tbl emy?

— Llesapb, ckaszana 6bl A, otyero 60auT TBoe cepaue? OTyero Thl He cmeelwbca? OTYero HaxmypuBaellb
n06? OrnaHnch BOKpyr cebs! Tbl OKpYKeH MOI040CTbio, BECENOCTbIO U KpacoTon! Hacnaxkaalica Bmecte ¢ Hamu
Tem, YTO HaM MPUHOCUT KpblnaTblit Yac! byab yenosekom cpeam nogei! BoT uTo A ckasana 6bl emy, BKpaa4MBo U
WUCKPEHHO, U, BHUMasA MHe, BbiTb MOXeT, OH coobpasnn bbl, YTO BedylUylo K BEYHOMY MPaKy A0pory pasymHee
yCbiNaTb pO3amu, Yem CAyLIaTb rMYBOKOMbIC/IEHHbIE Pa3MblLLI/IEHMA CBOErO MMHUCTPA M NPU 3TON YyAHON My3blKe
CUAETb C BUAOM OCYKAEHHOrO.

TUrennnH ycMexHyncs.

— 9710 6blna bbl AENCTBUTENIbHO reHWaNbHasA BbIXOAKa, AOCTOMHaA Hawel npenectHol Monneun! Tak npespwu
e 0buecTBo v ero raynble Tonku! Ctynan n nonbiTancs!

— Ho nerye ckasaTb, Yem caenaTb. Tbl He NPUHUMAELLb B pPacyeT rHeBa moero myxa. OTo pacnan 6bl meHA
3a 370.. Boobuwe npowy Tebs, 301010 COPOHWI, HE CKAOHAM KO MHe TaK yCepAHO TBOK YMAaLLEHHYIO
6narosoHuAmK ronosy! A suKy, Canbsuii OTo yKe Bpocua Ha meHs cBol B3rnag 6aneapckoro 6oiua... Tol Begb
noHUmaewb? B3rnag, paBHoCUNbHbIN Baneapckomy cBuHUOBOMY Wwapy! Yke Ha AHAX, B Aome 130, OH Hawen,
YTO Tbl C/IMLLIKOM IyH6OKO 3arnaablBaellb MHe B r1a3a. A Begb Tbl 3HAelWb, A N03B0/IMAA Tebe BbITb TOIbKO MOUM
6paTom 1 4pPYrom...

TuUrennnH Haxmypunacs.

— Al no3abbln, — HacMeWnMBO OTBeYan OH. — [poCTM 3a MWHYTHYIO 3abbIBYMBOCTb. Tbl 6blNa TaK...
oXKuBfieHa, rosopa o Knasamu HepoHe. Mmnepatopy-punocody, Kotoporo tebe xouetca o6paTuTb Ha NyTb
WUCTUHbI, Tbl, KOHEYHO, MO3BOJIMNA Obl BONblUE, YEM HWUYTOXKHOMY arpureHTuy. 3TO A MPEKpPacHO NoHumato!
KakZomy no YnHy 1 LOCTOUHCTBY!

— Y10 TaKoe? Yto gaeT Tebe nNpaBo Ha 3TU 3/ble 3amedaHuns? Obysaan cBol A3bIK, 6eccTblAHbIM YenoBek!
XoTs BCe NPUBbLIKAUM MHOTOE NpollaTh Tebe, HO Heb3A e npoLaTtb Bce!

N cHoBa ycTpemuns Ha HepoHa nonycTbiAnMBbIN B30P, OHA B3A40XHY/1a U MeJyTaTe/IbHO, Kak 6bl roBops cama ¢
coboli, npogonxKana:

— BOT pasHMua mMexay YMCTOTOM M UCMOPYEHHOCTbIO. Llesapb roBopua co MHOW BCEro Aulb TPU UK
yeTblpe pasa B KM3HWU: HO Oyab OH B AecCATb pa3 6/MKe KO MHE, Yem 3TOT YXKacHbli TUrennnH, Bce-Taku A
yBepeHa, HUKorAa OH He NpuHAN 6bl TAKOro HaxanbHOro ToHa. OH yBaXKaeT, OH YyBCTBYeT, OH noHumaeT. OH 6or
Tam, r4e Bbl BCE TO/IbKO BpeHHble, POXKAEHHbIE U3 Mpaxa ntoam!

Mexay Tem HepoH C Kaxaolh MWHYTOM CTaHOBWJ/ICA BCe MoOAYanvBee U mpadHee. OH y)e He caywan
BO3BblWweHHY0 beceny OkTaBum ¢ Tpasea [MaTom. B ywax ero wymenum nvwb BOAHbI 3BYKOB 6€3 cmbicia U
3HAYeHUA, TAYXUX U [ANEKUX, CA0BHO [AOHOCMBLUMXCA M3 OGECKOHEYHOro npoCTpaHcTBa. Mbican ero onAaTb
nepeHec/INCb K TOMy AHI0, KOrga OH NOMWAOBAA OTNyLWeHHMKa ApTemmaopa. OH CHOBa BMAEN O4aPOBATENbHYHO
[AEBYLIKY C YyAHbIMU GENOKYPbIMM BOOCAaMU U CUAIOLLMMMK Fonybbimu rnasamu. OH cabiwan ee cepaeyHblit
rosioc, MOAMBLUMI O cocTpadaHuu. [la, aTo 6blna OHa, EANHCTBEHHAA, HECPABHEHHaS.

OHa ynana Ha KoneHu nepes, MMNepaTopcKMMMU HOCUIKAMM, NPOCTMPAA CBOM BenocHeXHble PYKU, — OH
BMAEN BCe 3TO, KAaK Ha KapTMHe! Bapyr npekpacHbli 06pa3 ncyes n ero 3ameHun elle npekpacHenwmi... O! 3tot
4ac UCTUHHOrO cyacTbs! OH CTOAN B MaNaTKe ermneTcKoro KyAecHWKa pagom ¢ AKT3, U TOT e rofioc 3Byyan elle
rnybrke n 06BOpPOKUTENbHEE B €0 TPENETABLIEM CTPACTbIO CEPALLE.
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AkT3! HeBblpasnmo ntobumasn AKTa! 3auem Tbl Mcyesna TaK XKe, Kak nossuaacb, NogobHo ogHOLHEBHOMY
BECEHHEMY LBETKY MM MUMOJIETHOMY AbIXaHWUIO 3dMpa, yMUaBLIEMYCA, €4Ba KOCHYBLUMCb Nblaatowero n6a?

CTpaHHo! B 3T0O MrHoBeHMe eMy MOKa3anoCb, YTO HaKOHEL, OH Hallen pa3rafKy: oHa 6exana OT Hero, OT
No6BU K HEMY, @ He K KOMY-HWOYyAb apyromy. OHa NoHANA ero ob6oXKaHWe U xotena usbexaTb NpeacToaBLIE
HEMUHYEMOW CTpaLLHOM 60pbObI.

OH B3rnAaHyn Ha ropaenusyo ArpunnuHy.
[a, Heymonunmas maTb ocyauna 6bl ero n1106osb!
OTnyweHHULa, bbiBwan pabbiHs!

OHa efnBa no3sosvna 6bl emy caenaTb ee TONbKO CBOel BO3Nt06AEHHOM, a eHo — HUKoraa. KoHeuHo,
AKT3 He Morfa 3HaTb, Ha YTO OH Aep3Hya Bbl pagu Hee; OHa He MoAo3peBasa, YTO OH He OCTaHOBW/ICA Bbl HU
nepeg, Kakol XepTBOM, HU Nepes KakMm pPa3pbiBOM, TOJIbKO 4TOBbl 3aBoeBaTb ee ans ceba. beaymHasa! 3auem
CKpblNacb OHa C 3TUM 3aragodHbim «Mpowaiite sce!» OgHa CTPOKa; 0AHO OTKPOBEHHOE C/I0BO — U BCE MOT/0 bbl
ele ycTpounTbea.

OH gyman 1 ayman, noka UM BHOBb He OB/lafe I COMHeHUA. Ha3a-psAHMH-MbICAUTeNb HUKOAMM yTBEPKAAN,
yto 6erctBo AKT3 ANA Hero CcoBeplleHHO HeobbACHUMO. [laxke OH He MOr MOHATb 3Ty AEBYLIKY, KOTOPYH OH
OAHaKO 3Ha/ y}Ke AaBHO.

3aralka Tak W oOCTaBanacb 3arafikoh AnsA nedanbHoro mmnepatopa. OH CO3HaBan TOJIbKO OAHO: 4YTO
paBHOAYLEH KO BCEMY MWPY, B KOTOPOM AJ/1S HEro CyLLecTBOBa/J0 TO/IbKO OAHO CYACT/IMBOE M BMECTe C TeM
ropectHoe BocnomuHaHue. Kakas rpyctHas, 6esyTewHas yyacTb! Byab AKT3 ero KeHoi BMECTO KEHLUWHbI,
COBEPLUEHHO ero He MOHMMaBLUeN U Npu BCel cBOel cepaeyHon Aob6poTe OcKopbasBLIen ero 3aBeTHeMlue
YyBCTBA, KaKk 61arogatHo pacugeno bbl 60XKecTBeHHOE co3aaHue ero uapcteoBaHmsa! Cyactbe M ntoboBb OblnK 6bl
€ro BAOXHOBEHHbIMW PYKOBOAUTENSAMM B TOM, YTO OH COBEpPLLA/ TeNepb C TAaKUM TPYAOM U YCUNUAMU, ABUKUMbIN
JINLWLb XON04HbIM YYEHMEM CBOEro COBETHMKA M GpaHTACTUYECKMMM HameKamu Hukoanma.

[a, oH nobeann 6bi! OH caenancs 6bl BeccmepTHbIM TBOPLLOM C/1aBHOM 3pbl cBo6OAbI M bpaTcTBa ntogeit!
HasapsaHcKkoe He6O C ero KpoTKO-ICHbIM MPUMUPEHMEM Belb OblI0 AEUCTBUTENBHOCTbIO B rnasax 6enoKypoi
AKT3!

HepoH cxkan pykoi nob.

OH, nepBblli Mexay pUMAAHAMK, NOBeAUTeNb OBLIMPHOrO, MOry4yero rocyfapcrea, NpocTMpatolweroca ot
cronnos lepKyneca Ao otaaneHHo Meconotammm, 060XKaemMblit CBOMM HapogoMm, 6oraTcTBaMmu NPeBOCXOAALLNN
uapsa Jingmm, monoaoin, NoaHblA BYPHbBIX MKU3HEHHbIX CUA B CTPEMIEHMU K Bcemy Aobpomy, 6naropogHomy wm
NpPeKpacHOMy — Kakum 6eHbIM U OAMHOKUM Bbl/l OH Ha CBOEM lyde3apHOoMm npecTtone!

BHeszanHo HaCTynmneLwaa TUWIKWHA 3aCTaBU1a €ro O4YHYTbCA.
Becenbii wym, HaNONHABLUNI praLIJeHHbIVI UBETaMUN KaBeaANyM, MTHOBEHHO 3aMOJIK.

®nasuit CueBMH, BbICOKO MNOAHAB MNPaBOM PYKOW YBUTbIK po3amm KyboK, npoBo3rnacun TOCT 3a
BceoboXKaemoro, aBrycreiero, cdactamsoro HepoHa.

JNloBKMM 060pOTOM BNAIETA B 3TOT TOCT OKTaBUIO U MMIEPaTPULY-MaTb, OH CHOBa 06PaTUCA UCKIOYUTENBHO
K BbICOKOM ocobe mmnepaTopa, Npu3biBas BCEBO3MOMKHble 6aaroroBeHnsa 60roB Ha ero AOPOryto, iyyesapHylio,
IOHOLLECKYIO rnaBy. bypsa BOCTOP’KEHHbIX KAMKOB NOC/AeA0Bana 3a MacTepPCKoM pedbto, B KOTOPOI 0COBEeHHO APKO
BbIPE3a/I0Cb TO MECTo, rae opaTop npowusHec: «HepoH, OKTaBuA, a 3a HUMKM BiaropogHas maTb, BOCNUTABLUASA
ob6pasel, TaKMX NPEBOCXOAHbIX KauecTs».

MpusepskeHuam CueBMHa, BpaxaebHbIM MMMepaTpuLe-maTepu, 3TO 3a «3a HUMKU» NOKA3a/0Cb BEPXOM
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OPATOPCKOro MCKycCcTBa. B 3TMX cnoBax 4yBCTBOBasIOCb BECbMA MPO3pPayHOe HAMOMWMHaHMEe rocTAM U BoobLLe
BceMy Pumy o HeobxoammocTn aeaTenbHON NoaaepXKuM NpoTUBHMKOB ArpunnuHbl ans ocsoboxkaeHns HepoHa
OT YPE3MEPHOrO BAUAHMUA YECTONOOUBOM U TMPAHUYECKON KEHLLMHbI.

B TO e Bpema 3To 6bin MepBblli NOCAE OOArOr0 NPOMEXKYTKA fACHbIA HaMeK Mo agpecy ArpunnuHbl,
npurnalwaswWwmnii ee K 406poB0ObHOMY OTPEUYEHMIO OT TOrO, YTO PUMAAHE HAXOANAMU HEBbIHOCUMbIM UroM. Tenepb
e 3TOT HamMeK UMes eLle APYryto Leb.

B Hauvane CﬂE,ﬂ,WOLLI,GVI Henenn B ceHate Ha3dHa4vyeHo 6b1710 BaXKHOE NONUTUYECKOE coBellaHue.

[eno wno o pasgope ¢ COCEAHUM FrepMaHCKMM MIEMEHEM XaTTOB M IETKO MOF10 NPUBECTU K 0O6BABNEHUIO
BOMHbI, HECMOTPSA Ha CTapaHUSA PUMCKOrO KOMEHZaHTa KpenocT MOryHTUM NO BO3MOMKHOCTU YA0BAETBOPUTH
cnpasegnnBbIM TpeboBaHMAM repmaHLLEB.

Bce HageAanucb, 4to U3 I'IpFlMO,CI,YLLIHOﬁ peyun dnasus mmMmnepartpuua nommert o6u.|,ee KenaHne BnaeTb B
CeHaTe nmnepaTtopa oAHOro n OCBO60)KA€HHOI'O OT ee onekw.

OrnywuTtenbHble KNMKKU CMOSIKAK. Mprn3BaB Ha NOMOLb BCE CBOe camoobnazaHue, ArpunnuHa npuHyamna
cebAa ynblbHYTbCA, B TO BPEMA KaK r1asa ee MeTaau NAamMA CTPalHOM HeHaBUcTU. Kaxabll U3 rocteit BblnA B
}epTBy 60ram nNo HeCKO/IbKO Kaneslb apoMaTHOro BMHA, NMOC/1e Yero ¢ HOBOM CU0M Pa3fanmnch BO3riachl:

— [Ja 3apascTByeT Ue3apb! [la 3apaBcTBYET BceoborKaemblii, cHacTInBbIN!

MeganeHHo BcTas, HepoH monya 6narogapui roctei ABUMKEHWEM PYKW; UCKPEHHOCTb 3TUX NPOABAEHMI
TPOHY/Na ero A0 cnes3, U OH He MOr OB/aAEeTb CBOMM BONHeHWeEM. Ho cnesbl ero 6b1in Bbi3BaHbl YEM-TO WMHbIM,
HEU3MEPMMO LA/IEKMM OT LWYMHOTO Npa3aHMKa: To bbl10 BOCMOMMHAHME O CBETIOM 0bpase LBeTyLLeN AEBYLIKH,
ropsavo Nl0O6MMON N NOTEPAHHOM HABEKM.
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Fnasa Vil

Mup KoHumncA. Foctn Bo rnase ¢ MeTennoi, cConpoBoXKAaBLIEN MMMNEPaTOPCKYIO YeTy, HanpaBUAUCL B NapK

yepes LMPOKO PACKPbITbIE BHYTPEHHWE MOKOMU.

Ha I'IpOCTOpHOVI naowaaKke, Kak pa3 no3agn aoma ropenum 6ecumcneHHble KaH,CI,EJ'IFI6pr noa, KpaCcHOBATbIMU
cteknamun. [anblwe, BBeEpx MO XOAMYy, B Bo/LIebHOM nonyceete mepuaanm annem rpomagHbiXx OepeBbLEB,
obcarkeHHble NnaBpamun, aHeMOHaMM U aKaHTOM.

foCTM pasfennancb Ha OXKUBJEHHbIE TPYNMbl, MPUBETCTBYA elle He MPUMMEYEHHbIX Apy3en u noacTaBasas
pasropesLlmneca Anua NPUATHOMY BETEPKY, NPUHOCUBLUEMY C LIBETOUHbIX KNYyM6 BONHbI 6aaroyxaHuii. Bcem 6bi10
npMaTHO ocBoboXaeHne oT 0beAeHHOro LuepemoHuana, U BCAKUI Chnewnn oTAOXHYTb M cobpaTbCca C HOBbIMU
CMNAaMM 4NA HacNaXKAEeHMA TeM, YTO ele Hblio BRepeau.

MpekpacHan cynpyra OTto, NMonnes CabuHa, onepwmncb POCKOLWHOW PYKOM Ha Nie4yo CBOEN KOMMAHbOHKMY,
bOUHUKMAHKKM Xa3apbl, MeAIEHHbIMM WaraMy Hanpasuaach K Napky.

— Y nopa 6bis10 Hawemy amPpUTPUOHY OTNYCTUTb HAc, — rNyboKo BAbIXas NpPoxnagHblA BO34yX, CKa3asa

OHa. — KaKas yyaHasa Houb!
— YypHas, Kak cHoBmaeHue! — npowenTtana cTpacTHas Xasgpa.
— Y10 Cc TO6OM, ANUTA? Thi APOKULWL?
— A Bupgena ero...
— Koro? TBoero npetopunaHua?
— Moero 6oxectBeHHOro ®apakca! NoKa mbl cMaenu 3a CToIOM, OH AiBa pasa NpoLlen No KaBeguymy.
MNonneA 3acmeanaco.

— Heyenu ke 310 npaBaa? — ¢ U3yMAEHWEM CNPOCUIA OHA. — Mos XOpOLIEHbKan KyKOJIKa, MasieHbKas,
rmbkaa ¢MHUKMAHKA AencTBMTENbHO BAKOOMANack B congata? U ewe B Takoro Kosnocca? KnsHycb 3pocom, A
npeanonaarana B Tebe Ny4ywnii BKyc, Xasgpal

— A A, rocnoxa, K/IAHYCb Tebe MeﬂbKapTOM, 6orom moux OoTyoB, 4TO HUKaKoM CMepTHbIl\;I HE MOXeT
CpaBHUTbCA B 6/'IaI'OpOACTBe C O4apoBaTe/ibHbIM CDapaKCOM.

— Tbl BAtOGNEHA M nOoTOMY 6e3ymHO 6b110 6bl ocy»kaaTbh TBoero Papakca. M A Takke BNoaHe yBepeHa, YTo
Tbl BblLL/1a Obl 32 HETO 3aMy»K, byAb OH XOTb pab unum nanad. Ecam yx 7ol cebe 3abepellub YTO-HNUOYAb B rON0BY...

— [la, rocnorka, 3To TakK. A 6e3paccyp,Hoe CO34aHune, U MeHA U3YMAAET TO, YTO Tbl eulle TeEPnUb MEHA,
HEeCMOoTpPA Ha MOoU OLWNBKM U rnynocTu.

— Al 4OCTaTOMHO 30PKO CMOTPIO, UTOBbI MasieHbKasa BapBapKa WCMNOATULIKA He Mepelieronsna MeHs,
BOObOLWE e MHe HpaBuTcA TBOSA OypHasa HaTypa, Npu CAydyae NPUMKPbIBalOLWasaca 060N0YKON KpPOTOCTU M
Aobpoaywus. S BeAb 3Hato, YTO Tbl NOBMLWb MEHSA M YTO B HYXKAe A Moria 6bl CMeNo NONOKUTLCA Ha Tebs.

— Mos M3Hb NpuHagnexuT tebe! — BoCKAMKHyNa Xasgpa.

— Bbnarogapto. Ho ckaxku, umeellb 11 Tbl AOKa3aTeIbCTBA B3aMMHOCTUN 6oxkecTBeHHoro ®apakca?
— [a, rocnoxa. HegasHo, Korga s cay4yaiiHO BCTPETU/IACh C HUM...

— OH nocmoTpen Ha Tebs, Kak bpuTaHel, Ha KanuTonnin. 1o s yxKe 3Hato. Ho no-moemy 3Toro mano.

— No-moemy, Takxe. CerogHs, ogHaKo, oH 6pocan Ha MEHA TaKune B30pPbI...
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— Kak no KpaiiHeit mepe Tpu 6putaHual — 3acmesnace Monnes.
— [axe 6onble Toro. OH BeNen ogHOMY M3 CNYr nepeaaTb MHe NOMOCKY nanupyca...
— Jep3kuit!

— WUctuHHas nobosb Bcerga cMmena, — Bo3pasuia puHUKMaHka. — Bot, 6naropoaHeiwas Monnes, npoyty
N CKaXXM MHe TBOe OTKPOBEeHHOe MHeHue!

Monnes B3s1a 3aMM1CKy 1 NPU MepLIAIOLLEM CUSHUM CBETU/IbHUKA pa3obpana cneaytouee:
— Hy yTo Tbl CKaXewb? — npowenTana Xasapa.

— OH penaet Tebe npeanoxeHue, — paBHoAYLWHO oTBevana Monnes.

— Tbl AyMaellb, ero HaMepPeHUA YeCTHbI?

— HecomHeHHoO. Ecaun Tbl 3TOro enaews, Tebe CTOMT TONbKO CKasaTb na. Ho Bce-Takm A nonarato, 4to
XopouweHbKaa Xasgpa, nogpyra lonneu, pasmbICIUT, Npexae Yyem BbIVIAeT 3aMyX 3a TaKoro nnebes.

— HuuyTtb! — BcKpnyana dMHUKMAHKA, NpaYa 3anncky. — Jlydlwe ceroaHs, yem 3asTpa!l MNnebeit! Y1o mHe o
€ro NPOUCXOXKAEHUSA, KOrAa OH Cam BOJIHYEeT Moe cepaLe?

MepBobbITHAA NbINKOCTL AEBYLLKM TPOHYA XON04HYI0 HAaTypy MNonnew.
— MeuTaTenbHaa Aypoyka! — HacMeLw/IMBO CKasasna oHa.

— Kakas s ecTb, Takaa A M ecTb, — BO3pa3uia Xasgpa. — M A He NOHMMAI, KaK MOXKEeT roBOpUTb Tak
MNonnes, cama 3Hakomas c tobosblo. KoHevHo...

— Hy, KoHuait ke!
— A1 60t0Cb, Tbl CEPAMLLLCA Ha MEHA...
— Morna nu Tbl Koraa-Hubyab YyNpeKkHyTb MeHA B MenovHocTn? fosopu!

— Xopouwo. Al xoTena cKasaTb, YTO A, Xa3apa, NoOHMMato Ntob0Bb MHave, yem Monnea CabuHa. Tbl NtO6ULWB
TBOEro cynpyra OTO, HO Tbl TakXe ciaywaewb nobesHoctn TurennunHa, Kaa v /louusa, Tuta n Tauus... BoT 3To,
ceeTnelnwasn Monnes, Ana meHsA 6bi1o 6bl HEBO3MOXKHO; i MOry Nt06UTb TONBKO OAHOrO, a APYrMe ANA MeHs He
CYLLLECTBYIOT.

— Tbl mosKelb 106UTb TONBKO 0AHOro, — ryxo npoluentana Monnea. — Xasapa, AuTa, KAAHYCb Boramu, A
He 3Halo, }KaneTb I MHe Teba UK 3aBnaoBaTh Tebe. A He NO6AI0 HUKOTO, HUKOTO, Aae Le3aps, KOTOPOro Xouy
NOKOPWUTD...

— KaK noHMmaTb TBOM c/10Ba?

— Tbl f0/MKHA y3HATb BCe, TaK KaK Tbl MOXeLWb MHe MOHaAo0bUTbCA paHblle, Yem Tbl OXUAaelwb. Buanuws,
Xasppa, BO MHe XMBET TO/IbKO OAHO KenaHue: nepBeHCTBOBATb. CHayana Hag KeHwwmHamu. A xouy 6biTb
npeKpacHenwWwen mexay HUIMK 1 Bo3byXKAaTb 06LLYIO 3aBUCTb. ITOrO A y}Ke J0CTUrNA. Becb PUm y Moux Hor. Al He
npeHebpera HAKAKMMU CTapaHUAMU 418 TOro, YTOObl COXPaHUTb M elle BO3BbICUTb AAaPOBaHHYIO MHE NPUPOLOoi
KpacorTy...

— 370 A 3Hato. Tl ynoTpebnsewb AparoLeHHble NPUTUPAHUA, MAaCKM U3 TECTA, MOJIOYHbIE BaHHbI... U A 3Hat0
TaK)Ke, YTO Tbl MPeKpacHenwasa u3 npekpacHbix. OgHa TonbKo nmnepatpuua OKTaBuA, ObiTb MOMKET, moria 6bl
nocnopuTb ¢ Toboi, ecnu Hbl He ee BeYHaA 61eA4HOCTb, CAEPKAHHOCTb U MOYANNBOCTb.

— OkTaBusa! He npomnsHocu sToro umenn! 3Haelwsb M Tbl, Noyemy 5 Bbiwna 3a CanbBua OTo? U3 ntobeu? O,
MAnageH4yeckan npoctoTta! A paccunTbiBana NpubAM3UTLCA Yepe3 HEro K ero Apyry-umnepatopy U oBnagetb ero
cepAauem, OoTOABMHYB Ha 3agHWIM naaH b6aegHbin npuspak OKktasuu... Tuwe! BoT naer CodpoHuin TurennmH c
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AueppoHueit. 3aBTpa Tbl y3Haewb b6onblue. MHe He3ayem NpeanucbiBaTb CTPOXKAMLWeEe MOYaHNE MOEWN YMHOM
Xasgpe.

OHM NOBEPHYN K AOMY, MeXAy TEM KaK arpureHTel, ¢ ALeppoHMen NPOoLL/IM B NapK B CTOPOHE OT HUX.

— CKaxkeWb /M Tbl HAKOHEL, B 4Yem [Jeno? — HeTepnesnBO chpawuvBana ¢peinvHa umnepaTpuLbl-
maTtepu. — YT1o? Matm c Toboii B BA3OBYIO anneto? Hu 3a Kakue cokposuwa Jingumn! ArpunnuHa m 1o 6yaert
YAUBAATHCA...

— ArpunnuHa 3aHATa ropsayeit becepon ¢ CEHEKOM, a Y KOro OH 3axXBaTu B cBou dpunocodckue Kormu...

— dunocodckme Kortm nydwe Korrei XuwHuKa. Tol KopwyH, CopoHuii. A Tebe HM Ha BO/IOC He A0BepsIO.
lMpu13Haiica, YTo yaMBUTENbHAA TallHa, KOTOPYIO Tbl XOTEN COOBLWMTb MHe, Bblna NycTbim Npeanorom!

— Bbicnywan n cygm cama! Jannac, TBoi npexHuit MNannac...

— Mot Mannac? CoseTyio Tebe NpuMNpsaTaTb TaKME BbIPA*KEHUS ANA TeX, KOMY OHM MOTYT HPaBUTbCS;
Hanpumep gnsa Nonnen CabuHbl...

— Ara! Tbl peBHyelb...

— A? [a pa3pa3uT lOnuTep CBOM rPOMOBbIe CTPesbl Haf, TBOel nycTol ronosoli! A peBHy0? YK He K Tebe
/1N, BCECBETHOMY rAaynuy, beratouwemy 3a Kaxaon tobKoin? [ns MeHs Tbl TaKoW e 4yypbaH, Kak MaKkk B
atennaHckmx urpax! Hy, Tak uTo e 3ToT Nannac, L0 KOTOPOro MHe TaK *Ke Maso Aena, Kak Tebe...

— [a? KpacHokyapoi AueppoHuun HeT gena go Mannaca? O, Tbl HeBUHHOCTb! Kak 6yato Bca Utanus, co
BCEMM ee OCTPOBaMM, He 3HaeT O Ballel TalHOoM nomoJiBKe!

— 3710 H6eccoBecTHan 10Xb! KTo 310 roBopuT? Ha3zoBu MHe cnjieTHMKA, 4ToObl A MOr/1a NpUBAEYL ero K cyay!
— Ho Begb Tbl He byaellb onpoBepraTo...

— HasoBu mHe Herogsa! — ApocTHO NOBTOpAa OHa.

— DTO OH cam...

— Kak oH cam? — npepsasia OHa ero B BOJIHEHNN, HE 3ameyan, YTo 6e3 BCAKMX ﬂMAMVICKMX COKpoOBUL, yXe
BOLW/1a 3a XUTPbIM arpuUreHTuem B TEMHYIO anneto.

— OH cam, — npogoskan TUrenMH, HeOXKMAAHHO C HEMPEOLONMMOM CUNOKN NpUuBEKan ee K cebe, — OH
CaM XOTSl eLle He UCNbITas, KaK LenytoT rybbl pbiXKei NaHTepbl, HO TBOW NPEBOCXOAHbIN Apyr TUreNNnH Kenan bbl
HaKoHel, IMYHO cAaenaTtb 3TOT onbiT... He conpoTtusnsica, npekpacHoe auta! Beab A 3Hato, yTto AueppoHus
CMepTeNbHO BtO6/IEHa B MeHS.

— Boizgem no KpaitHeit mepe B KyCTbl, — MOKOPHO CKa3asia OHa. — TaK BOT CMbIC/ TBOMX peyeli! A uctopuma
npo Mannaca...

— Bblna TonbKO Npeasorom, — npowentan TurennmH. — Mongem n He wymn! Ewe oanH nouenyin, mos
ronybka. BoT Tak, npenectHo! CKaxu Tenepb, YTO Tbl XO4yelb ObiTb CYACTAMBOM CO MHOW XOTA Obl OAMH
6naXKeHHbIN, MMMONETHbIN AeHb. TOBOPU e, oyapoBaTenbHasa naHTepa! A nobno Tebs 6esrpaHUYHO!

— [a, — npowenTtana ALeppoHus.
— Kakoe cyacTbe gaelb Tbl MHe! — BOCTOPYKEHHO BOCK/JMKHY arpuUreHTed,

anI’IO,CI,HFIB obenmu PYKammn ee nblaiaswyro rosiosy, OH Cpasy nocne 6aHaNbHbIX HEXHOCTEN OMbITHOro
cobnasHuTens BAPYr nonydun I'IOI'IHOBECHel‘/iLIJyIO M3 NnoLieYvYunH, KOF,CI,a-}'IVI6O AO0CTaBaBWKMUXCA Ha 4010 3TOro
HaXa/1bHOIo BOJ/IOKUTbI.

B TO e MrHOBeHMWe BbIPBaBLUMCb OT Hero, ALEPPOHMSA C MPOBOPCTBOM XOpbKa Bpocunacb 6exaTb B

-49-



ocCBelWeHHYI0 YaCTb NapkKa.

— ManeHbKasa bectual — ycmexHynca arpureHTel. — TaKoM e NOHATHbIN MUMUYECKUI A3bIK, ObITb MOXET,
n3basun 6b1 begHyto Jlykpeunto oT camoybuinctea. OTBpaTUTeNnbHO! A He Noslydyan TaKow 3aTpeLLUHbI C TEX CaMblX
nop Kak Bbilwen u3 wkonbl. Ho Bce paBHO. A et gam cebs 3HaTb! Kak pa3s Tenepb OHa MEHSs U MaHWT, a ee
nouenyu, Aaxke ecau U NPpUHyXKAeHHble, BCe-Taku yAUBUTENbHO MNOXOANAN Ha UCKPEHHME...

HaneBaa rpeyecKkylo 3acCTO/MIbHYIO TMecHio, OH MeANIeHHO TNoc/iefoBan 3a CBOeW  YAMBUTENbHOWM
cobecegHuuUeN.

Meay Tem AueppoHMsA NpUCoeaMHWMNACh K NepBOlM MNonaBlencs el rpynne, LEHTPOM KOTOpPOW 6bin
HayaNbHUK Mmu3eickoro ¢nota AHuueT. Pas3roBop, ecTecTBEHHO, LWef O CMOPHOW CKadke mexay ®ynbrypom
TurennnHa v NPEBOCXOLHON YNCTOKPOBHOM KOBbINOM MOpsiKa.

«AHUMUET, — xoTena 6bI10 BCKPUYaTb pasbapeHHas ALeppoHus, — a Aana boram BenMKUI 06eT, ecin OHU
peLlaT cnop B No/ib3y TBoei npekpacHol ®nasbl!» Ho cnosa 3amepnin Ha ee rybax, oHa NPOM3HEC/A TO/bKO MMA
AHVLETa 1, KOTrA4a OH BOMPOCUTENIbHO B3MAHY/ Ha Hee, Nnpubasuaa TUXO:

— PasBe cyabW yKe BbIHEC/IM MPUTOBOpP?

Bce ynbl6HYNUCH, AaKe OTNYWEHHUK ApTEMUAOP, CKPOMHO CTOABLUMIA TYT e pagom ¢ pabom Muamxom.
BHe3anHoe BMELWaTeNbCTBO PbIKEBOMIOCOW WMCMNAHKM AEWCTBUTE/NIbHO BbIWAO O4YeHb HENOBKO; Bcem 6blno
MOHATHO, YTO NPOMU3HOCA 3TU C/1I0BA, OHA XOTEe/1a CKa3aTb YTO-TO COBEPLUEHHO APYroe.

CnopHoe cocTA3aHve mexagy Pynbrypom TurennmHa u dnasoit AHuueTa 6bl10 M3BECTHO BO BCeX
noApobHocTAX nocnegHemy paby CEMMXOIMHOMO ropoAa M BCe C TaKUM INXOPAA0UHbIM HETEPNEHNEM OXKMAANM
pelieHna 3HaTOKOB, YT BbicTporiasan ALeppoHNA TOTYaC CMEKHYNa CBOM npomax. Bonpoc ee gonxeH 6bin 6biTb
NPUHAT MW 32 HEAOCTAaTOK TaKTa, WM }Ke MPUCYTCTBYIOLLME BbIBE/IM KOBApHbIE 3aK/OYEHUSA U3 ee BUAMMOTO
3amellaTeNbCTBa.

Ho HMKTO He 3Ha/, YTO »Ke TaK BHe3anHo Hanyrasno ee...
CTpaHHOe, 3arago4Hoe BuaeHue npobyamno yxac B cepaue 06bIKHOBEHHO CTO/Ib CME/ION MaHTepbl.

AHUUET CTOAN, MPUCIOHUBLLMCH K cTaTye MomoHbl. Korga AueppoHusa NpoM3Hecna ero Mms, el nodyaunocs,
YTO rN1a3a ero 3aKpbiTbl, KaK Yy MepPTBOro, M3 TyCTbIX BOJIOC CTPYMTCA 3e1eHOBaTas BOAA, a LUMPOKWUIA HOC U
MONYOTKPbITbIN POT Kak Bbl 3acTblAn B NpeacmepTHOM cygopore. [IOMOHa e, BeIMYecTBEHHO BO3BbILLIABLIANACA
nosagu Hero, NPUHANA YepTbl IMLA ATPUNMUHDI.

ALI,eppOHVIFI nocnewHo OoTCTynuAaa; 4Yepe3 MrHoeeHmne CTtpallHoe sngeHne ncyesno, oCrtaBus AVIKI/Iﬁ y»Xac B
cepaue AeBywKuy, TotT4yac Ke peLUMBLUEVICﬂ 06paTMTbCﬂ 3a UCTONIKOBAaHMEM N COBETOM K e€rnntAHKe 3I'IVIX8pMC,
M3BECTHOW CBOMM MCKYCCTBOM BO BCEBO3MOXHbIX NpeacKa3aHnAX.

— Al He BMXY B 3TOM HWYero AypHoro, — ynblbHynacb Snuxapuc. — B TeyeHun roga, Tbl C TBOEW
LApPCTBEHHOM NOBEAUTENbHULEN ArpuMNNUHON coBeplwMb OCOBEeHHO 6necTallee MOPCKOe nyTewecTsue, B
KOTOPOM HayanbHUK ¢nota AHuuUeT Oyaetr wurpaTb ponb [locengoHa, oxpaHawowero M 6aaronoayvyHo
NpMBOAALLErO Bac B raBaHb. bblTb MOXET, Bac 3acTUrHeT BypsA, HO Tbl BeAb BMAENA CaMa, YTO APOCTb ee bblna Bce-
TAKW He B CU1axX CBEPTHYTb ropayto NMoMoHy, UMNepaTpuULLy-MaTb, OCBEMKAOLLYO BCEX HAC CBOMMM NAOAAMM.

— bnarogapto T1ebal — BexamBo cKasana AueppoHusa. — Ho Bce-TakuM TallHOe CMyLLEHWE He COBCEM
NMOKMHYIO MEHSA. ITOT CTPALLHbIA AHULET...

— YenoBek B BbiCWEN cTeneHn obpa3oBaHHbIM, — npepBana ee Inuxapuc. — KTo 3HaeT, AueppoHus, Yyem
6b1710 BbI3BaHO TBOE BUAeHME? J1lo60Bb NOPOKAAET MHOTAA CTPAHHbIE NPU3PAKM.

— J/lioboBb?
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— Hy pa! Ceityac wna peyb 0 ero ropsyen, CTpacTHoM No6BM K Tebe, a HbiHYE Bedb MYXKUMHbI HauMHaAOT
NoBUTb, TONIbKO KOrAa OHW A0CTaTOYHO yBEPEHb! BO B3aMMHOCTMU.

— MNomorute mHe, 6oru Nlaymyma! A, 5... Het, 310 HecnbixaHHo! BoT nonanacb mexay Cumnnoi n Xapnbaoii!
3aecb TurennuH, Tam Annuet! OguH — NerkombIC/eHHbIW BAOBEL, APYrol — »KeHaTbllh Yenosek! OguH Aep3ok,
KaK HULLMIA BO3/e UMPKa, APYro — MPOHbLIPAMUB U XMTEp, C LMPOKMM Kak y aduona Hocom! Tak 3To-TO Balla
3HaTb, Balle HecpaBHeHHOe puMcKoe obuwecTBo? Hy, npaBo, A NpeanoyMTald congata U3 MNpeTopuaHCcKon
reapann! Hanpumep, BOT 3TOro, YTO pasroBapmBaeT Tenepb C NPOTUBHOWN Xa3apo...

— Heyxenu?.. — ynbl6HYBWMKCb, CNPOCKAA ETUNTAHKA.

— A noyemy 6bl HeT? Bo BCAKOM cnyyae, OH HAMONOBMHY MeHblle M30/rancsa, Yyem ntoboi 3HaTHbIN
PUMNAHWH M, KOHEYHO, B TbICAYY Pa3 MHTepecHee 3Toro nocaeaHero!

— PasBe Tbl 3Haews ero?

— [a, y3Hana cnyyaliHo. Ero 30ByT dapakc, 1 OH ABHbIV At0bUMeL, UMnepaTpuLbl.

— OKTaBumn?

— Yto 3a B3g0p! N0BOpPA 06 MMNepaTpuLe, s BCceraa nogpasymesaro oaHy ArpunnumHy.
ToHKan npoHu4yeckas yabibKka npobexkana no rybam dnmxapuc.

POMKMeE 3BYKM POroB, K KOTOPbIM MPUCOEANHWUICA BECeNbI CULMINAHCKUIA NIACOBOM MOTMB, NpepBan Mx
beceay.

— Moliaem Ha Hawm mecta!l — cKkasana erMnTAHKa.

B conpoBoxkaeHUn NpUBAN3UBLLErOCA K HEW rocyAapCTBEHHOIO COBETHMKA, OHA Hanpasuilach K 0BajibHOM,
YCbINaHHOW NecKkom apeHe.

Mupwectso B nepuctune 6bIN0 He O0COBEeHHO NPOAO/MKUTENbHO. TaK Ha3biBaeMbll KOHBUBUYM,
KOMMMCCALMO, — Becenoe MnpoAOo/KEHUE €ro, COMNpPOBOMAAaeMOe OXMBAeHHoON 6eceaoi, AO0MKHO 6blio
npoucxoauTb 34ecb, B 60see HenpuHyXAEHHOM, HO 3aTo Wu3bicKaHHelwen ¢opme. CueBUMH MpUKasan
BO3ABWUMHYTb NOA, CBOMM 3HAaMEHMWTbIM CTO/MIETHUM KNeHOM 0cobyto TpUBYHY, C Mepun KOTOPOM CBeLIMBanuCh
ronybble MHAUMCKME KOBPbI C 30/10TbIMU LLUHYPAMKN U KUCTAMM.

HanpaBo “ HafneBoO OT 3TOM POCKOLWIHOM N10XN, NOZO0OHON MMNEPATOPCKON NoXKe B LUUPKE, NPaBUAbHLIMU
NoAyKpyramm WM obutble MATKMMKM NOAyWKaMW cedanuuia ANa OCTajbHbiX 3putenen. BHe 3ToW, noytu
3aMKHYTOW, Kpyr/i0oi NaolaaKkn, Heganeko oT cpegHel annen caga, onsa Tex U3 roctei, Kotopble nNpeanoynTanm
6poaunTb No 6s1aroyxaBlIMM BECHOM AO0POXKKAM MapKa M 3arisaplBaTb Ha apeHy JiUib BO BPEMS UCMOJIHEHUA
0COBEHHO Be/IMKOMENHbIX HOMEPOB, OblM paccTaB/eHbl KpacuBble OPOH30Bble CTY/bsi C APKO-KPaCHbIMMU
KOXXaHbIMM NOAYLWKAMU, NOAYKPYT/ible ANBaHbI U MATKUE COdbl.

Mepea KaxKabiM MECTOM, Ha ApParoLeHHOM MOHONOANYME C NOACTaBKOM U3 CIOHOBOM KOCTKU, CTOA/IM Yalln C
3010TbIMW 0604KaMK, CBEXKME BEHKM, MO KOP3UHOYKE C MULEHTUHCKMM MeyeHbeM M NO APOKOBOM NNETEHKE,
NONHON NOHUNCKMX GUT U KAMNAHCKOro MUHAANA.

Pabbl B LBETHbIX ogeXKAax 6e33BYYHO CKOMb3WAM MEeXAY TOCTeW, HaMOJHAA MX KYOKM M C yCAyKAMBOWM
NOCMEeLHOCTbI0 NPeaynpeXxaan ux maneinwmne KenaHus. Mo obe CTOPOHbI UMNEPATOPCKOM TPUOYHbI MOYETHLIM
Kapay/som BbICTPOUICA OTPAA NPETOPUAHLEB M B Uncae ux Papakc, yMHOE AnL0 KOTOPOro BbIrO4HO BblAENANOCH
cpean 3aypaaHbix GUMoHOMKI ero ToBapuuien. OcTanbHble rBapaeilbl CKPOMHO U, NO-BUAMMOMY, 6e3 BCAKOM
3aflHel MbIC/IM Pa3MeCcTUINCb rae Monano, WAW elle OCTaBaauCb B OOLWIMPHOM TPUKAUHUYMEe, rae Munux,
rnasHbln pab ®nasua CueBMHa, yrowan Mx HOMEHTUHCKUM BUHOM.

CnycTa NATb-WeCTb MUHYT U3 NanaTky B613M NOCTMKYMa Ha apeHy BbilWAa NpeKkpacHas apductka Xnopuc u,
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3BYYHO yAapuB MO CTPyHam, 3anefia rpevyecknii rmMMH. FocTn caywanm ee He CAUWKOM BHMMATENbHO; TO/IbKO
HebOo/IblasA YacCTb MX YCMena 3aHATb CBOM MECTa, U MeXKAYy HUMU, KOHEYHO, BblIn MMNepaTpMLa-MmaTb U CepbesHas
OkTaswus.

Ho n oHn Kasanucb pacceaHHbIMKU. Mosiogasa nmnepaTpuua BONPOCUTE/IbHO CMOTPe/ia Ha CBOero Cynpyra;
OH CTOAAN C arpureHTuem pganeko B CTOpoHe, NPUCNOHUBLWINCL K CTBONY MMHUN U HE BblKa3dblBaal HU manenwero
KeJlaHUA 3aHATb NpUaANYeCTBOBaBLLEE EMY MECTO MEXAY MaTePbIO U cynpyroﬁ.

BepHaa OKTaBuA Tenepb NPUMETWNA, YTO B nocnegHue AHU HepoH Kasancs 6onee 06bIKHOBEHHOrO
paccTpoeHHbIM, NeYanbHbIM U Kak 6bl 06ypeBaembim BHYTpeHHel 60pb6oit...

Ecnn 6bl OH TONIBKO 3aX0TeN OTKPbITb CBOE Cepale e, Tak MHOro ero atobuswen! Ho oH He gonycKan B Hel
NPOSBJEHUA y4acTMA K ero nevyaam u Korga, He NOLO3pPeEBas O ee NpPUYMHe, OHa 6aaroyecTMBO COBETOBAsA eMy
npuberHyTb K 6Horam, 4eno umnepaTopa oOmpayanocb euwe 6onblie, a Ha /IMUE MENbKaNo BblpaxKeHue
YHUUYTOKAIOLWEro Npe3peHns UamM MpadyHon HEHaBUCTH.

Heyxenu oH gencTBuTe/IbHO Bpar 60ros? Uam el cy»kaeHo 6bi10 Bbi3biBaTb €0 HEYA0BO/IbCTBUE KaXKAbiM
CBOMM CNOBOM, XOTA 6bl NPOU3HECEHHbIM C CambiMM BAarMMM HamepeHUAMU? Heykenu oHa 6bina TAMKENbIM
BbpemeHem, NPenATCTBOBABLUMM IOHOMY MOLLHOMY Op/y B3/IeTeTb B ACHYH BbICb A0BOALCTBA U cyacTba? Cnesbl
HaBEepPHYAUCb Ha ee rfas3a. 3aHATas CBOMMM MbICNISIMUM, OHA He BMZAENa, YTO BCe elle CMepTesbHO bneaHas
ArpunnuHa cugena, nognepwn ronoBy PyKoh M Tuxo Lwesena rybamu. Toct dnasua CuesuHa, nogobHo
pa3bApeHHOMY CKOPMMOHY, A3BWA ee 4ecTonobuBoe cepale, M, CMepTenbHO OcCKopbsieHHas, OHa yXe
M3MbILWNANA OTMLLeHNe. Ee no BpemeHam ynbibaBLUMiAcA POT M TPEMNeTHO pasayBaBLUMECA HO34PU YXKe Bbiparkaau
oTBpaTUTENbHOE TopecTBo. Ho Koraa K Heil nogolwen bypp, nvuo atolt 6ecnogobHON akTpucbl Npocusano.
HauyanbHUK NpeTopuaHLEB He A0/KEH A0rafblBaTbCA O MOMIOWABLINX ee MbICAAX.

— Tbl NpaB, bBypp, — MUNOCTUBO CKa3asia OHa. — JTa AeBywWwKa — 60blwoi TanaHT. f bblia coBepLUEHHO
yBJieyeHa NOTOKOM ee menoauu... Ho BoT oHa y»Ke KoHumnal

Kpyrom pasganuncb pykonneckaHus; appuctka BEXANBO NOKJOHUAACH, HO He yLI/1a B NanaTky.

Tenepb naouwaaka 6blaa NosHa 3puTeneit; TONbKO YeOBEK COPOK ellle TyaAsan B OAMHOYKY M Mapamu no
anneam, unn, beceays, cnaenu B otaaneHmMm ot obLero Kpyra.

K aTum nocnegHum npuHagnexkan n OT0, HEXKHO, HO PEBHMBO CHUMABLLMI PYKM CBOERN eHbl Monnen u
yNpeKaBLWKii ee B YpeaMmepHoM 61arocKIOHHOCTM K YENOBEKY C TaKoM AypHOW cnaBoli, Kak CopoHuii TurennuH.

— Tbl 3Haewb, A AosepAl Tebe, XOTA, BbiTb MOMKET, 3TO U 6e3ymHO, M6O cepaue KeHLMHbl Nogo6Ho
061a4Ky, TOHUMOMY HOXKHbIM BeTpoM. OHO MeHsAeTCcAa Kaxaylo MUHYTY. Ho Tbl, cnagyaiwas Monnes, ymeeuwb
CMOTPETb TaK KPOTKO, TaK 0B6BOPONKUTENbHO, YTO A COBEPLUEHHO TepAlo PaccyfoK W, BONPeKn bnaropasymuio,
cumTato Teba HenokonebrMmo BepHOI MHe.

— Bonpeku 6naropasymuio, roBoput moi oboxkaembiii OTo! — nyKaBO NpoM3Hecsa OHa, 6POCMB Ha Hero
TaKoOW BOJILWEOHbIN, y4e3apHbIi B3rA4, YTO OH €4B8a MOT YAep:KaTbCA OT CTPACTHOrO KenaHuA 3aKAlUYnTb ee B
cBOM 06BATHA.

— [uBHasA, pocKollHan po3a, — C ropa4yeli NtoboBbIO NpoLwenTan oH, — He 6e3paccyaHO M NPOBOAUTbL 3TOT
60XKeCTBEHHbIM BeYep B LWYMHOW TOMMNE, BMECTO TOro Y4TObObl HacnaXAaTbCA CYACTbEM B CNAAKOW TULIWM HAWero
aoma? O, MNonnesn, rnaan Ha TBoW ynblibatoWwmMiica poTUK, Ha TBOKO CTPOMHYIO GuUrypy, A Bcerga BCnoMuHato Eneny,
nosctoay Bo36yxaaBLuyto 6ypu cTtpacTeit...

— HeypnauHoe cpaBHeHue! EneHa 6blna noTepsHHOE co34aHue...

— Tbl npaBa. CpaBHeHWe HeydauyHo. A AonxeH bbin 6bl CKasaTb: Tbl NMPEKpacHa, Kak EneHa, n BepHa, Kak
MeHenona. Ho MmeHHO NoaTomy, goporas, A u3berato gaxe manenwero NnoBoga COMHeBaTbcA B Tebe. A He mory
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NepeHoCUTb, Korda Tbl TaK MHOFO3HaYMTENbHO CMOTPMLWb Ha TAaKOrO M3BECTHOro Heroass, Kak arpurexteu. A
3Halo, OH lo6e3eH, YMeeT IbCTUTb U B TO e BPEMA Ka3aTbCA NOYTMTE/IbHbIM, @ 3TO TaK HPABMTCA YKEHLMHAM.
Henpasga nu, u3 nobsum Ko MHe, Tbl obellaelb u3beratb ero BnNpeab? YK Jyywe cTapaics NpPou3BecTu
BneyaTt/eHne Ha nmnepaTopa HepoHa.

— Tbl roBOPULLb CEPbE3HO? — CNpOCKIa NoparkeHHan Mpnnes.

— CoBeplueHHO cepbe3Ho. MocTapaincs passecennTb ero! 3actaBb ero nosbUTL KMU3Hb! OTTECHU OT Hero
y*acHoro CeHeky! BOT 3To MOXHO 6b1710 6bl Ha3BaTb 3acnyrou!

BcAa BCMbIXHYB, MO/1I04aA *eHLWMHa NoKayana ron10BOM U 3a4yM4YnBO ONyCTU/1a CBOU CBET/10-CepPbIe rnasa.

— MonneAa He HaBA3bIBAaeTCA, — NpPoOrosopuaa oHa. — Ecam 6bl moe 06L1ecTBO HPaBMAOCH LIe3apto XOTb Ha
MONOBUHY CTOJ/IbKO, CKO/IbKO TBOE, i BbICOKO OLleHMMa 6bl 3TO MPenmyLLecTBo. Ho yBMBaTbCA OKO/O HEro, Kak
MOTbI/IEK OKOJI0 OTHA, — HeT, goporoi OTo, ANA 3TOr0 A C/IMWKOM ropAa W... PaBHOAYLIHaA...

— Tbl 3a6bIBaELLIb, YTO A BCerga c4nTanca ero gpyrom u 3Hako ero ¢ 4eTcrBea...

CepebpuncTo-3ByYHble CTPYHbI apdUCTKN X0PUC 3a3BY4ann CHOBA M Ha 3TOT Pas K HUM NPUCOEAUHUACA ee
MATKUIA roN1oc. Bce pasroBopbl CMOKAMN.

YyaHo nena aTa rpeyaHKa B CBET/I0-KETON oAexae, NPOo3BaHHan 30/10TOM MOIOAEKbI0 PMa «pofocckum
conoBbem». M c Kakoi 6/iaropogHOM OCaHKOM CTosANa OHa, AepyKa B NPaBOM pyKe MNAEKTPYym, a B NeBOW
NoABA3aHHYI0 6/1eQHO-KeNTbIMU NIeHTaMN AEBATUCTPYHHYIO apdy, C KeATbIMM PO3aMu B YEpHbIX, KaK HOYb,
BOJIHUCTbIX Bonocax! 3To 6bina purypa romepoBCcKUx BpemeH !

B NpOTMBOMONOMKHOCTb TOPMKECTBEHHOMY, TPOMKOMY TMMHY, OHa Mefa Tenepb MeNaHXOJIMYECKYIo,
¥ano6Hyo NecHb, B 3ByKax KOTOPOW CAbIWANMCh PblAaHNA 06 yTpauyeHHOM cHacTbe.

Menoaus 3Ta npouseena noTpAcatolee BrevYaTneHne; UCMOPYEHHOe, pa3BpalleHHoe A0 MO3ra KocTei, 3a
MWHYTY nepes 3TUM BECe/I0 CMmesBLIeeca, WYTUBLLIEE U C YBAeYeHUem npesaBaBlueecs N060BHbIM UHTPUNKKAM,
06111eCcTBO MFTHOBEHHO CMOJIK/O.

MbAHbLIA CeHaTop C ypoA/MBbIM AUUOM daBHa, B COBPaAHMAX Ha KanWUTONMMCKOM XOAME MPU KaKAoMm
yAo6HOM cnyyae HamomuHasluMit 06 yBaKeHMM U cTpaxe K beccmepTHbiM 6oram, a Tenepb TOAbKO YTO
WenTaBWWin GppMBOIbHbIE HAMEKM CBOEW, CUAEBLUEN NOA/E HEro, YeTbIpHAAUATUAETHEN NAEMSAHHULE, BHE3ANHO
obopBan rpA3HbIA PasroBOP M CO CTOHOM OTKMHYACA Ha MOAYLWIKM, Kak 6yATo YyC/AbiXxaB CTpalHoe
npegocrepexeHue ¢ Bbicot OnmMmna.

HapymaHeHHasa KOKeTKa, Ha3Ha4yaBlUaA CeroAHaA y»Ke 4yeTBepToe CBMAaHWe, TWETHO cTapasacb ocTaBaTbCA
FNYXOM U PaBHOAYLWHOW K MATKOMY M B TO e Bpems 3BYYHOMY ro/0Cy, NeBLIEeMYy O CaMOM 3aBETHOM U
CBAILLEHHOM YyBCTBE 4Ye/I0BeYeCKOro cepaua. beccTbiaHble, NpecbllleHHble HOLWKM, cpeaun naebenckux rerep
yyBcTBOBaBLIMe cebAa ropasno 6osee ymecTHO, Yem B CBOEM CEMENHOM KpYry, HUKOr4a He 3arnagbiBaslune B 3an
cyAa, HO He NPOMyCKasLWne HXU OAHOW NaHTOMUMbI, HU OAHON OPrMM Y MOAHbIX /IbBUL, NOYyCBETa, — HEBOJIbHO
CMAMYMUAN CBOM HaxaNbHbIA B3rA4 U NPEKPATUAM A3BMTE/IbHOE MepellenTbiBaHMe, KOTOPbIM AEP3KO BCTPEeTUaN
nosasaeHne Monoaon apdUCTKU.

Kopoue, ee Top»KecTBo 6b110 NoAHbIM. C TEX NOP KaK OHa CTynu/a Ha noysy MTanmu, oHa HMKOrga eue He
nefa Tak BAOXHOBEHHO; M KOrga No OKOHYaHMK ee Yyapylollei NecHu OoTNyLeHHUK ApTemMuaop, No NPuUKasaHuio
cBoero rocnoanHa ®nasunsa CueBMHa BCTAB Ha KOJIEHW, NOAAN el 30/10TOM BEHOK, NMPUCYTCTBYIOWME pPa3pasmImch
BOCTOPYKEHHbIMU PYKOM/IECKAHUAMM U TPOMKUMM BO3rnacamu ogobpeHus.

— Cnagvariwas Xnopuc, — wWenHyan ApTemuaop Tak TUXO, YTO €ero CAblllana Aullb OAHa MpPesiecTHo
3apyMAHMBLLIAACA AEBYLIKA, — BO3bMW M CKaXKM, UTO Tebe AopOoXkKe — 3TOT AParoLeHHbI BEHOK UM MOe CTPAcTHO
6blolleeca cepaue?
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— TBoe cepaue, Tbl BeAb 3TO 3Haewsb! — npowenTtana nesmua.
M npuHMMan POCKOLLHbIM 4ap, OHa TMXOHbLKO MOXana pyKy 3aTpeneTasLlero ot BocTopra Aptemugopa.

— Kakoe Heusmepumoe cyactbe 6bITb TaK OOUMbIM! — TUXO MPOM3HEC OH, M3AWHLIM ABUMKEHUEM
NOAHMMAsACb C KoneH. — lNpexae YeM KOHUMTCA rod, oHa byaeT moeli! A s gyman, UTo MHe CYKAEHO ymepeTb
BAanu ot Hee! Baanu ot Hee! 3Ta mbicab 6bl1a yKacHee camMolt CMepPTH.

— KaKolt Kpacasel, 3ToT ApTemmgop! — wenHyna BoceMHaaUaTUAETHAA KeHa ceHaTopa CBOel poBecHMLe-
cocefKe. — Manb, UTO OH He cBO6OAHbIN MO PoXKAeHMO!

— MNoyemy Ke?
— KaKeTcs, NOHATHO noyemy...

— Y70 KacaeTcs mMeHs, TO ecin Bbl MHe NpULWIOCh BbIBUPaTb MeXKAy HUM U npocnasieHHbiMm CodoHnem
TurenIMHOM, KOHEYHO, A Npeanoysia 6bl ApTemmnaopa...

— B camom pgene?

— bes BCAKOro coMHeHus. Tbl BeAb NOHMMaeLb MeHA? B KauecTBe My)Ka WAM [axKe NOCTOSHHOrO... ApYra,
TurennuH 6bin 6bl MHe NpuATHee. Ho Npu caydae, Kak MUMONETHAA NPUXOTb... M K TOMY e, CO3Halica cama, Bedb
BCAKME Npezpaccyakn 6eccuibHbl nepes yeaedeHMem. A eciv cynpyr v noiman 6bl Hac, TO, B CYLLHOCTH, Beab
eMy Bce paBHO, 61aropoHbiii Hal BO31HOOBNEHHbIN AN HET.

beccTblgHble XeHLWMHbl 3aCMeANCb LUHUYHBbIM CMEXOM, UCKa3UBLUMM UX KpacuBble, MO0 4ble nua.

XN0pKC Ke, cYacTIMBan CO3HaHMEM CBOEro apTUCTUYECKOro Tpuymda U eule 6onee — nobsn Aptemunaopa,
TPUKAbl MNOK/JOHMAACh Ha BCe CTOPOHbI M, OBPaTUBLUMCL K OMKMBAEHHO PYKOMJIECKaBWen el umnepaTpuue-
MaTepu, BOCKNMKHY/IA NO-TPEeYEeCKu:

— [a coxpaHuT 3eBCc MaTb oTeyecTBal — nocne yero cKpbliacb B NanaTky, YCTyNuMB CBOE MECTO ABYM
ropAabim bonuam-atieTam.

Mpexae ewe 4yem pas3fanvcb OMNYLIUTENbHbIE 3BYKWU AYXOBbIX MHCTPYMEHTOB, KOTOpble A0/Hbl Oblan
conpoBoXaaTb 60pbby, HepoH oTowen ot TurennmHa. lecHA rpeyaHKM KeCTOKO pacTpaBuia paHy ero
n3bonesBLenca ayLwu.

HeTepnenvebim ABMXKEHMEM PYKU OCTAHOBWUA OH J[BYX CBOMX MOJIOAbIX APY3en, HamepeBaBLUMXCA
cnenoBaTth 33 HUM.

— HeBepoaTHo! — cKasan oauH apyromy. — [arke 34ecb, B NPasAHUYHO pasyKpalleHHom cagy Pnasua
CueBMHA, OH HE MOXKET CTPAXHYTb CBOK MPAYHOCTb. KnsHycb 3NOHONM, NpaBo, Mopa y»Ke NoACTaBWUTb HOTy
oTBpaTuTenbHomy CeHeke. B aBaauaTb neT 061a4aTb paccyanTeIbHOCTbIO U XON0A4HOCTbIO 3eHOHA — 3TO HU Ha
4yto He noxoxke! Kakyto meTadumanuyeckyro 3agayy pelaeT Tenepb 3TOT MeyTaTeNb, eCAn Aaxe Mbl, Camble
BO34€epXKaHHble U3 ero Apysei, B TATOCTb emy?

[Oa, uesapb pelan metapmanMUeckyto 3a4advy v pellan ee He B TEOPUM, a Ha MPAKTUKe: 3ad4ady HacTosLLeN,
WCKpeHHel NtobBu, He cnocobHOM 4aTb OTBETA PACcCyLKy Ha BOMPOC: NOYEMY Tbl NPUIENUACA BCEMU CUNAMM AYLLM
K OeBylIKe, eABa MeNbKHyBWeEN npen TO6ON M HAaBEeKU MCUYE3HYBLUEW, MeXAYy TEM Kak BOKpyr Tebs, nogobHo
OXMAAOWMM Caf0BHMKA PO3aM, LIBETYT YKEHLLUMHbI TaKMe e MpeKpacHble, a BbiTb MOMKET, U MnpeKkpacHee ee?
MoyemMy BCEMM KeNaHMAMMU TBOMMU BnageeT bbiBwas pabbiHa, B TO Bpems Kak y Tebs ecTb nogpyra — OKTaBwus,
61aropoaHble YepTbl KOTOPOM BCE CKYAbNTOPbLI PUMa NpU3HaOT 60XKecTBEHHbIMMU?

Cama apoucTtka Xnopuc, Tak rnyboko notpsacwasn cepgue HepoHa, HeCOMHEHHO bblia KpacmBee AKT3.

M Bce-TakM Le3apb OCTaBasCA HEYYBCTBUTEJIEH K ee KpacoTe. BonwebHble 4Yapbl ee UCKYCCTBa Bbi3Ba/N B
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HEM C yAeCATEPEeHHON CUOM OAHO NULLb MYyYUTENbHO-CNAAKOE BOCMOMMHAHME CO BCEMWU ero noapobHoCcTAMM.
HepoH He Bnagen coboit. OH goskeH 6bin 6exkaTb OT 3TOro 61eCTALLErO U OrNYLINTE/IbHO-LLIYMHOIo cobpaHus, oH
[ONIXeH 6bl1 ycMUpPUTL BYpIo, BeCb AieHb HenpepbiBHO ByLLeBaBLUYIO B €ro rpyau.

locTM, HaBepHoe, NpumeTUaM 6bl ero BOJIHEHWE, ero cnesbl, Tenepb CBOGOAHO KaTMBLUMECA MO €ro
LLeKaM, — a 3TOrO He A0/IKHO 6biTb. OH — Le3apb, OH A0/XKEH YyMeTb 06y34bIBaTb He TONbKO NapdAH NAM XaTToB,
HO U cBoe COBCTBEHHOE A, CO BCEMM €ro CTPACTHLIMU, 6E3YMHbIMU NOPbIBAMM.

BeTep TMXO M YCMOKOWUTE/IbHO LWenecTesl BEpXyLWKamMM AepeBbeB, CI0BHO HamneBas Ko/blGenbHY MecHo.
34ecb CKOpo yAnsKeTcAa BypHasa CTpacTb, yparaHOM Kunesluas B ero rpyau. MNpuan, ceAlleHHas, MUpPHasa Houb!
HakuHb TBOM TEMHbIN NJ1all, Ha CTpaaaHuA TBoero atobumual an emy COKOMCTBUE, €CM YK CHACTbe HeA0CTYyMHO
emy!
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Fnasa IX

HesameTHo ana camoro cebs Knasguin HepoH yrnybuncs B TeMHble anneu.

JlyHa B cBOEW NepBOi YeTBEepPTM MaTOBO-CEpPebpPUCTbIM CBETOM 06/1MBana NOCbINaHHbIE NMECKOM A0POXKKM,
obcarkeHHble 34ecb 6onee MoaoabIMN U HASKUMN AEePEBbAMM.

Bapyr mnepatop B34pOrHyn. Mosagm NaBpos, MUMO KOTOPbIX OH LIEA, MOTPYKEHHbIN B CBOW AYMbl, YTO-TO
3alleBenIoCh, U, KOraa, NPUCIYLWMUBaAChb, OH OCTAHOBWACA, B KYCTapHMKaX pa3fanunch YesoBeyeckue Wwarn.

Knasauii HepoH 6bin 6e30py)KeH, a y MOHapxa, Aake Camoro Jyyllero, BCeraa ecTb TaliHble Bparw,
HeHaBuaALWMe ero 4o rybuHbl AyWKn U He npeHebperalowme HUKAaKUMKN CPeacTBaMU ANA ero YHUYTOXKeHuA. Ho
LapCTBEHHbIN OHOLWA, B CO3HaHWW Bceobllero Kk cebe aobpoxenatensctsa, a eule 6onee, 6biTb MONKET,
H6narofapa BPOXKAEHHOMY MYMKECTBY, HE OLLLYTWUA HU Manenwero CMyLLEHUS.

— CTtoi! — KPUKHYN OH TOHOM cAepXaHHOM yrpo3bl. — KTo 6bl Tbl HM 6bi, f, TBOW MMMepaTop, NOBE/EeBato
Tebe BbINTHK cloaa!

B KycTax 3aTuxno.

— Tbl cabiwan? — noBTopuAn uesapb. — He ynopcteyi! OgHO moe noBeneHMe — U Tbl OyAellb OKPYXKEH,
KaK 3Bepb Ha obnase!

— Bcemorywuii  uesapb, — npowenTtan TPenewylmnin KeHCKMA T[onoc, — He T[HeBalca Ha MO
MeaAnNTeNbHOCTb!..

— AKT3! Tbi! Tbl! — B 6€3yMHOM BOCTOpre BOCKAMKHYA nmnepatop. — Tbl 3aecb? Bo nnotn? Kusaa?

CtpoiiHan ¢duUrypka OCTOPOXKHO BbICBOOOAMMIACL U3 KYCTapHMKOB. B creaylowMini MOMEHT OHa yXKe Obina B
06bATUAX Lle3aps, OCbINaBLUEro CTPACTHbIMU Mouenyamn ee 6aaxKeHHO yablbaslmnecs rybbl, CIOBHO OA4HOMN 3TOM
MWHYTOM OH XOTe/N BO3HarpaguTb ee 3a BCe NPOoLLble MYKHU.

— AKT3! — noBTopAn OH. — boXecTBeHHas AKT3, HeYXXeNu 3TO AeACTBUTENbHO Tbl?

OH roBopuA CNOBHO B 3abbiTbW M HEAOBEPUYMBO, Kak ByaTO cuMTad BCe 3TO OAHWM JiMIb MUMOJIETHBIM
CHOBMAEHMEM.

CHavyana oHa B CMafKOM MO/YaNMBOM OLIENEHEeHUM OTAaBafacb ero fiackam, He Haxoasa B cebe cunbl K
COMPOTUBNEHUIO.

HaKoHeL, cTbl4/1MBO 3apAeBLINCb, OHAa OTOPBAJack OT €ro YCT, HO COBCEM 0CBOBOANTLCA U3 ero 06bATUM He
XoTesla u He morna. lNblnatowan rosoBa ee CKAOHUNACb Ha Naeyo 6ECKOHEYHO NOBUMOro YenoBeka, Ye obpas
OHa BCE 3TN MecALbl HOCKA B CBOEM CepALLe C TaKON My4YMUTENbHOM TOCKON.

Ero skapKkue rybbl NpuabHYAU K €e BOJAHWUCTbIM BesoKypbiM BOOCAM, OT/IMBABLIMMK 30/10TOM U cepebpom
npwv CBETE NyHbl.

EMy Kasanocb, 4To Mocne AOArOro OTYAfAHHOMO CKMTAHWA MO MNYCTbIHE HAKOHEL, OH Hallen LBETOK,
61aroyxaHme KOTOPOro AO/MKHO 6bl/I0 BO3BPATUTb EMY 340P0BbE U XKU3Hb.

BAopyr OHa oTCcTpaHuAna ero.

— MoBenutens, Tbl becyecTuwb cebal — noytn 6e3ymHo WenHyna oHa. — 3Haelb /M, YTo Tbl caenan? Thl,
BNadblka Mupa, nouenosan pabbiHio!

— [Oa, aa, A nouenoan AKTa! 1 xoTen 6bl KPUKHYTbL 3TO BCEMY CBETY C BepLUNHbI KanuTonua. A 6bin cuactane
BMepBble C TeX Nop, KaK Ablwwy!
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— CyactamB, — nNpaBaa M 3TO? — C ly4e3apHbIM B3OPOM cripocuna oHa. — O, KaK YyaHo 3By4aT 3TU cnosa!
Ho Bce paBHo! Ec/in 3TO M cyacTbe, TO OHO MNO30PHO U rPexoBHO. Mo30pHO — MBO A OTNYLLEHHULA U HEAOCTOMHA
Tebs. MpexoBHO — nbo y Knasama HepoHa ectb 6raroposHas, BEIMKOAYLIHAA Cynpyra, Ybe cepaue pasbunocb
6bl, ecnn bbl OHa y3Ha/a 0 ero BepPosIOMHOMN 3meHe!

— OkTaBusA! — c HeBbIpa3nMOI ropeybto BOCKAMKHYN HepoH. — A He BbibMpan ee: s npuHec bespaccyaHyto
KepTBY rocy4apCcTBEeHHOMY 61ary 1 XKefaHUAM MOUX COBETHMKOB. Ho KnsHycb Tebe, HUKOraa He ycTynun 6bl 8 Um,
Aaxe ecnm b6bl cama ArpunnuHa, MOs CBETNEMWan MaTb, Ha KONEHAX MOJIMAA MEeHs, ecan Obl TOIbKO A mor
yragatb, rae s BCTpe4yy eAMHCTBEHHYI0 060XaemMyo MHOM AeByLKy! AKT3, KaK ynopHoO pasbickmBan A Tebs! Mou
moan obwapmam Becb Pum! CKonbko pa3 s AMYHO paccnpawwmean o Tebe TBoero apyra Aptemupopa! Bce
HanpacHo! CKaxu, rae »e 6biia Tbl? 3auem gonyctuaa Tol At0bsLLero Teba YenoBeka NOTEPATb BCAKYIO Hagexay v
TYNno oTAaTbCA y4acTH, KOTOPYHO eABa N Tenepb BO3MOMXKHO U3MEHUTL?

— Llesapb, A NoBMHOBaNaCb ro/siocy moein cosectu. Mpu nepsom B3riaae Ha Teba A NoYyBCTBOBANA, YTO Thl
oBNajeN BCeM MOMM cepauem v gywoin! Ho B To e Bpema s 3Hana, 4To 3To He3ymue: NpocTomy nosieBoMy
LUBETKY CTPEeMUTbCA K COJIHLY, CUAIOWEMY B Hegocaraemoil 3¢upHoi BbicoTe. A nonobuna Teba cTpallHo,
CU/ibHEE BCAKMUX C/OB...

OHa cHOBa Ha MrHoBeHUe NPUHUKNQA K €ro nnevy.

— Tbl 3HaewWwsb, NOBENUTENb, 1 XPUCTUAHKA, — C AOCTOMHCTBOM BbINPAMAAACL, NpogoaKana oHa. — Hawa
pennrns 1M Bo3faraemble el Ha Hac 06s3aHHOCTM Tebe 3HaKOMbl y:Ke yepe3 HuUKoauma M TBOEro coBeTHMKa
CeHeKy. Kak xpucTnaHKa, A A0JIKHa bblna 6exkaTb, 60 Mbl exkeaHeBHO npocum locnopa: «He BBeAW Hac BO
UcKyweHue». B gene obpallieHns, 3aaymaHHOM MOMMM eanHoBepLamMn, HUKoaum npeaHasHauyma MHE CAULLIKOM
onacHyt ponb. OH roBopuAa, 4YTo H6paTbhs U CECTPbl NOOUAM MeHs Bonblie, Yem APYrUX, 3a MOE KpacHopeuune u
ymeHbe ybexkaatb ntogen. U a gonrkHa 6bl1a HalTK A0CTyN K cepauy comHeBaswerocs uesaps. OH, 6bITb MOXeET,
ocTanca 6bl ryX K Cepbe3HbIM YBELLaHMAM MYXUYMH, U Hago OblI0 NPUrOTOBUTL €ro K MPUHATUIO CNAacUTENbHOM
Bepbl. O, nosenutens! C camoro Hayana A CO3HaBasa BCIO JIOXKHOCTb 3TOr0 MyTH, U BCe NPOTUBOPEUME NOCTYNKOB
HukogMma C ydyeHMem KpOTKOro McKynuTensi, BOCNpeLaBLIero CMelmnBaTb MUPCKME Aefla C AeN0M Pennrunu.
OKoHyaTenbHO y6eaMBLUMCL B TBOEM OMbAHAOLLEM, HEOTPA3MMOM O4YapPOBaHMU, A TBEPAO pelunna bexatb, XoTa
6bl 3TO CTOMNO MHe }KU3HWU. OANH BnaxKeHHbIN Yac B NanaTke erMnTaHMHa ACHO [10Ka3aa MHe, YTO A CTOK Ha Kpato
nornbenn, n A 6erkana Janeko OT TBOEro nJeHUTeNbHoro obpasa, Ha cesep, B Panepuio, rae caenanacb
CNYKaHKOM Yy YeCTHbIX apeHAaToOPOB.

Knasauit HepoH 3a4yMuymMBO CMOTpES Ha ee OCBELLEHHOE NIYHOM NnLO.
— Ho KaK aBMAach Tbl Ctoga? — Noc/ie KOPOTKOro MOYaHMA CIPOCUA OH.
AKT3 onycTtuna rnasa.

— MNoBenuTenb, Tbl 3acTaBAsieWb MEHs CTbIAMTLCA; HO A MOTY MPU3HATLCA U B 3TOM. YKe Lenylo Heaento
uBy A B Pume. OgHa 3HATHaA Jama, C/lyyaHO yBMAABLIAA MeHA npoe3aom Yepes Panepuio, BO3biMena KO MHe
CMMNATUIO, N TaK KaK MHe [aBHO Y¥Ke HacKyunno oaHoobpasne moei KMU3HKU, To A ¢ 61aro4apHOCTbIO NpUHANA
npeg/ioxeHve 60rato CULUUAVAHKKU CAENaTbCs ee CnyTHWUUen u uyTuueir. C Hel npuexana A coga, a 3aBTpa
paHHUM yTPOM Mbl OTpasasemcs B Kanyto no AnnuaHckoi gopore.

— Bce 3T0 He 06bACHAET MHe Haluen BCTpeun B napke ®nasua CuesuHa.

— Tbl He AoragblBaelbcA? — 3aCTEHYMBO npollenTtana AKT3. — fl 3Hal yepes ApTemmaopa, YTO Thbl,
nosenutenb, bygewsb cerogHa B roctax y ®nasus CuesrHa. ApTeMngop OTBOPWUA MHE KaJITKY, BeAyLlyto cloga C
BEPLUMHbI X0/IMA, U y¥Ke Lenblii Yac 1 6poxKy no napky. f xotena euwe pas yBMAaTb YepTbl MOEro NoBeauTens,
npexae 4Yem HaBekun obpeyb cebsa Ha HesyTellHOe 0AMHOYECTBO.
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— Tak ApTemMnaop 3Han, r4e Tbl? — C M3yMJEHMEM CNPOCUA MMMEepaTop.

— [a, nosenutenb! A AaBHO ApyKYy C HUM; ero rocnoauH, ®nasmin CueBuH, NpoBen ABa neta Ha bepery
Octun, rge v y Hukogmuma 6bin gom. A 3Hana, YTo ApTEMUAOP BCTPEBOXKUTCA 06 ucyesHyBLIen AKT3 ropasgo
bonblwe, yem Bce gpyrve. MNoaTomy A Hanucana emy, YTO YCTPOWJIacb XOPOLLO, M OAHaXAbl, KOraa rocnoguH
nocnan ero no geny B8 Kypy, oH caenan KptoK 1 Haectun meHs B Panepun.

— TaK BoT ero 6narolapHOCTb MHe 3a CnaceHme oT CMepTH! — ¢ ropeyblo BOCKAMKHYN HepoH. — [lecaTb pas
cnpalumsan s ero: «Fae AKT3?» 1 AecATb pa3 OH YBEPAN MEHS, YTO 3TO My COBEpPLLEHHO HEN3BECTHO!

— OH NOKNANCA MHE MOSYATb U 3HAN O MOUX I'IpMHMHaX!

— OH nayt. OH o06Aa3aH 6biTb YeCTHbIM Mepes, CBOMM MMMepaTopoM, chaclimm emy XusHb. Korga A
noAymato, Yto i notepsn 6aarogapa emy 1 ero /iXu,  rotos cO6CTBEHHOPYUHO 3a4yLUNTb ero!

Monogfoli uesapb BbINPAMMUACA, €r0 ycTa FPO3HO TpeneTanun. Bce MyKM MociegHUX Hepesb, Nevanb O
pas3buToii NobBM, rpbisywiee Aylwy HeA0BOALCTBO BbiMaBLIEW €My y4yacTblo — WrpaTb POJib BAACTUTENS NOA,
BEYHbIM AaBJAEHMEM JIOAEN M HPABCTBEHHbIX NPaBUA U BTallHE NMOKPOBUTEIbCTBOBATL PEINTUM, KOTOpas Tenepsb,
BOMJIOWEHHana B obpase HuKoaMma, Kasanacb emy MoYTU HEHABWUCTHOM, — BCE 3TM YyBCTBA BOJIHOBA/IMCh,
6yweBanm n 6opoAUCH B €F0 TAXKENO B34bIMaBLLIENCA rpyam.

YT1o 31O 3a Hnaroyectnsan obuimMHa, bpema 3a bBpemeHem HarpoMOXKaBLUaa Ha ero njaeyu u genasluas us
AKT3 opyaue KOBapHOW UHTPUIK?

EMy HensBecTHbl BblIM KPOTKME, CMUPEHHbIE XPUCTMAHE, HABOXKHO cobMpaBLLIMECA BOKPYT CBOMX CTapLUMH,
4yTobbl CAyWaTb NpPefaHus O cnoBax U AesHuAx Cnacutensn, UCLENABLUEro C/AenblX, yTelaBwero neyvasnbHbIX,
noy4aBLUEr0 HapPoZA, C ropbl UM MaAJIbYMKOM OMPOBEPraBLUErO B Xpame YYeHbIX 3aKOHHMKOB... Lle3apb 3Han ToNbKo
XuUTporo ¢aHaTMKa, NPONoBeA0BaBLLIEro, Ka3anoch, Wb O4HO — TO, YTO BCAKME, AaXKe CamMble HU3KME, CPeacTBa
rogAaTca ANA AOCTUXKEHWUA BO3BbILEHHOM Lenu.

FNy6oKO BO3MYLLEHHbIN MMMepaTop C PaBHbIM OXECToYeHWeM ynpekan Tenepb M ApTemuaopa 3a ero
HpaTckoe NOKPOBUTENLCTBO AKT3, M HMKOAMMA 33 TO, YTO OH Tak HeccoBecTHO PUCKOBAN MOJIOLON AEBYLUKOW.
Pe3Kknm ABUKEHMEM OTKMHYB CBOM TyCTble BOIOCHI, OH C6POCKA C rON0BbI PO30BbIN BEHOK, YNaBLWWIA K €ro Horam
Ha POCUCTYIO TPaBY, U C BHE3aMHOM HEXHOCTbIO B3 AKT3 3a KpacuByto, 6enyio pyky.

— MNo3abygem nepexkutbie cTpagaHunsa! — ckasan oH ¢ rnybokmm B3goxom. — Tbl NpUWIA cloaa Aas Toro,
yTobbI eLle pa3s yBMAATb MeHs; Tbl MeHA NobULLb, CeroaHA, KaK U Npexae, U, KNAHYCb BCEM CBALLEHHbIM, cyabba
HaKaMKeT MeHs, ecnun A Koraa-Hnbyab cHosa oTnyuly Tebal Passe Tbl He BMAULb, AKT3, UTO Hac ceen Pok uaun, no-
TBOEMY, [POBMAEHME, UMEHHO Tenepb, Nepes CaMbiM YacOM PaslyKu, KOTOPYIO Tbl cunTana HemsbexxHon? [ai
06HATbL Tebs, eANHCTBEHHasA, cnocobHas BHeCTM MUp B Moto aywy! AKT3, BeyHo ntobuman AKT3, Xouyellb AU Thbl
6bITb BNOMHE MOEN, NPUHAANENKATb MHe TeIoM M Aywon? Ecau Tbl cornacHa, To A KAAHyCb Tebe B BEpPHOCTU A0
rpoba. C Tobon s 6yay XuTb U ¢ TOOON e ympy. Bosne 1eba s Bo3aeHy mou pyku K TBoemy Bory. fl nosepto,
HACKO/IbKO MOTY, YTO XpUCTOC YMep A1 UCKYNeHUA YenoBeyecTsa. 1 BO3ABUTHY CUMBOA 3TON pennrnmn noscoay,
roe pyka uesapa BnacTHa HUCMPOBEPrHyTb anTapu lOnutepa u Bcex apyrux 6oros. MNocne meHa mup 6yaet
npuHagneskatb FannneaHuHy, Tbl e, U3bpaHHULA MmnepaTopa, byaellb LAPUTb Had TBOEW MHOTMOYUCIEHHOMN
06LWMHOM, NpeKpacHan 1 BO3HECEHHanA, KaK HX OZHa XeHLMHA Ha 3em/e, HU [0, HX nocne Tebal

AKT3 neyanbHO NOKa4vana rosioBon.

— Hert, nosenutenb, — Tpenella oTse4yana OHa, — M3 3/1a ellle HUKOraa He Bbixoauno aobpa. Llepkosb
BCcemorylero bora 3umKaeTca He Ha MPecTynieHuaAx, HO Ha He3blbnemol BepHOCTU ee npuBepkeHueB. OHa
nobeguT n 6e3 meHs 1 6e3 NnoaaepPKKN MMMNepaTopa, OAHON UL CUION CBOEN UCTUHDI.

— 370 /1 A3bIK N06BM? [loporas, 6osKecTBeHHaA AKTI...
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— MNoaymai 06 OkTaBun!

— Al gymato o Helt 6e3 maneiero ykopa cosectu. OKTaBMA He MOXKET MOTEPATb TO, YEM OHA HMKOraa He
obnagana. A 6bin TBOW 3a40Ar0 Nepes TeM, Kak MEHS CKJOHM/IN K COO3Y C Hell KOBApCTBO OKPYMKaloLMX, BNaCTb
No-4eTCKM NoYMTaemMoi matepu U 6esrpaHMYHas MycToTa MoOero cobCcTBEHHOro cepaua. AKT3, ecan Tbl OnATb
NOKMHEeLWb MeHA, A yMpy. ECAK Tbl NoBeAULb, MO KYMUP, A CerogHaA e neperosopto ¢ OKTaBuel n notpebyto
pasBoja...

— HuKoraa!

— Tbl He xo4yewb ObITb MOel nepes AMLOM Bcero mmpa? Tbl onacaewbca HGypu, KOTOPYHD HEMWHYEMO
BO3OYyAMT pasBog MmnepaTopa c ero cynpyron? Xopolwo. TBoA BoAA ANA MeHA 3aKOH. [ycTb JOAr NPUKOBbIBaeT
Lesapa K ero Xankoi xusHu Bo agopue! Ho Kak 4yenoBeKy, Aaill mHe cyacTbe TBOel nwobeu! [Ja, Tbl npasa,
oTBepras Bce mou obeTbl Tebe, Kak xpuctmaHke! 1 gomkeH 6bla 6bl BO33BaTb TONIbKO K TBOEM Nt06BU. fl HE Xxouy
KYMNUTb BOXKECTBEHHYIO AKT3 LLEHON MMMNEepPaTOPCKMX MUIOCTENM, HO XO4Y MOYYUTb ee cepAaue, Kak 4o06poBObHbIN
Aap, U3 ee COBCTBEHHbIX HEXKHbIX PYK!

lfonoc ero 3By4an TaKol 6e3mepHoi/‘| CTpacCTbio, 4YTO 06bATan 6narKeHHbIM TpeneTom AKT3 3aTpeneTasa BCeEM
TE/NOM.

Heno,u,aneKy, noA pa3BeCcUCTbiMM BETBAMWU CTapbIX MNJ1IaTaHOB, CTOANIa CKamMbA, MOKPbITaA TAPEHTUHCKUMU
KOoBpamm.

Knasguit HepoH nocagmn psgom ¢ coboi cnabo conpoTUBAABLLYIOCA AEBYLIKY M OCbiNan ee CTPacTHbIMM
nouenyamu. Kpenko npuKasLIMCb K HEMY, OHa MNaKana HeCKa3aHHO CYACTIMBbLIMK Ce3aMMU...

Koraa Hactana MUHyTa pasfiyku, AKT3 CO CNafOCTHbIM CMYyLLEHMEeM B3rasHyna Ha oborKaemoro eto
mmnepatopa. Ho Bo B3ope ee He OblNO packasdHWA: B HEM Bblpakanacb OfHa /uWb b6e3rpaHnyHas nobosb,
6eckoHe4YHan npeaaHHOCTb.

— TaK Tbl ocTaewbcs? Ja? Obewaewb? — npowentan HepoH, CHOBa HEXKHO M ropaYo obHMManA ee. — AKT3!
AKkT3! Kak mHe 6iarogaputb Teba 3a TBO N1to60Bb 1 A06poTY? MNpouain, mos Bo3ntobaeHHas, MoA eAMHCTBEHHAnN
HacToswasn, nobuman cynpyral A gonxkeH cnewntb K roctam! Botocb, Moe NPOAO/IKUTENIbHOE OTCYTCTBUE YiKe
3ameyeHo Bcemu. Al BUXKY, Tbl elle HOCMLIb MOM nepcTeHb. MOKaXu ero npmMBpaTtHUKY TurennuHa. Tebe byaer
OKa3aHO TaKoe e YyBarKeHMWe, Kak MmnepaTpuue, U yKaxyT Tebe noxKe, rae Tbl MOXKelWb CMOKOMHO 3acHYTb B
CO3HAHWW HalWero, AOCTUIHYTOrO HaKOHEeL, cyYacTbA. ApTemMUAOop e yBe4OMMUT TBOK [OCMOXy, 4Tobbl OHa
OoTbiCKana cebe Apyrylo CnNyTHUUY. AKT3 poOXAeHa He Ans Toro, 4Tobbl NPUCAYKUBATb CTaperowum
npoBuHUManKam. MoxKanyicTa, HaNnUWK YTO cledyeT BOT Ha 3TOW Aouieydke: A no3aboyycb, 4Tobbl 3anuMcKa bbina
[OCTaB/eHa No agpecy 3aBTpa paHo yTPoM. [4e ocTaHOBMACh TBOA CULMANAHKA?

— B gome ee noapyru, erMNTAHKM nnxapuc.
— lMpurnaweHHoM cerogHA cloga?

— Tolt camoi. Aptemunaop cKasan mHe o6 atom. Ecnm Obl He Ha3HA4YeHHbIA Ha 3aBTpa OTbesd MoeW
rocrnoxu, 1 oHa 6bina bbl 34eCb MeXAay rocTAMU.

— TaK dnuxapuc MoXeT nepegaTb el CErogHA e TBOM 0TKa3, — CKasan umnepartop.
AKT3 Hanucana.

— Xopowo, — cKasan HepoH, npA4a BOCKOBYIO AOLEYKY Noj TYHUKY. — Tenepb uau, moa goporas, mos
oboxaemasn! O, KakKMM HeonMcyeMbiM B1aXKeHCTBOM Aapuilb Tbl MeHA! B rpyan moei pafoctb bbeT Katouom, A
xoTen 6bl 06HATL BeCcb Mup. CTynait U NPUMM eLlle OAMH OTHEHHbIV NOLENy, KOTOPbIM CKaXKeT Tebe, KaK Bceueno
Tbl B/lageellb Moum cepguem!
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OH NpuHUK K ee rybam B nocneaHuii pas. MoAHABLIMCL, OHA HaMpaBW/acb K MaNeHbKOW KaZMTKe napkKa,
MeXay TeM KaK HepoH, 3aKMHYB 3a N1e4o Tory, NOCMELWW K CPeaoToUMIO NPasaHMKa, OTKYA4a BCE TpOMYE U ACHee
[ONEeTan g0 HEro Wym 1 Becesblit roop.
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FnaBa X

Koroa Knasauii HepoH noaxoamn K apeHe, Tam TONbKO YTO OKOHUYMAach 6opbba rnagmaTopos, 3a KOTOPOM
BO36YKAEHHbIE BUHOM 3pUTENN CNeAUAN C TOPAYUM BOOAYLLEBNEHNEM.

OauH n3 60pLI,OB, paHEHblﬁ, NUCTEKAA KPOBbIO, ynas Ha KOJIEHN, a ero C/IOMaHHbIN Mey Bansasica B CTOpPOHE Ha
necKke apeHbl.

MNobeauTtenb, BOMPOCUTENBHO OCMOTPEBLUMCb KPYrom, OCTaHOBMA CBOW B30OP Ha MMMEPATOPCKOW JIOXKe,
0XMJAA YCNbIXaTb M3 YCT MMNEepPaTpuULbl-maTepun pelleHne cyabbbl ob6e3opyKeHHOro NpoTMBHMKA. HecmoTpa Ha
HALWENTbIBAaHMA PbIXKe UCMaHKW AueppoHuu, ArpunnuHa, 6yayum 34ecb TONbKO FOCTbeN HapaBHE C ApYyrumMu,
OTK/IOHMNA OT ceba 3TO NPaBO M BENMYABO PAaBHOAYLIHbIM ¥KeCTOM yKa3ana bopuy Ha pAgbl OCTaNbHbIX 3pUTENEeN.
MN3HexeHHble OHOWKN K BeccepaeyHble KOKETKM MOXKEeNann HacnaguTbCA KPOBaBbIM 3pefiMLLEM A0 KOHLUA, — U
BCe onycTuau 6onblon nanel, 4YTo o3Ha4vano: «M3basb ®nasma CueBMHa OT pacxoaa Ha fedveHune! He mepnu!
HaHocu cmepTenbHbIn yaap!»

Mocne MrHOBEHHOro KosiebaHus, rnaanatop rnyboKo BOH3UA KAMHOK B rpyAb CBOEN XepTBbl. TemHas cTpyn
KPOBM CO CBMCTOM 1 Napom 6pbi3HyNa BBEPX.

Torpa-To cpegm ornyWUTENbHbIX PYKOMAECKaHUI noaBMAaca we3apb. MNpeKkpacHo-BeanYaBbll, Kak AMOA/IOH,
BOLUE/ OH Ha CTyneHu TpnbyHbl U cen mexkay OKTaBuen n ArpunnmHom.

— Tbl He gonxHa 6blna 6bl AoNycKaTb 3Toro, — obpaTuaCcA K maTepu HepoH, — MK Mo KpaiHel mepe Tbl,
6naropogHas OKTaBuA, Npo3BaHHas KpoTkoi. KoHeuHo, Byayyn pUMAAHKOWM C HOT 40 roN0Bbl, Tbl NPUBbIYHA K
yXKacam cmepTu. 1 3TO NOHMMALO M ycTynato. HO TONbKO CEeroAHs... CerogHs... NPasaHuK Bbla Tak NpeKkpaceH, Tak
MOJIOH FAPMOHMMU... HE C/IeA0BaI0 OCKBEPHATb YOUINCTBOM 3TOT CYACT/IMBLIN AEHb.

— Y6UCTBOM? — M3YMIEHHO NOBTOpUAa ArpuMnnuHa.

— [a, ybuitictBom, — noATBEepAMA LUEe3apb, — XOTA U 3aKOHHbIM, HO TEM He MeHee OTBPATUTE/IbHbIM
ybuiictBom. PasBe Tbl He 3Haellb, YTO roBopuT 06 aTom CeHeKa? [a n cam HnaropoaHbln Pnasuii CueBuH,
NMOTBOPCTBYA KECTOKOMY TpPebOBaHWIO COBPEMEHHOrO BKYCAa, MOBUHYETCA eAMHCTBEHHO AUlb 06M3aHHOCTM
amOoUTPUOHa, a He cobcTBEHHOMY YyBCTBY. B ylle OH cOBEPLUIEHHO COMTAaceH C MOMM BECCMEPTHLIM YUUTENEM.

— buTBbl r1agMaTtopoB — Hacneaue npegKos, — Bo3pasuaa OkTasusa. — Cam LimuepoH, dunocod He xyrke
CeHeKM, cuMTan Ux Nydwen LWKONOM MYMKCKOM oTBarM. Kak mMHe MOrio NpUIATK B rON0BY NMPOTUBUTLCSA BOJIE U
06bl4afAM PUMCKOro Hapoaa’?

— Tak gymato 1 sl — MHOro3HauMTeNbHO MPMCOBOKYNMAA MMMepaT-puLa-maTte. OHa 6blia paccepikeHa.
Cmenbiit TocT ®nasua CuesBMHa, KOTOPOTO ee CbiH Tenepb OTKPbLITO XBa/MUA Kak 0bpaseLl, 3STUYECKOro HanpasaeHus,
C YZLBOEHHOW A,ep30CTbi0 3a3BYy4Ya/l B €€ yLiax.

— Matb, — 06paTmnca K Helh HepoH, mexay Tem Kak Asoe pabos BbIHOCMAM ymUpaBliero ¢pakuinua, —
CKaXku, 4To c Toboi? Thbl pasgocagoBaHa MOMMK cnoBamm K OKTaBuM? Ho A rosopu no raybokomy ybeskaeHuto. Y
TebA TaKoM CypOBbIi, HEA0BOJIbHbIM BUA... Al XKe TaK PafoCTeH, Tak CY4ACT/IMB, TaK MNOJIOH NPa3AHUYHOIO BECE/bA U
¥aXAabl XU3HK, YTO XOoTen bbl oaep:kaTb nobedy U Hag camolt cmepTbio! MaTb, A 3HalO, Tbl OCKOpH/IeHa TOCTOM
dnaBuA. XOTA MCKYCHO CKpbITas, HO BCe-TaKW OCTpas OTpasa ero c/oB yA3suaa Teba. Buanwb 1M, maTtb, MHOrMe
CceHaTopbl U BONBLIMHCTBO PUMAAH XeNakoT, YTobbl A eAUHONMYHO Aep’Kan CKUNETP PUMCKOro umnepaTopa, Ho
HepoH oTANYHO 3HaeT, KoMy OH 0653aH NPeCcToNoM. Tbl OCTaHeLWbCA NpaBUTeNbHULEN MMNEPUN, eCNU NPaBAEHNE
TBOE BYAEeT KPOTKO U He OCKOPBUTENbHO A1 3aKOHOB rocyaapcTea. Thl Byaellb YCTynaTb MHE B MeslodaXx, TO/IbKO
B LUYTKY; BO BCEM e BaKHOM Tebe npesocTaBAseTcs HeorpaHUYeHHas BacTb. A He YecTontobuB, MaTb. MeHs He
c061a3HAIT AeP30CTHbIE PeyYn TBOUX BParos.
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Mpexae yem ArpunnuHa ycnena oTBeTUTb, U3 affien, YCaXKeHHON rpoMaaHbIMU MUHUAMU U HaxoauBLLENCA
KaK pa3s no3aam apeHbl, pa3fasca OT4asAHHbIN KPUK O NOMOLLN. Bce BCKOUMIM CO CBOMX MECT.

C npeTtopuaHuamu Bnepegm, roctm 6pocnancb B annew, NO KOTOPON menseHHOo, waTasacb, wen ®nasuii
CueBuH, NnoaaepKnBaemblii npekpacHol Monneen CabuHoM.

— Y6uiictBo! — 3aKpmyana oHa CBOMM 3BYUHbIM rofiocom. — Kakoit Bek! AMPUTPMOH He Be3onaceH gaxke B
cobctBeHHOM gome!

B o4HO MrHoBeHWe HepoH ouyTuACA BO3fe ceHaTopa M 6epeskHo 0b6XBaTWUA ero PyKoi, KOCHYBLIMCL Npw
3TOM pyKwu Monneu, KoTopasa B34pOrHyAa, HECMOTPA Ha BCE CMATEHWE 3TOWM MUHYTLI, Kak bbl Kefan gaTb NOHATbL
MMNepaTopy, Kakoe CUAbHOoE BneyaT/eHne OH NPOM3BOAMT Ha Hee.

— CKaxu, 4to cnyuynnocb? — 3abotimeo cnpocun HepoH. — Ho npexae Bcero: Kak Tbl cebsa 4yBCTBYELb?

— Ha aT1oT pa3 A oTaenanca [OBOALHO CYACTAIMBO, — ycmexHynca Pnasuin CueBuH. — A rynan c cynpyrou
OTO 1, 04apOBaHHbI ee OCTPOYMHOW becenol, 3abbln 0 MOUX 06A3aHHOCTAX X03MHA AOMA. BApyr B KycTapHMKax
YTO-TO 3allymeso. fl nosaran, YTo 3TO HOYHaA NTMLA, HO eABa yCcnes NogymaTtb, Kak MeHs yAapwuio no npaBomy
nnedy. «OTO!» — KpWKHYN A u obepHynca. Ho Bpar y»Ke ucyes, U A NOYYBCTBOBAN JINWb TENAYH KPOBb,
CTPYMBLUYIOCA MO MOel cnuHe!

— MNpeTopuraHybl! Ouenute Nnapk 1 4oOM! — NOBEANTENLHO BOCKANKHYAA ArpunnumHa.
— CTeHa BbICOKa, BCe BXOAbl 3anepTbl. *KaNKuii NPECTYNHUK He MOXKET YCKO/Ib3HYTb OT Hac!

— dakenbl ctogal — npukasan TUrennunH, mexay Tem Kak npekpacHaa MNonnesa v HepoH Benu B Aom
oKpoBaBneHHoro CueBuHa.

— TweTHbIn Tpya! — cKasan oOH, BPOCMB CTPaHHbIM B3rNA4, Ha MMMepaTpuuy-matb. — Takue ybuiupbl
ypesBbl4aHO XUTPbI U OBBIKHOBEHHO C/y4aeTCcs, YTO UX NpecsieaytoT No IOXKHOMY crieay.

Boiiga B cnanbHio Pnasus, HepoH 0bpaTUACA K CTOABLUEMY TamM UCMyraHHOMY ApTeMuaopy.
— MNomormn mHe ynoXntb TBOEro rocnofmnHal — ckasan oH.

— lNpecseTnenwnin nmnepaTop, — BO3Pasna OTNYLLEHHWUK, — CMOTPW, TYT A0BOIbHO NO4EN U MEKAY HUMM
ecTb Bpaun. bnaropogHbiit CLeBMH HMKOrAa He NpocTua Bbl MHe, ecin Bbl A gonyctua...

— Monun! — pesko npepsan ero CuesuH.— CnywalicA umnepaTopa HepoHa! OH egMHCTBEHHbIN
BNACTUTENb, KOTOPOMY Bbl 06A3aHbl MOBMHOBATLCA, OaKe eciuM Obl OH MpUKasan BaM.. apecToBaTb CBOMO
cobCcTBEHHYIO MaTb!

Knasaunit HepoH obmeHancs yamBaeHHbIM B3rAsA0M C NpeKkpacHou MNonneei, KoTopas, BIpoYem, ToT4ac Xe
NpWHAAa 06bIYHO TOMHbIV BUA,

MmnepaTtop Nerko NpunogHaA CTaH LUMPOKOMAEYEro ceHaTopa, KOTOporo ApTeMMAOP B TO Ke Bpems
06XBaTWA 32 HOTW, U OHW MONOMKMAN Er0 HA XKEeNEe3HYI0 KPOoBaTb: TaK NOBEAUTENb MUPA U pab BMecTe UCNONHUAN
06A3aHHOCTb 6ONIbHUYHBIX CAYXKUTENEN.

OToiias, HepoH npumeTua, 4To ero 6enocHeKHas Tora MecTaMum ChJoWb NPOMNMTaNach KPOoBbHo.
Mm 0Bflageno cTpaHHOE YyBCTBO: KPOBb B AEeHb BCTPEUM C ropayo nobrmoin AKTa npesseltana beay!

OH nocrtapancs oTorHatb 3Ty Mbicab. «[lycTaku! — roBopun oH cebe. — HepoH Tak e Mano BepuT B bacHu
npeackasatesieid, Kak B Nt0boBHble noxoxaeHua lOnutepa. A cam byay HOnutepom, BUAALLMM CYaCTbe 3TOM
MUWUMOIETHOM XU3HU B 06BATUAX MOeN 0OBOPOKUTENbHON BO31HOONEHHOM ! »

PaHa ®nasus CueBMHaA OKasasnacb HEOMaCHOM: HanpaB/ieHHbIN Haydauyy KWHXKan NpoLes BCKOJ/b3b, He
nospeamus BHYTPEHHOCTU. [omawHuit Bpay MNMOAUXMMHUIA HANOMKUA UCKYCHYIO NEepeBA3Ky M Hamnoua paHeHoro
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XON04HOM BOAOW C GPYKTOBLIM COKOM, YTO BUAMMO OCBENKMUO €ro.
B TporaTenibHbIX BblparkeHuax 6aarogapun Pnasuii 3a6oTamMBOro MMnepartopa.

— WCTMHHO uapcTBEeHHAA HaTypa, — C BOOAYyLWEBAEHMEM NPUBABMA OH, — BXOAMT B KarKAOe HeCcvacTbe,
CTApasCb CMATYUTb €ro, CTPEMUTCA MOKapaTb KaKAoe MpecTynjeHue U BO3HarpauTb KaxAbli BEMKOAYLIHbIN
nocTynok. HepoH, 6paTcKM MOMOralowmini CBOMM ApPYy3bAM, MOMKET pPacCcyMTbiBaTb HAa HWX B 4Yac cepbesHoM
onacHoctu! [1ah mHe pyKy U Tbl, OCTOMHEeNWanA n3 pumnsHok! — obpatuaca oH K Nonnee. — byap A Ha ABagLaAThb
NeT MonoKe, A nosasmaosan bbl TBoemy OTo. Tbl NpeKkpacHa, Kak AbpoaunTa, u gpyxentobHa, Kak Koc. Obeait
MHe HaBeCcTUTb MeHA Ha AHax! A Jo/mKeH 40 KOoHUa A0CnywaTb MHTEPECHYH MUCTOPMIO, KOTOPYI Tbl Hadvana
pacckasbiBaTb MmHe!

— Ecnu possoneHo cnyre, — BMmewwanca Bpad MNoamxmumuuin, — 3abotuTbca o 61are cBoero rocnoauHa, To A
nocoseToBan 6bl H6OXXecTBeHHOMY Le3apto U bnaropogHoit Monnee ocTaBuTb Tenepb Hawero 6osbHOro. B
NPOTUBHOM C/ly4ae, HeM3beXKHAA B €ro NOJIOKEHUMN INXOPAAKA MOXKET NPUHATb YrpoKaloLme pasmepsl.

— Tbl roBOpULLb MyAPO, — CKasan umnepaTop. — Moingem, Monnen, TBO HeXHbINM OTO 1 6e3 Toro AO/XKEH
6bITb BHe cebs oT pesHoCTH!

— MycTb ero, nosenutens! — nykaBo oTeevana onnesa. — PeBHOCTb — 3TO MAcNo, NuTalolee naams
nobsun. K tomy e... — TMxo npubasBuna oHa, — peBHOCTb K ®Pnasuto CueBuHy?.. Tbl npeyBennymBaellb ero
KayecTBa.

N oHa bpocuna Ha Hero NoxkupawLwmii B3op. Mexay Tem OHW AOCTUFAM NAOWAAKK, rae rocnoAcTBoBano
HEBEPOATHOE CMATEHWe. MmnepaTopckue reapAeiilbl, HaxoAMBLUMECA B PacCTaB/eHHOW BOKPYr Aoma uenw,
He6Oo/IbWMMM TPYMNaMKn PacChbiNnaancb No napky, obbiCKMBas BECKOHEUHbIE afiien M rycTble KycTapHUKW. Kaxkayto
rpynny conposoaan dakenoHocel,.

Xpabpeiwine wn3 ceHaTopoB M 6naropoAdHbiX, B3AB OpyXue y Muauxa, rnasHoro paba dnasus,
NpUCcoeaMHUAUCL K congaTam. BONbLIMHCTBO e rocTel U cpegy HUX BCA MOJIOAENKb, TaK yCepAHO MoTArMBaau
Kpenkoe BMHO CuUeBMHa, YTO Tenepb WaTanucb, nodobHo ceBuTe [AMoHWUCca, M, nociae BecnnoaHbIX YCUAUiA
yAepXaTbCA Ha HOrax, Co B3[0XaMW CHOBa OMYCKa/IMCb Ha MATKMe cKambu. [laske cam TuUrennnH, HECMOTPA Ha
CBOIO OMbITHOCTb M MPMBbLIYKY K MOMOMKam, C BeAMYalWMm TPyAOM MepeaBuran Horamu. Te KeHWMHbl U
[EBYLLUKM, KOTOPble He 3aCHY/IM eLle Ha CBOMX mecTax, bexxanu B Kasegmym. OgHa TONbKO ArpMnnuHa U cepbesHasn
OKTaBus, ropAo BbINPAMUBLLMCL, CUMAENU B CBOEW /oXe W, 06/aUTble ACHBbIM, POBHbIM CBETOM KaHaenabp,
ynoAobuamco ABYM BE/IMYECTBEHHbIM CTATYAM.

HepoH OBHaMWn mey; OH XOTeN /AMYHO OTMCTUTb 3a NoKyweHue Ha Pnasua CueBMHA NpeaaTeNbCKu
CKpbiBLIEMYCA ybuiiLe.

Monnesa CabuHa, BbIHYB U3 YyryHHOW NOACTaBKM NepBblit MonaBWwuiica daken, NocaesoBana 3a HUM, Tak Kak
ee peBHMBOro OTo HUrAe He 6b110 BUAHO, UK Ke OHa Cymena UCKYCHO mM3bexaTb ero...

OcBeTMB Maccy rycTbiX, CMyTaBLIMXCA KycToB, lonnes CUMAbHO B3APOrHy/ia: B Hebo/bWOW KaHaBKe 61au3
[OPOXKKM  CBEPKHYN CTaJlbHOW K/AMHOK: OHa HaK/AOHMAACb WM MOAYa MOAHANA  KUHXKaA. YBAEYeHHbIN
npecnegosaHMem HepoH He MPUMETUA ee ABUNKEHUA.

Ha cuHeBaTO-ApKON, TpPexrpaHHOM CTa/in  elle BUAHE/UCb C/eAbl  CBEXel  KPOoBW, SACHO
CBMAETeNbCTBOBaBLIEN O 3HaYEHWUU HEOXKMAAHHON HaXx0aKM.

HepoH Bce cnewunn snepega,.

Bocnosb3oBaswuncb 6aaronpuaTHbIM MomeHToM, Monnea CabuHa o6Tepna KMHMKan O POCUCTYIO TpaBy M
OCTOPOXHO crpsATana ero cebe nog nosc.
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Tenepb OHa NoOHANA BCe.

Mo cTpaHHOM CAy4allHOCTM, OHa BUAENa HA AHAX B NOKOAX ArpUnMMHbI TOYHO TAKOM e KUHMKan — NpocToin
CTUNET, HEe CNOCOBHbI 06/1MYNTL CBOIO LLAaPCTBEHHYIO 0b1adaTenbHuLy.

npOVICLIJECTBMe 06BbACHANOCL O4YeHb NpPoCTO, B TO XX€& BpemA HanomMuHaA cobol MCKyCHbIﬁ 3amblicen
coynHuTenA Tparep,mﬁ.

Monnes MbICNIEHHO YBUAENa POCKOWHYIO CnajsbHIO ArpunnuMHbL, KOrga OHa npuwaa  HaBeCTUTb
MMnepaTpuLLy-MaTb MO C/Iy4alo ee N1erkoro HeJOMOraHuaA, U NPUHeCcNa YyaHY TMpAsSHAY LBETOB B BUAE «NpuBeTa
BbICOKOM CTpafanuue»; B AENCTBUTENIbHOCTU e, ee Nt0H6e3HOCTb MMena oAaHy Lenb — paan HepoHa nonyumtb
pacnosioxeHne uMmnepaTpuLbl-maTepu.

ArpunnuHa 6bl1a o4eHb NPUBETANBA: KETble PO3bl HAa BPEMA 3aBOEBaANU ee cepaue.
OHa npurnacuna Nonneto K cebe n nobnarogapuna ee.
Kpome 60nbHOM B KOMHATE HaxoAMNacCh TO/IbKO NaHTEPa, PbiKan McnaHKa ALueppoHus.

Bopyr ArpunnuHa ynana B o6MOpOK. BbiTb MOKeT, 3amax po3 CAUWKOM CMAbHO MNOAENCTBOBAN Ha ee
BO36OYXKAEeHHble HepBbl. ALueppoHMs 3ab0TIMBO NoAXBaTUAA CBOKO FOCMOXY, Ha4yana TepeTb et 106 U BUCKU U
KPUKHYyNa ucnyraHHow Monnee:

— DcceHUuMIo, 3aKNuHalo Tebs, Aait acceHumo! HanpaBo B CTEHHOM fiLUMKe NO3aAM KeApOoBOW LIKaTyAKu!
dnaKkoH ¢ HaanUCbio, Tbl YBUAMLIb.

B BosHeHMM [Monnesa He Moria cpasy HaMTM KHOMKY AWMKA WM MOKa OHa WMCKana MpyXWHYy, CAyYyaiHo
OTBOPWIACb OAHA U3 APYrux, cepebpsaHblx, YTONNEHHbIX B CTEHY AoLlleyeK. Monnea mMrHoBeHHO coobpasuna, 4to
chenana onacHoe OTKPbITUE: Mepes Hel OTKPbIIMCb BCEM W3BECTHblE XPyCTasbHble GAKOHbI OTPaBUTENbHULLbI
JTIOKyCTbl M AeCATb UM ABEHAALATL KMHMKAN0B C TPEXIPAHHBIMU KAMHKAMU U KPYFbIMU MeAHbIMW PYKOATKAMMU.

Bce 3TO TONIbKO MeNbKHYNO nepes ee rnasamm, HO HEN3rnagnMmo Bpe3anochb B ee NamaATb.

BeclymHO 3ax/10MHYB cepebpsaHyo AOLLEYKY, OHA TYT XKe Hallla AWMK C 3CCEeHUMEN U nocnewnna noaatb ee
HWYero He 3aMeTMBLUEN ALEPPOHUN.

Tenepb Tak*Ke HUKTO He A0NXKEH Y3HATb MPO CTPAHHYHO CBA3b €€ HAaXO4KM C NPOLAbIM OTKPbITUEM.

ArpunnuHa He A0JIKHa nopao3pesaTb, YTo MNMonnea CabuHa AgepKuT y cebs Ha rpyau [A0oKasaTenbCTBO ee
BMHOBHOCTU B MOKYLEHMN Ha XM3Hb ®nasuAa CueBMHA M YTO O4HMM CBOMM C/I0BOM OHa MOXeT CopBaTb C
uMnepaTpuubl-MaTePU JIMUMHY Nepes ee [0BepyYMBbiM  CbIHOM. TakKMm 06pasom, MoJioAaf KeHLMHa
OKa3blBa/lacb FOCMOXOM NosoXKeHuA. [oKa OHa pelnaacb XPaHUTb CTPOroe MOMYAHUE U BbICTYMUTb Ha CLLEHY He
paHblue, yemM Korga 3To byger HeobxoAMMO M ymecTHo. Toraa HepoH y3HaeT, yTo 3TOT KMH)Kan o4uH U3
XpaHALWMXCA pagom ¢ dnakoHamm JIoKkycTbi!

Bce 3To npoHecsnoch B ee rosiose ¢ 6bICTPOTON MONHUK, U OHa Becesio Mocrewnaa 3a uesapem, ycepaHo
06bICKMBABLUMM KYCTbI.

— BoT u conpatbl y»Xe BO3BpaWaloTCA, — B340XHYB, CKa3aJzia OHa. — KaxeTca, nx noucku 6blN TaK Ke
TWETHbI, KaK U Hawu!

— Huyero n HuWKoro, goporoi uesapb! — euwe msganeka npoTaHyn TurennmH. — BcTpeTuBluMeca MHe
TPUOYHbI NPETOPUAHLEB TaK¥Ke MAYT C NyCTbiMM pyKamu. KnaHycb Mepkynecom, reapaeiubl NpoHU3aan cBOMMU
KOMbSMM BCE SIaBPOBbIE U MUPTOBbIE KYCTbl U ec/iv Bbl Tam NPATaNCcA KakoW-HUMbYAb HerogAain, oH, HaBepHoe, bbin
6bl NPOTKHYT, KaK BEPTE/NIOM.

— 3HauuT, NPECTYNHUK Nnepesies yepes CTeHy, — CKasasl Le3apb.
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— EnBa v, ecnn ToNbKO Yy Hero He Obl0 NecTHUUbI, @ eCin OHA M bbina, TO ee, HaBepHOe, Hawan Obl
roe-HMbyab B MapKe MM 3a CTeHON. Kpome TOro, Tam CTOpOMKaT npeTtopuaHubl U npuberkaslime Cloga Ha Wym
conAaTbl FOPOLCKOM KOropThl.

— Xopouwwo. 3HauuT, ybuinua cpeam Hac.
TurennvH noxan nnevyamm.

— KT0 e 13 rocteit mor 6bITb TaKMM OTbSBAEHHbIM, HU3KMM Herogdaem? U ewe: KTO NUTan Bpaxkay K
yectHomy CueBuHy? OH obwwmii nbumel, obwmii npuatenb.. Ero pabbl oborkatoT ero. BbiTb MoOXKeT,
Aptemngop?..

— ApTtemunaop 6bia B 4OME, KOrAa 3TO CAy4MNoch.
— OpHaKo OH Beab y»Ke 6eran ot Hero, Torga, HECKO/IbKO MecALEeB TOMY Hasaa,
— To 6b1/10 U3 CTPaxa, a He U3 HEHABMUCTU.

— Hy TaK KTO e 3T0 caenan? — NOKaYHyBLUWUCb, CMPOCKA arpureHTel,. — Beap He Aymaelub e Tbl, 4TO KTO-
HUOYAb M3 NNameHHbIX oborkatenein Hawen Monnem OTMCTUA LIECTUAECATUNETHEMY CTAPUKY 33 €ro NPOrysKy
BABOEM C Hel No napky?

— Al BOBCE HUYEro He Aymato NoKa, — oteevan HepoH. — Ho Beap Tbl COrnaceH, YTo KMHXKan npuneten He
cam coboi, nogobHo ronybke MenuHHa. MosTomy s caenat To, YTO MHe npeanucbiBaeT gonr. OTbiwm byppal
MpuKaxkn emy co3BaTb CBOMX NpeTopuaHLueB. fopoAcKkue conaaTtbhl MOTYT CTOPOXUTb CHApYKM, Ha Caydan, ecau
NPEeCTyNHMK CTAaHEeT CKPbIBAaTbCA Ha BepLluMHe ryctoro gepesa. MNpu HacToAwMx o6CcTOATENBCTBAX A He AOBEpPsto
HMKoMy. Bce 6yayT obbiCcKaHbl, OT ceHaTopa A0 nocneaHero paba. MycTb 3HAlOT, Kak B umnepuun HepoHa KapatoT
TaKue BbIXxoaKu baHanTos!

MATb MMHYT CNYCTA Ha 3BYKM TPYD CO BCEX CTOPOH COLUAMNCHE MPETOPUAHLLbI U FOCTH.

— Bonau B Hally o)y, — ckasan uesapb [onnee CabuHe. — Tbl, conpoBoxaaswaa Pnasus CuesnHa B
MOMEHT MO30PHOro NOKYLWEHUS, TaKKe 0NNLETBOpAeLlb cobolt obLLecTBeHHYO cOBeCTb. TBOM Meyasb U KpacoTa
BHYLUAT NPECTYNHUKY pPacKadaHMe U CTbia, M 0b6ner4aTt Ham packpbiTe BUHOBHOTO. K TOMy }Ke, Kak HaxoAMBLLAACA C
HUM, Tbl O4Ha CTOULLb BbllWe BCAKOIro nogo3peHuna, Tbl U Mbl, UMNEPATOPCKAA cemba!

ArpunnuHa 6pocuna XonogHbIM B3rnsAf Ha nNpeKkpacHyto [lonneto, KoTopas OCTaHOBWAACb C/leBa OT
MMMepaTopa M CO CMNOKOMHbIM Apy)Kenobuem BcTpeTuna ee B3op. [Ja M K yYemy cTomno 6bl pasaparkatb
ArpunnuHy Tenepb? Het, Monnea 6blna CANWIKOM NyKaBa, YTobbl B CAMOM Hauyasne BblAaTb CBOM Aa/ibHOBUAHbIE
naaHbl.

«Ho KTO Ke 6bln opyamem LapCTBEHHOM NpecTynHUUbl? — aymana Nonnea. — bypp cnbiBeT ee paBOPUTOM.
Ho s He mory gonyctutb, 4Tobbl OH PEWWACA Ha TaKoi MOCTYNOK: 3TO 6bi10 6bl CAMWKOM HU3KO. Man, BbiTb
MOKET, LLeHTYPUOH Ybuir, Tak 6acHOCNOBHO 6bICTPO Aenatowmii Kapbepy? [a uto mMmHe 3a aeno? [1oBosibHO TOro,
YTO MHE U3BECTEH UCTOYHMK NOKYLLIEHUAY.

B Aywe oHa WCKPEeHHO cmeanacb Hajd BbICTPOTOM M NErKoCTbio, C KOTOpbiMM 6Gnarogapa 06MOpPOKy
ArpuynnuHbl OHa NPOHKUK/IA B €€ UIPY U TaKMM 06pa3om oB/laZesia TallHOM, A0/IKEeHCTBOBaBLLENW PaHO WU NO3AHO
[OCTaBUTb eli MHOTMe BbIroAbl.

Huuem He ob6HapyXuBasa CBOe TaWHOE TOPXKECTBO, OHa C ropAblM AOCTOMHCTBOM BHWMAana, Koraa
Herogyowmii HepoH c ropAwmm B3opom obpaTuaca K Tonne roctein.

— Cosepuwmnocb 6ecnpMmepHO-NO30pHOE CBATOTATCTBO, — rOBOPUA OH. — [lomMOrnte MHe OTKpPbITh
npectynHmka! HeBMHHbIE 43 He COYTYT U3NUWHUM A0Ka3aTb CBOK HEBUMHHOCTb! HUKTO M3 NpUCYTCTBYIOWMUX He
conaeT ¢ mecTa, paHblle Yem OB6bACHUT, rAe OH HaxoAMACA 0 3TOM MUHYTbI U He AOKaXKeT, YTO Ha HeM HeT HU
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CKPbITOrO OPYXMUSA, HU CeAoB npeaaTenbCky NPOAUTON KPoBU. B 0COBEHHOCTU Ke Bbl, CNaBHble MpPeTopuaHLbl,
ornopa npaBa 1 3aKOHOB, Bbl 60/1bLLE BCEro A0/IXKHbI cTapaTbca 06 pa3obiayeHnn BuHoBHOro! MpeacrasbTe cebe,
KakoW becnpuMepHbIii MO30pP, ECAN OH OKaXKeTCsA cpeam Bac caMux, cpeamn A0CTOCNaBHOro oTpAaa usbpaHHuUKos!
CmepTb OT pyKK nanaya 6bina 6bl cAULLKOM 60NbLIOIK YecTblo A4NA Npe3peHHoro HerogAaa!

Kpyrom pasgancsa ogo0b6putenbHbIin ponorT.

— TaK HauMHall ¢ MeHs, — NPOoU3Hec/ia MMMNepaTpPULa-MaTb, NPOTATMBAA PYKWU C BUAOM NMOKOPHOCTU CBOEN
NO30PHOM yyacTu.

Mpy 3TOM ABUKEHUM cepebpsaHbili rBO34b, KOHEL, KOTOPOro Topyan M3 nog o6uBKKU Nepun NoXKu, rnyboko
ouapanan ei pyKy, U KpoBb, BPbI3HYB Ha BOOPY!KEHUE CTOABLLEro CNpaBa OT Hee LeHTypuoHa Ybua, KanHyna v Ha
ee cobcTBEHHYI0 6e10nueiHy0 oaeskay. ArpunnuHa B3A4POrHyaa U UCNyCTUAa NErkuil KpuK.

— Marb, YTO Tbl Aeflaelb? — B y¥Kace BOCKAMKHYA HepoH. — OnATb KPOBb B 3TOT YyAHbIN AeHb, KOTOPbIN
TaK /lyye3apHO Hayanca 1 Tak boXKecTBEHHO 3aBepLuanca’?

— CblH MOW, 3TO C/ly4allHOCTb, HO B C/Y4aMHOCTAX 4YacToO BblpakaeTcsa BosA 6eccmepTHbIX 60oros. BbiTh
MOEeT, 3TUM OHW JaloT MoHATb Tebe, cBoemy AbOMMLY, YTO Tbl OCKopbasews roctert dnasusa CueBuHa,
npespaLLan ero oM B CyguauLLe, Kak byaTo npasgHUMYHan NaoLlafKa B MApKe CEHATOPA TO YKe CaMoe, YTO MOPTUK
Ha HapoAHON nAoWaAW, rAe MNPaKTUKYIOWME 3aKOHHMKM NpeanaraloT Kenawlum CBOM  topugudeckue
XUTpOCNAETEHUA...

MopakeHHbIn HepoH cxBatuaca 3a N106. Heykenn oH BCe elle AeCATUNETHUI MasbuyMK, KOTOPOro MaTb
b6ecuepeMoHHO Tpenasnia 3a BO/I0Cbl, KOrAa OH IBASAJICA AOMOW C pa30pBaHHOMN TYHUKOMN?

OH y»e cobupasnca BO3PasUTb B CAEPXaHHbIX, HO 3HEPrUYHbIX C0BaX, YTO 6e30MacHOCTb ero rpaxaaH
Ba)KHee AN Hero BCcex NPUABOPHbIX M CBETCKUX NPUANYUIA, KOTAa ero onepeann HadanabHUK npeTopuaHues bypp.

— Bcemoryuwias ArpunnuHa, — TBepAo npoumsHec oH. — Mol gonr npeanucbiBaeT MHE Hemea/iIeHHOo
UCMONHMTL NOBeseHMA umnepaTtopa. Kak 3HaTHas >KeHLMHa, Tbl MOMKelllb OCKOP6AATbCA 3TUM, HO Kak maTb
MMnepaTopa, Tbl 40JIKHA byAellb Npu3HaTh, YTO CTapbIn, FPYObIN conaaT UCNOHWU/ CBOK 06A3aHHOCTb.

AI'pMI'IFIVIHa nokana nnevyamu. Ecnm HavanbHMK npetopuaHues 6pan CTOpPOHY HepOHa, 4YTO MOTrl/1a OHa
cp,enaTb? Ho oHa TyT e BTaMHe MoKnanacb onyTaTtb 3TOro measegAa po3oBbiMKU UENAMMU, yTobbl Ha 6yp,yUJ,ee
BpemaAa OTHATb Y Hero BCAKYHO BO3MOXHOCTb K NPOoABJIEHNAM HEYMECTHOIO ycepana.

Bypp noaos3Ban BOCbMEpPbIX M3 CBOWX JIIOAEN, HAa BEPHOCTb KOTOPbIX OH MOT BMOJIHE MOJOXMMUTbCA, U
npuvKasan MM OCHoBaTeNbHO O6bICKaTb CHayana Bcex NpeTopuaHLeBs, 3aTem MPUCYTCTBOBABLUMX MYMKUYUH, He
CNOCOBHbIX CKa3aThb, rAe OHN HaxoAUANCb B MOMEHT MOKYLLEHUA, U BCeX pabos.

eHwmMHam 1 AeByLIKam, He KenaslUM MoABeprHyTbCa nybanyHomy ob6bICKY, npeajoskeHo 6bi1o nog,
KOHBOEM NpeTopuaHLeB yaanuTbca B aTpMym. HO HM oAHaA M3 HUX He BOCMO/b30Banacb 3TUM A03BONEHUEM.
MpoTUB OXKMAAHMA, 0BbICK KOHYMICA BECbMA CKOPO.

Y KaA0oro roctsa oKasasnocb Mo [iBa U TPU CBMAETENA, KNATBEHHO MOATBEPKAaBLNX ero npebbiBaHne B TOM
UKW MHOM MmecTe. TaKsKe HU Yy KOTro He HalLNOCh KMH}KaNa, a Mexay TeM BuA, paHbl He OCTaBAAN HU masneilero
COMHEHMUSA B TOM, YTO OHA HaHeCeHa UMEHHO 3TUM OpYXUeMm.

O6blIcK oKa3asca 6e3pesynbTaTHbIM.

— Al roBopwWAa, YTo TaK M byaet! — Bckpuyana ArpunnmHa. — Mpocum NPocTUTb Hac, 6aaropogHblie rocTu
®nasua CueBMHa, ec/iv NoXBanbHOE ycepame Hawero Bo3No6N1eHHOro CbiHa 3aL10 Yepecyyp Aaneko!

HepoH npomonuan.

B Aywe ero yxe BO3HUKAM Apyrve o6pasbl. OH MoAYa BCTan M He3amMeTHO nepesan ApTeMuaopy 3anmcky
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AKT3 K cuumanaHke.

B TOM e nopsake, B KaKOM MMNepaTopcKan npoueccusa gocturna goma dnasus CuesrHa, ABMHYNACh OHa
Tenepb B 06paTHbIN NyTb. MeTenna, cynpyra 3/10N0/YYHOrO CEHaTopa, NPOBOAMAA A0 BOPOT CBOWUX BbICOKMX
rocren.

— enato emy cKoporo BbI34opoBAeHUs! — npowenTtana ArpunnuHa, ApyKecku uenys ee 8 n1006.
— Toro ke »enao u 51, — BOCKAMKHY HepoH, TpUKAbl MPUKOCHYBLUMCL r'ybamu K pyke MeTtennbl.

— W pa NOCTUrHeT HaKasaHWe KOBapHOro MPecTyMHWKa, HapyliuTens TBOEro CrOKOMCTBMA, — CKa3ana
OKTaBMsA, HEXXHO OBHMMAan MAauvyLLyto MaTpoHy. — YTewbcs, AtobesHaa Metenna! MoAMXMMHUIA NPEeBOCXOAHbIN
Bpay, ¥ paHa He onacHa!

Mpoueccma asuHynacb. HM OKkTaBuA, HMU HepoH He NpousHecnn HU cnosa. beamonsme Hapywanocb AULLb
3BYKaMW MepPHbIX LIAroB HOCU/bLLMKOB, GaKeNoHOCLUEB M CONAaT.

HepoH cmoTpen HaBcTpeyy co/HUYy, obelaBlieMy emy HaKoHeL, CHaCT/IMBYHO KU3Hb.

OKTaBUEW Ke WHTYUTMBHO OBNAZENO0 MPAyHOe OlLyLIeHMEe, YTOo ANA Hee HUKoraa 6osiblie He HacTynuT
CBeT/bl1 AEHb.

CrnoKOWMHO-ACHasA 6e3MO0/IBHOCTb Cynpyra Kasanacb el CTPaHHO KpacHopeuymBoW. [1a3a ero cusaau, rybol
yAnblbanuch, Kak y pebeHKa, KOTOPOMYy CHUTCA TO/IbKO YTO NoJapeHHan eMy Kykna.

To, yTo NpMHECNO B €ro Aywy MUP W CNOKOWCTBME W Pas3nMA0 MO €ro MUy UBETYLee HHOLecKoe
BblpaXKeHMe [A0BO/IbCTBA, MOIN0 ObiTb TONBKO CYacTbe, — Ta BABWJ/IOHCKAA pPO3a, KOTOPYH TLLETHO WLLYT
MWZINOHbI IIOAEN...

beaHasa OKtasuA HEBpraBMMOVI ropeybro CO3HaBana, 4YTO el HeT mecTa B ero 4yBCTBaX, YTO BaBWU/IOHCKaA
PO3a B €ro pykax sHa4yunna anAa Hee Be4HOeE rope n otpeyeHme ot BCAKOM PafocCcTu.

«B TBOM pyKM npeparo A MO XU3Hb, Bcebnarmii lOnuTep!» — HecnbIWHO NpowenTana OHa, 10MasA PyKu 1
B34bIXas, CIOBHO pa3buBanocb ee cepaue, HO TaK Ke TUXO, Kak MOMOAOW cnapTaHel, KOTOpOMYy AUCULA noj,
04ea0M paspbiBana BHYTPEHHOCTU. biasxkeHHO yablbaBLINCA 3Be34HOMN anpenbckoi Houn, Knasauiti HepoH He
OONXKEH bbln A0oraabiBaThbCcA O ee He@3MepPHOM HecUacTbe.
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Fnasa Xl

Mpowno wectb Heaenb.

B rycton 3eneHun becegkn ogHOM M3 NpenecTHenWwnx BUAN NO Ty CTOPOHY [lpy30BOi apKMu, Ha YCTNAHHOM
KOBPaMM MPaMOpPHOM CKambe cuzena AKT3 U C HETEPNENMBLIM OXMAAHMEM MOCMATPMBANA HA TEHb COMIHEYHbIX
YacoB. Yac yXK1Ha yKe MUHOBa.

CerogHA HepoH Yy)KMHAA y HadanbHMKa ¢noTa AHMUETa M B KayecTBe roctd, a He amdpuTpuoHa, mor
yAanuTbCcA, Koraa B3gymaeTca. Ero Bnekno nockopee yBuaeTbCa € TOM, KOTOPYHO OH ntobun 6onblue 6aecka csoero
npectosa M BCe MyApoOCTU roCyAapCTBEHHOro COBeTHWKa. Mosogoi nmnepatop BNoJHe NpeaocTaBun Tenepb
ynpaBieHve wumnepueint ArpunnmHe c ee NPUBAUMKEHHbIMM; OH AONYyCKaa CBOW MaTb M Aaxe OKTaButo
BMELWNBATbCA B Takue Jena, KOTopble [0 CUX NOp BCerda pewannucb TOMbKO NO JIMYHOMY YCMOTPEHUIo
nmnepaTopa. Toct Pnasua CueBMHa, NO-BUAMMOMY, OcTasnca 6e3 BCAKMX NOCNeACTBUNA.

HepoH yTBep»Kaan BCe, YTO NPEACTaBAN Ha ero PacCMOTPeHne AOCTOMHbIA CeHeka, 4acTo AeicTBOBaBLINA
noA BavaHuem TurennunHa. Mo coBeTy x 060MX OH yABOW/ *Ka/IOBaHbE NPETopUaHLaM 3a AeKabpb, B KOTOPbIM OH
poaunca, Nnpuyem BO BCex YeTblpHaAUATX KOropTax NpoLlen Cayx, YTo 3Ta NoAMTUYECKU-3HaMeHaTeNbHas uaes
poAunack B ro0Be arpureHTLa.

MmnepaTop NpUCYTCTBOBAN TaK)Ke MOBCloAY, rae 3Toro Tpebosan NpMAaBOpPHbLINA LLepeMoHMan uan cobpaHus
ceHara.

Ho Bce 3TO OH Aenan KaKk 4yenosek, € pa,D,OCTHOVI NMOKOPHOCTbIO MCI'IOIIHFII-OLLI,MVI CBOO eXegHeBHYH
06a3aHHOCTD, Aymasa anb O CHacCTbe, OXXUaatolem ero B 4achbl CBO6OLI,bI.

Mbicnb 06 AKT3 He NOKMAANA ero C paHHEero yTpa A0 No3gHen HoUM.

Becb MMp COCTaBAAN LB PAMKY A/ OAHOro AparoueHHoro obpasa, B TallHe XPaHMMOrO MM B HECKO/IbKMX
COTHSIX LUAroB OT WYMHOW ANNMaHCKon Aoporu.

HuKTOo He 3Han o6 3aTom, Kpome TurennmHa, KOTOPOMy NPEUCNONIHEHHbIA cyacTbsas HepoH npusHanca BO
Bcem. OH NpoCTO 3a4biXxancsa oT U3bbITKA 6/1aXKeHCTBa, a TUreN/IMH NOKAANCA AYXOM CBOEM NMOKOMHOM MaTepu He
BblAaBaTb €ro TanHy.

AKT3, NOCTYKMBAA OAHa O APYryl0 HOMKKaMW B KPACHbIX CaHAANMAX, NOAKMOANA CcBOEro Kymupa. OH mor
ABUTBCA KaXKAY0 MUHYTY. YIOTHAaa MpPaMoOpHas CKambsA Cpeau PO30BbIX KyCTOB Oblaia ero NlobMmbIM MECTOM, U
NMO3TOMY OHa }Jana ero UMeHHO 34€ecCb.

TeHb Ha COJIHEYHbIX Yacax CTaHOBMAACb BCe AJ/IMHHee. YBepeHHan, UTo OH npuaeT, AKT3 Hayana gymaTb O
cBoei cyabbe, KOTOPYHO OHa HaxoAuna 3aBuaHellen 3 Korga-nnmbo BbinagasLMX Ha 400 CMEPTHOM.

LWecTb npolweAlunx Heaenb 66111 OAHUM 04apPOBaTe/IbHO-CNAaAKMM CHOM.

O MUHyBIUEM OHa He BCMOMWHAMNA; UHOTAA TO/bKO Me/bKana y Hee MbIC/Ib O TOPbKUX AHAX Pa3NyKu, HO
cepAue ee Npu 3TOM elle CUAbHee NepenosiHANOCh CO3HAaHNEM CYACTbS.

CoBecTb ee TaKkKe monyana.

OHa 3Hana, YTO Bepylowei Ha3apaHKe rPelHo NobUTb YeloBeKa, MMEIOLLEro YKeHy; OHa CO3HaBana 3To
YMOM, HO He cepauem U He YyBCTBOM, W YK, KOHEYHO, He B Te MrHOBEHMA, KOrda gymana O TOM, KOro Tak
becnpeaenbHo nobuna.

OaHoro B3rnAga ero 4apylowux rnas 6bi10 A0CTaTOYHO, YTO6bl 3arAywWUTb B HeM MNOCAeAHIo UCKPY
CcamMoobBUHEHUA.
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Pa3Be oHa He caenana Bce, yTobbI N36€EXKaTb MNmepaTopa?

Passe oHa He pelumnacb yganutbca B Cuumnuio, rae Hukorga 6onblle He pgoctur 6bl ee Aayd
HENpPeoAo/IMMOro o4apoBaHmMA nmnepaTtopa’?

OHa xoTena B NocnesHWlM pas B3r/sAHYTb Ha ero NPEKpPacHoe ML, C NepPBO MUHYTLI 3arneyaT/eBlUeecs B ee
Aywe, 1 TONbKO CyYyai uau npegonpeaeneHme cyabbbl NPeBpaTUAM 3TOT Yac PasNyKu B HEPA3PbIBHbIN, BEUYHbIN
coto3.

[a, BeyHbIi!

Takaa noboBb He npoxogauT, Oo4Ha J/iMlWb CMEPTb MOXET HACWU/IbHO Pa3beAUHUTb TO, YTO HE B1ACTHbI
pa3opBaTb HUKAaKne 3eMHble CUNbI.

M pa3Be OHa OTHs/1a €ro y X0104HOM ¥eHbl? PasBe OH He C CaMoro Havasia BCel AyLon NpuHagnexan e,
HU3KOPOXKAEeHHOM? Pa3se OKTaBMA KOraa-HMbyab NOHMManNa ero Tak, Kak oHa?

B nocneanHve e ABe HeAeAn MOJI04AA MMMepaTpuua Hayana BblKasbiBaTb HEOObIYAWMHY PEe3KOCTb M
OTHOCUTbCA BpaKaebHo K cBoemy cynpyry. Moa npeanorom 6eCCOHHMUbI M YacTbiX NPMNAAKOB ro0BHOW 601U
OHa JaXke nepecennnach B NOKOMU, COBEPLUEHHO YAaNeHHble OT MOKOeB MMNepaTopa.

[a, bnepHan, 6eccepaeyHas OkTaBuAa pasgensna ¢ HepoHOM TPOH M HapyKHble NOYECTU MMMEPATOPCKOro
CaHa; OHa NOKa3sblBa/slacb PSAOM CO CBOMM CYynpyrom Bciody, rae Toro Tpebosanu obbluali UAM HEOHXOAMMOCTb,
HO KpOMe 3TOro, MexKay Hell U 60oXKecTBEHHbIM Lie3apemM He bbi1o HM4Yero obLero, PO3HO HMUYEro...

AKT3 He 3Hana Toro, YTo nepeskuna 3a 31o Bpems OKTaBuA, MHaYe oHa He Aep3Hyia 6bl Ha3biBaTb MOJIOAYHO
umnepaTpuuy beccepaeyHomn 1 XxonoaHON.

Kak pa3 aBe Heaenn Tomy Hasag TuUrenamH TaikHoO ucnpocun y OKTaBUKM ayaueHuuto, nog npeanorom
BECbMa Ba*KHbIX rOCYAAPCTBEHHbIX AN M, NONPOCMB MMMepaTpULy YA4AMTb U3 KOMHATbl OTNyLEeHHULY PaboHuio
M ABYX pPabblHb, 06paTUACA K HEM C CAEPKAHHOM NOYTUTENIbHOCTLIO.

— lNoBenutenbHUUa, — CKasan OH, — AONT MO BbIHYXXa€eT MeHA COO6LLI,MTb Tebe HeuTo YXaCHO€, U B TO XKe
BpemAa, K COXa/leHUto, A He MOory caenatb NOSHOro nNpusHaHwuA, 6yp,qu CBA3aH KNATBEHHbIM O6eLLI,aHVIF_'M He
Bbl4aBaTb UMEHU BUHOBHOMN.

— B uem geno? — cnpocuna OKTasuA.

— [Jeno Becbma O6blKHOB€HHO€, HO OHO 6onbluoe rope gnAa rnosenutenbHuubl Puma n HeBbipasnmoe
Hec4acCTbe AnAa Hee.

— Tbl B3BO/IHOBaH. Mnu s HecnpaBeAanBO cyauna o Tebe?

— HecnpaBegnnBo, rnyboko HecnpaBea/MBO, NOBENWUTE/NbHULA, KaK 3TO AeflaloT U MHOorvMe Apyrue,
3HaloLME He HACTOALLEro, UCKPEHHEero, YecTHoro TUrennunHa, a ToIbKO Ty CBETCKYIO MacKy, KOTopas HOCUT moe
numaA. NMOKNAHMCD, NOBENUTENbHMLA, YTO Tbl COXPaHULIb BCe B TaliHe!

— KnaHycob.

— TaK 3Hal, 4To TBOW Cynpyr AtobuT Apyrylo, MoNoaoe, NpeKkpacHoe, 06BOPOXKUTENBbHOE CO3AaHNE, HO He
cTosiLee OAHOM NPsAM TBOMUX YyAHbIX Bosoc. JTloboBb ero Ha BeKM noTepsHa ana TebA: oHa o4apoBana ero, Kak
Unpues cnyTHMKOB cTpaganbua Oauccen. Tol nopaxeHa? Tbl waTaewbca? Ob6oapucb 1 gosepbca MmHe. CMOTpH,
BOT CepALe, C PafoCTbio FOTOBOE NPUHATbL CMePTb paan Tebs, moero 6oxecTsa.

MouTn 6e3 4yBCTB OHa ynana B ero 06vbATUA. ONbAHEHHbIN TUrennnH ¢ 6e3yMHOM CTPACTbIO NPUXKaa ee K
rpyau.

OHa OTTO/IKHYNa ero.
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— MNpe3peHHbIi! — npousHecna oHa gporKawmmmn yctamu. — Ecam 6bl OH 6bin B TbiCAYY pa3 NoOpoYHee U
BEPOJIOMHEE, YeM Tbl NPeACTaBseLlb ero, TO BCe-Taku A OCTaHYCb BepHa emy A0 rpoba. Ha Koro npocTep Tbl CBOIO
Aep3ocTb? OfHOM TBOEN KPOBbH MOXKHO CMbITb TaKOW M0O30p, HO A He xo4y KpoBu. Cam cnpaseanusbiii KOnutep
nokapaert Tebs.

— MNoBenntenbHMUa... — NpobopmoTan TUrennmH.
— OcTaBb meHs!
— TaK MHe He Ha YTO Ha4EeATbCA, AAXKe eCNu A fOKaXKy, Kak beccTblgHO 06maHbiBaeT Teba HepoH?

— Ecav Tbl He yﬁ,ﬂ,eLle ,CI,OGpOBOﬂbHO, A NO30BY Ha NOMOLWb, — Npoun3Hecna OkTasus, BbIMNPAMNAACb BO BCEM
BE/INYMN CBOEN MOI'IOAOl\;I KpacoTbl. — YTO 3a KeHLWMHbl XUNN 34ecCb Npexae, eciu TaKOW YenoBeK, KaK Tbl,
ocmenunBaeTcAa...

— Al nay, OKTasmsA, — npolwunen arpureHTel, nobiegHes Kak nonotHo. — fA nay! [lo cengaHbs!
06 3ToM neyanbHOM cnyyae AKTS He Moria 3HaTb.

Ona Hee OKrtaBuA 6blna HecyacTHas, He M36paHHaAa Borom Ans MOHMMaHMA M CYacTbA MMNepaTopa,
KaxkaasLuero nob6su.

YTo BbINaso Ha 00 ei, HU3KOPOXKAEHHOM, OHa CYMTAIa He3aC/ly»KeHHOM muiocTbio Heba. Mpu mbicam o
ee 6e3rpaHMYHOM CUACTbe, Y Hee KPY»KMUiacb ron0Ba M Ha rnasax BbiCTynanau cnesbl.

— MunocepaHbiit boxke! — wentana oHa. — lNpocT mHe moe cyacTbe! A ecin Tbl He MOXKelb, TO OCyAm
MeHA B byaylien XKM3HU MCKyNnaTb KaxKablh AeHb TernepelwHero 6aa)KeHcTBa Le/ibiM BEKOM CTPaLIHENLWMX MYK,
MoKa HaKOHeL, A CHOBa, CHOBA COeAMHIOCb C HUM! U A Byay HeycTaHHO HawenTbiBaTb emy, 4YTo Tbl CXOAMUA HA
3em/1t0 B 06pase CMMPEHHOIO CMEPTHOro, YTobbl M36aBUTb HAac OT BpeMeHM Halumx rpexos! A cnacy ero aywy...
yBbl, U3 cebantobua: Kakylo LeHy MMeeT 4NA MeHA pait co BceM ero H6naxkeHctBom 6e3 Toro, Koro A Abato
6onbLe Bcero B mupe!

Ha ee nuue MeJIbKHY/1a CBET/aA ynb|6+<a. En novyygnnocb, 4Tto XpMCTMaHCKMVI bor ycnblwan ee: Takoe
HebecHOe CNOKOMCTBME U MUP HAMNOZTHUAN ee cepaue.

OHa Bckouuna. B nepuctune pasganvcb warn daoHa, BepHOro, npegaHHoro paba, kotopomy Knasauii
HepoH nopyunn 3aBefoBaTb ManeHbKOW BUION.

AKT3 3Hana, YTo O3HayanuM 3TM warn. C BepxHel ranepen PaoH yBUAAN 3HAKOMblE HOCW/KK, rae 3a
LUIE/IKOBbIMM 3aHABECAMM CKPbIBAJICA MPEKPACHbIA LAPCTBEHHbIN HOHOLWA. YeTBEPO HOCUMAbLLMKOB-/Y3UTAHLEB B
cepbIX, MPOCTbIX OAeXAaX OT/INYANUCL CBOEA MONYANIMBOCTBbIO, MU HUKTO He obpallan BHMMaHMUA, KOr4a OHMU
NPOXOANIN Yepe3 OCTUYM B HAaNOMOBUHY KpbITbll ABOP. AKT3 NpoLLia Yepes NepucTnab 40 KOPUAOPa, U C CUIbHO
ObOLMMCA CepPALEM CMOTPENa, Kak ee BO3/0ONEHHbIM B LBETAaCTON TYHUKE, MEPEKUHYB Ha pyKy benyto Tory,
BbIlEN M3 HOCWAOK U HanpaBW/ACA MPAMO K POCKOLIHOMY MOKO, rae MATUCBEYHbIW KaHAaenabp yxe o3apan
MATKMM CBETOM BE/IMKONENHbIE 060U U ApPAroLeHHY0 Mebenb.

Kpacka 3annna amyo AKTa.

[a, BocxutuTenbHo becegosatb Tam, nogd aybamu, cpeau AYWUCTbIX PO3 M MOBTOPATb YBEPEHUA B
HEensamepumom, 6eCKOHeYHOoM, B3aMMHOM 1t06BMU.

Ho 3pecb, B 3TOM TUXOM, yeAMHEHHOM MOKoe Obl0 elle nydylle, 34ecb He HY)XHO Obl1o onacaTbcA
N0BOMNbITHBIX MN1a3 UK YWen KaKkon-HMbyab HECKPOMHOM CAYXKaHKMK; B 3TOM YrO/IKe OHW Dbl BNOJHE OTAENEHbI
OT OCTa/IbHOro MMpa.

ManeHbKasa KoBaHaA ABEepb 3aTBOpUIACb 3a HUMMW. Ha crtone us 6necmu.|,ero JIMMOHHOIo aepesa, noj
3a4EPHYTbIM Nerkor 3aHaBeCcbld OKHOM CTOAMM cepe6pﬂHb|171 KyYBWWH C rpe4yeckMm BUHOM U ABe Yalln CO
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3meeobpasHbiMU HOXKKamu. Mepen 06uUTON po30BO maTepueit copoit CTOAN CTONMK C AYLWUCTbIMU NA0AAMU U
NAOCKUM B611040M, HaMOJIHEHHbBIM CYXMM JIMMOHHbIM MevyeHbem. HepoH ycaann AKT3 paaom ¢ coboit u cTpacTHO
0bHAN ee.

— HakoHeu, HaKkoHeL, A onATb C Tobon! — npowenTtan OH, uenya ee CTbl4IMBO oOnyuweHHoe nuo u“
POCKOLUHbIE BOZIOCbI, BOJIHOM cberaBLuMe Mo ee nae4yam.

O6HsAB ero 3a We, OHA HEXHO FNaguna ero ryctole Kyapu u BApyr B nopbise 6YpHOW CTPACcTM NPUHMKAA K
ero rpygu.

3T nopbiBbl YyBCTBa BOAbLIE BCEro HPAaBUANCL HEPOHY; OT CKPOMHOM, NOYTU 6OA3INBOI 3aCTEHUYUBOCTU U
CcAeprKaHHOCTU, AKT3 BHE3aMNHO Nepexoaun/ia K NposBAeHMI0 CaMoi ropadei, npeaaHHon, besmepHOM cTpacTu.

— Tbl Nt06ULLIL MEHA? — NOBTOPAN MMMNEPATOP CBON BEYHbIN BONPOC. — Tbl BCMOMMHA/Na 060 MHe?

— A gymana o Tebe Kaxayto CEKyHAY, — 3aMMpan OT c4acTbA, oTBeYana AKT3. — A Tbl? Tbl MEHA BCMOMUHAnN
Tam, cpeaun Bcel 3TOM 3HaTU, rAe CTONIbKO NPEKPaACHbIX KEHLWMH 1 AeBYLEK, FAe Tbl OKPYKEH BCEMM MOYECTAMMU U
rae nosctoay anA Tebs paccraBsieHbl BCEBO3MOXKHbIE CETU?

— BboxkectBeHHan AKT3, Tbl NpeyBennymBaellb. lNoBepb MHe, ecin Hbl KpacoTa BCeX KEHLWMH oT TaHauca o
H6eperos okeaHa BONA0TMUAACb B O4HOM 060NbCTUTENBHOM CYLLECTBE, i U TO He B3rNAHYA Obl Ha Hero, 1 cKasan oObl
boxkecTBeHHOW AdpoauTe: BCe TBOM COBEPLUEHCTBA — HUYTOMKECTBO B CpaBHEHUMU C AKT3, moei 6enokypoi
Kpacasuuen, 6osbline ra3a KOTOPoWn Tak r1yboKo 3arnsapiBaloT MHE B Aylly W FOBOPSAT: 34eCb TBOSA POAMNHA,
uesapb!

— [Oa, TaKk 5 aymato! A nobnto Tebs Bcelt Aywoin, yyaHbli, goporoi yenosek! fl TBOA, M OCTAHYCb TBOEWN, XOTA
6bl MHE MPULL/IOCh 3aN1aTUTb 3@ 3TO BEYHOM rnbesnbio!

M oHa 3aKpblna rnasa, Kak 6bl ocnenneHHas HeseMHbIM 6ieckom ee 6orotsopumoro Knasama HepoHa.

Kak oHa ntobuna ero! Takol nto6Bn eMy He HalTV BO BCel MMMepuun, Zyman HepoH, BOCTOPXKEHHO raga Ha
Hee.

Bapyr Anuo ero ctano nevanbHo. Passe He HecyacTbe, YTO emy MPUXOAUTCA NPATaTb 3TO COKPOBULLE, KaK
6yaTo N1060Bb AKT3 YTO-HMOYAb AYyPHOE UM No3opHoe? Ecau B 1l0aaxX elle Xula CoOBecTb, 0a40bpatowas aobpble
Aena v nopuualoLwas AypHble, TO OH MOr BbiTb COBEPLLEHHO CMOKOEH: ero cosecTb Hblaa BnosiHe yncTta; 6orm He
MOrM Bbl NOXKenaTb HMYero Ayyiiero n 6onee cnpaseaivMBoro, Yem coos 3TUX ABYX N0bALLMX cepael,.

OH Hayan gymatb 06 OKTaBWM, UCMbITbIBAsA cebA, HE OT30BETCA JIM B HEM BHYTPEHHUIM roN0C B 3aLLUTY €ro
HECYACTHOM YKeHbl.

Ho cepaue ero monyano.

AKT3 6blna ero naeanom U ero »Ku3Hblo, U, N10bA ee, OH BuAen nepesd coboit TONbKO O0AHY 06A3aHHOCTb:
ObITb CHACT/IMBbLIM C HEl U AesiaTb ee CYaCT/INBOM.

— AKT3, — CKasan OH, nrpaa ee 3010TUCTbiMM BON1IOCaMU, — AKT3, moa 3Be3ga, MoA BO3I'I}O6I'IeHHaﬂ,
cYyacTnBa u Tbl?

— beckoHeyHo cyacTamBal

— Het i y Te6s KaKoro-HMbyab TalHOro, HEBbICKA3aHHOIO KelaHuA?
— Her...

— AKT3, A BUXY, Tbl KpacHeelwb. CKaXKM mHe npasay!

—_ Hy, A nogymana, Kak 6b110 6bl 4yyaecHo, ecniun 6bl A1 morna MHOTr4a CONpoBOXAATb Teﬁﬂ, Hanpumep, Ha
Mapcoso none... NomHMWb 6n1aKeHHbI Yac B NanaTke mara? Ho Belb 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO...
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HepoH noanep pyKo cBOO NPeEKPACHYO FO/I0BY.
— HeBO3MOXHO? — NOBTOPMA OH. — HO KTO *Ke MOXKeT NnomellaTb MHe B 3TOM, goporas AKTa?
— TBoA maTb... OKTaBMA... CeHarT... NoYem 1A 3Hato?

— A pokay Tebe, UTo Tbl CUNbHO 3abAyKAaelwbea. 1 MMNepaTop, U MHEe NOBUHYIOTCA NPETOpPUaHLLbl U BeCb
Hapog. 3aBTpa A He Mmory... 3aBTpa A obeaato y Tpasea MNata. Ho nocnesasTpa, B YeTBEPTOM Yacy, Mbl OTNPABUMCA

BmecTe Ha Mapcogo nosne.
— O, KakK cnasHo! — W oHa 3axnonana B nagoLwu.

OOMHOYECTBO YEAMHEHHOM KW3HWM Ha BUANE BPEMeHaMMu MopAAO0YHO TATOTMIO ee, HEeCMOTPA Ha ee
ycepaHble M ycrneuwHble 3aHATUA C npeBocxogHbim PaoHom, ee rnaBHbiM pabom, npenogasaBlWIMM el
rocyAapCTBEHHYIO UCTOPUIO M ECTECTBEHHbIE HaYKW.

— Tenepb A BUXKY, YTO Tbl HA MHOTO€ rOTOB Paau MeHsi, — C BOCTOPromM npoAosixKana oHa. — Ho A He xouy
3710ynoTpebnaTb TBOEN A06poTOi. OCTOPOMKHOCTb €CTb MaTb MYAPOCTU. HaCKONbKO OT MeHs 3aBUCUT, MeHs He
Y3HaeT HUKTO M3 HEeCHOCHbIX 3eBaK, Be4HO berylumx K Tebe co Bcex CTOPOH. f1 3aKpotoch Byasibio.

— [lenai Kak xo4yeuwb! A Tenepb 3abyaemcsa elle Ha HECKOJIbKO MUHYT B c/lafkol beceae! YBbI, Yacbl MOEro

6.1aKeHCTBa 1eTAT ¢ HbICTPOTOM BOCbMUKpbINOro Nepmecal
— HepoH, moit rocnoguH u mow 6or!

— AKT3! AKT3l..
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Fnasa XIlI

B camom pagy*KHOM HacTpOEHUM HanpaBAsiACa MMNepaTop ABa AHA CMYCTA K [EBYLUKE, HeTepneinso
oXKugasLuen ero.

Co/HUE CTOSNO elle BbICOKO, HO MPOX/JagHbli BETEPOK, C PaHHEro yTpa AyBWWIA OT TUPPEHCKOro mops,
OCBEXKa, LWeNecTa 3e/1eHb0 BbICOKMX KMMAaPMCOB M PasHOCU/ NO BCEMY CaAy apomaT NyprypoBbIX po3.

PocKoLIHblE HOCW/IKM C BOCEMbIO HOCU/IbLLMKAMU-TY3UTAHLLAMW B MOMYLIENKOBbIX GUONETOBbLIX OAEMHKAAX,
BMecTe ¢ 6s1ecTtalle pasogeTbiMu pabamu, 6bliv NogapKom nmnepaTopa ero 6e3rpaHnYHO N0BNMON AKT3.

OH ckasan el 06 3TOM, KOrga OHU BMeCTeE YyCeNUCb Ha MATKUX MNMoAywKax U 3a4epHynn d)VIOﬂeTOBbIe
3aHaBeCUu TaK NJI0OTHO, 4YTO 6e3 ocoboro YCUANA HUKTO HE MOT 3alrnAHYTb B HOCUNTKA.

OHa nobnarogapuna ero ropsynMm nouenyem, HO TaK, YTO OH MOHAM, HAaCKONbKO HUUTOXEH ero
AparoLeHHbI gap B CPaBHEHMM CO cHacTbeM BbITb C HUM M 06134aTb ero NtoboBblo.

B,u,pyr BCA NOKPACHEB, OHa Npunanaa K ero rpygaun, nornaguaa ero no weke 1 Bnoaros1ocCa CKkasana:

— Mol Tenepb TOYHO HACTOALLME MY WU XKeHa, npasble nepes borom un 3akoHom! O, HepoH, 370 6b1710 Bbl
60KecTBEeHHO... fl, pagom ¢ Tob6ON, Ha pUMCKUX yanuax! Y meHAa KpPyXUTCA rosioBa Npu OAHOM 3TOM MbICAWN.
M03B0/Ib MHE eLle HEMHOXKO OTAEepPHYTb 3aHaBec! Moe NOKpbIBaao Tak NNOTHO, YTO MEHA Henb3sA y3HaTb!

— Kak »Xenaewb, — oTBeEYan nmmnepartop. — TsoW ronoc Ana meHAa — ronoc Cy,Cl,b6bI.

— TaK Nyyle BUAEH UBETYLWMNIA PUM, 1 YyaHble ABOPLUbI, U FpaXKaaHe B APKUX Torax... BOT noytn nepes Hamu
BbeTcA ABEHTUHCKUIA XONM C Xpamom [lnaHbl, a Aasblue, nesee, AJIMHHbIA AHMKyAyc. Kak KpacuBO rpaHu4yaT co
CBETOM TeMHO-cMHMe TeHu! CKaxKu, mbl npoigem no ¢opymy? MHe xoTenocb 6bl MOCMOTPETb Ha TBOe
LapCTBEHHOE }KuUauLle n Boobpasntb cebe, YTo 1 A UMeto NPaBo NepecTynuTb 3a nopor ManaTuHymal!

— Tbl MMeelb 3TO NpaBo, AKT3!
OHa 3aKpblna eMy poT pyKoii.

— He rosopu! JoBO/IbHO TOTO, YTO A BbITECHWAA HecyacTHYo OKTasumio U3 Teoero cepaua! 3toro 6osee, yem
[0BONbHO! Ho A nyywe ympy, Yem cornawycb Ha... Het, lManaTMHym — Xpam HEBUHHbIX, U A CKOpee roToBa
NPUHATL }KecTo4Yalwyo cmepTb Y Hor OKTaBUK, YEM OKa3aTbCA Yrpo30i AN Hee B ee COBCTBEHHOM AOMe.

— He rosopu Tak 6e3paccyaHo! A ecnm 6bl OHa cama BO3biMela HaMepeHMe OTKa3aTbCA OT 3TOrO CBATU/IMILA
W YAANUTbCA, OCTaBUB MEHS OJHOMO CPen 3TOM KecapCKon MNbIlHOCTU?

— OHa He cgenaet aTtoro! Ho mbl cBopaunBaem... 1o Via Sacra... A Tam, oceHAeMbI Xxpamom [MOCKypOB,
NoAHMMAETCA K Heby BenMYaBbIi ABOpEL, MMMNEepPaTopoB, ABOPEL, MOero cTpacTHo atobumoro HepoHal!

BAopyr OHa OTKMHYNnacb Ha3sag,

— O, KaKana gocaga!

— Y10 C TO6OI? — Ccnpocun umneparop.

— 370 6b1n Nannac, AOBEPEHHbIV MMNepaTpULbI-MaTepy. OH NPOLIEN MUMO CaMbIX HOCUIOK U Y3HAN MEHA.
— Ho Tbl 3aKyTaHa, Kak ermneTckas BoawebHUUa.

— He coBcem Tak, a y Mannaca 3opKue rnasa. fl tebe pacckasana yxe...

— [la, Tbl paccKasa/sia MHe, YTO U OH NOAHAN B30P Ha HebecHyo AKT3. Kak HecyacTimB AoskeH bbiTb oH! A
COXKanew 0 HeM OT BCEro cepAaLa.
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— Bce paBHO, OH y3Han meHs, U 1 6010Cb...
— Yero e, moa pobKkana naHb?

— Y70 OH NnoBpeauT HaMm...

— PasBe a He umnepaTop?

— KoHeuHo... HO MMeHHO Kak Mmnepatop Tbl MMeellb Yy)Ke A0BOJIbHO BPAroB, U A CYMTAID M3AULLIHUM
€034aBaTb HOBbIX HeAobpoXKenaTenen cpeam YacTHbIX N, — B OCODEHHOCTM Ke M3 TAaKWX, KaK 3TOT YrpioMblii,
MpayHbIn Mannac.

— Tbl HecnpaBegMBa K Hemy. K ToMmy e ec/in OH U y3Han TebA, TO NoYemy OH 3HAET, KTO TBOW CMYTHUK?
Byab yBepeHa, YTo ero MoAo3peHUs O Moel NbBM K OTnyweHHuue HukogmMma 6biin Anlb MUMONETHLIM
npeanonoxeHmem. OH ULLET CBOEro COMepHUKa B Apyrom mecte. KnaBguin HepoH, KOHeYHO, cymeeT nomellatb
eMy KOCHYTbCA [a*Ke BOIOCKA Ha TBOEM 30/10TUCTOM roJI0BKe.

— Tbl npaB, — npowenTtana AKTa. — Benukuit Boxe, Kak 3aecb uvygecHo! Bce Mapcosoe none
npeBpaTMAaCch B OAWH LBeTywWwmin cag! Tam nnaTaHbl M Aybbl, 34eCb OTHEHHbIE UBETHI CPeAU /yXKaek.

— Bugumuwb Tbl rpomagHble «K. H.LL.» nepes KonoHHamuM MpamMopHOM ranepen?

— 3710 3HaunT «Knasamin HepoH Llesapb», — ¢ BOCTOProm BcKpuyana AKT3. — Bcs pockouwb 1 Becb 61eck
MMPA KaxKyTCA MHE CYLLEeCTBYIOLMMM TONIbKO AN1A TOro, YTobbl YecTBOBaTb TebA, MON e AUHCTBEHHO Nt0OUMbIIA!

— A nocpeau 3Toi POCKOLWM Tbl BCE-TAKWU €AMHCTBEHHASA KeMUYKMHA, 4al0Was MHE UCTUHHOE CYacTbe.
— MNpaBAa M 3T0? — NYKaBO B3rNAHYB Ha HEro, TMXO CIPOCKAa OHa.

— Takan Xe npasAa, Kak To, YTO MaliCKoe COJ/IHLE cusieT Tenepb Haj, HallMMK roN10BaMK, a BeYHasa BecHa
uBeTeT B Halmx cepauax! AKTs, AKT3, A He MOTy BbipasuTb CNOBaMM, KaK i Hey3HaBaeMO M3MeHU/CcA ¢ Tex nop,
KaK Tbl Nt06ULIb MeHs! Tenepb A NOHMMaO NPMPOAY N camoro cebs; Be4Hoe KenaHue, HanonHawWwee Mmup, Ans
MeHA He 3arafka bonblie. U a ybexaeH, UTO 3TO KenaHue — Kaxga M CTpeMIeHMe K CYyacTblo — ecCTb
€MHCTBEHHOE N/I0AOHOCHOE 3ePHO Hallel XU3HU. MnsHb — NoboBb; KU3Hb — KenaHue. M passe Yemy MHOMY
yunTe Bbl, HazapsaHe, NepeHOoCALINE 3TO KelaHMe AaxKe 3a NOPOr CMepTH, rae Bbl HageeTecb HaNTU BEYHYIO XU3Hb
M BEYHOe cyacTbe?

AKT3 cnaywana ¢ HeBpra3MMOVI I'I}O6OBbIO, npunae K ero naevy 3aKyTaHHO[;1 B NMOKpPbIBa1O ro/10BKOW.

— BOT nanaTka ernnTAHWHA, — Y¥Ke APYrMuM TOHOM 3aroBopwa HepoH. — CKOJlb TAXKKO BOCMOMMHAHWE O
TOM, KaK 4ep3K0o pacnopaamnacs TBOMM CYacTbeM NyKaBblit Hukogmum! BosmytutenosHo! Myapsbiit  cnpaBeaivebli
yesioBeK yMyCcTUN M3 BMAY AUWb TO, YTO UYMCTOE CEepALe AEBYLIKM He NPOAaKHblA TOBap, a COKPOBMULLE,
OTZ,aBaeMoe el Camoi No cBo60AHOMY B/IEYEHMUIO...

— Het, He no cBobogHOMY BfeYeHWIO, @ MOL APMOM HenpeknAoHHoW abeu. O, A nobuna Teba ao
6e3ymus... Ecnim 6bl Torga Tbl B3A1 MeHSA 3a PyKy, A c/ieno nowna bbl 3a TO60M Ha Kpait ceeTa...

— [a, A ynyctun ciayyan... — OropyeHHO 3ameTun HepoH, HO TyT ke Beceno npubasun: — besymel s!
Obnagas Bcem, A ewe NycKatocb B ceToBaHusa! Bygem Hacnaxpgatbca Hactoawmm, AkTa! lNeyanbHble mbicau
6e3ymMHbI NpU B3anMHoM ntobsu. [la, BOT NanaTka ermnTAHUHA, HO Tenepb A CMeCb Haf Heli! PasBe s He B Thicauy
pas cyacTimBee, YemM Oblis1 MPOLLJION OCeHbIO? Pa3Be Tenepb A He 3HAK TOro, YTO Tbl /IOOULLL MEHS, O Yem Torga
He nogo3pesan?

— MHe HpaBuTca, Koraa Tbl Takoi! CMOTpU, Kakol 6aeck n cuaHue cpean annen! Mosciogy A BUKY MOEro
BO3/1t06/1€HHOrO, B Mpamope, bpoH3e, cepebpe, 30/10Te — M NOBCIOAY OH OAUH U TOT Ke, AOCTOMHbIN 060XKaHUA
lepo. Y TebAa npenecTtHenwnin poT, Kakol A Korga-nmbo suaena. YygHole rybbl, co3gaHHble AnA nouenyes, aas
neceH 1 KpacHopeumns. HepoH, A ¢ yma coiay oT caMOMHEHUA 1 ropaocTh. Bo Bcem o6MTaemom mMupe 3By4uT TBOE
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60’KeCTBEHHO-CNaAKoe UMSA... — HepoH! — wenyeT fiysauTaHel, M NOYTUTE/IbHO NPEKIOHAET KOJIEHU Nnepes, TBOUM
n3obparkeHmem. — HepoH, — pasgaetca B A3um u B Appuke. — HepoH, — cabiwumntca B Manamm u no Ty CTOPOHY
rpaHuLbl, Y repMmaHLes...

— KoTopble, 04HAKO, HU B KAKOM CyYae He NPEKNOHATCA Nepes CTaTyamu numnepatopa!
— Het? MNoyemy HeT?
— MoTomy YTO OHM CBOOOAHbIM HAPOA M HE NOCLINAIOT CBOU BOWMCKA C/IeA0M 33 PUMCKUMU OpAamu.

— Ho Tbl eule HegaBHO MOKasblBail MHE M3 BEPXHEN KOMHaTbl Hallel BW/Jbl XaTTCKOro BENbMOXY B
PUMCKOM BOOPYKEHUMN?

— 370 6bI1 130, CbIH XaTTCKOroO BOXAA Jlonnapua. FNM30 CAYKUT Yy Hac, YTOBbI HAYYUTbCA PUMCKOMY A3bIKY U
BOEHHOMY UCKYCCTBY, BNOCAEACTBUM NPUMEHMB CBOM NO3HaHMA y cebAa Ha poaunHe.

— Tbl NO3BOINA €My 3TO?

— MNouyemy HeT? Ecnum 6bl A 3anpeTna, TO He 6bl10 Obl 3TO MOXOXKE Ha TO, YTO PUMCKas Mmnepua boutca
CBOMX coceael repmaHueB?

— Tbl NpaB, A He nogymana o6 sTom.

— K Tomy Xe 3TOT MoN0A0M XaTT yKe LWeApo Bo3Harpaama Hac 3a TO, YemM Mbl eMy BblI NoNe3Hbl, OKa3aBs
Ham Bosblime ycnyrm B 6opbbe ¢ BoccTaBWMMM NapdsHaMM Ha BOCTOKE U elle ABYMS CEBEPHbIMU CapMATCKUMU
naemeHamm, He NPOABASABLUMMMU HU MaNENLLEro YBaXKeHNA K PUMCKOMY BEJIUUUIO.

— Kak cyactnumBa 6bis1a 6bi 51, ecnm 661 Morna pasgenatb ¢ Toboli Bce TBou Aenal — B3A0XHyNa AKTa.

— Pa3Be Tbl He MpMMeYaelllb, YTO A CamM NepecTan cepbesHO OTHOCMTLCA K HUM? Tbl M KpacoTa npupoabl —
BOT MO MWpP, MOe HacToswee M Byayuiee. B3rnsHM Kak BHE3amnHO 3acusana BepliMHa CTaporo xpama MuHepsbl!
CofiHUE CKNOHAETCA K 3anagy, M cama 60rMHA MyapocTu Kak bbl BbipaxkaeT MHe 0406peHne 3TUM CHONOM nydei
CBOEro paccensatow,ero Mpak ceetuaal

— [a, HacTosAwee u 6yayuiee! CeroaHsa ke BeYepOM Mbl BbiNbeM 33 MpouBeTaHue.. Ho CKasu, KTo 3Ta
POCKOLWIHAsA JKEHLWMHA B HOCW/KAX PAAOM C KpacuBOW ypoXeHKol BocToka? Hocunku 6nefsHo-KpacHble, a
HOCU/bLLMKM B TEMHO-KENTbIX oAexKaax?.. OHa NpeKkpacHa, HO NNaMeHHbIM B3rNA4 ee r1a3 nyraeT MeHs...

— Tbl HMKOTAA He cbixana o Monnee CabuHe, cynpyte OTO, Apyra mMoero AeTcTea?

— KaK e, KaK »e... Ho cmoTpu, Kak oHa rnaauT Ha Tebsa! OHa Tebs y3Hana! Ee ropaoe MUo Ha MrHoBeHUeE
WCKa3nA0Cb FTHEBOM.

— Y10 Tbl Aenaewb?

— MpuaepxunBato 3aHaBECKY, NOKa Mbl NPOAAEM...

— YT106bI BABOWMHE NPMBAEYb €€ BHUMAHNE?

— Y706bI YKPbITb TEGA OT ee gypHoro rnasa. CKaxu, HepoH, 4acTo Tbl BCTpeYaeLwbes ¢ Hen?

— OuyeHb penko, n K ToMmy e A TaK Xe HeyA3BUM, OdaxKe O/1A4 CaMbIX AYPHbIX rna3, Kak ecnn 6bl HoCUA
dMyJ/IeET Ha Wee.

— Mbl, Ha3apsiHe, He BEpPMM B UYyA0A€eMCTBEHHYIO CUY 3TUX Bellel, — Bo3pasnaa AkTa. — Ho ecnun 6bl Thbl
oTpesan npsafb MOWX BOJIOC U Bcerga Hocun 6ol ee ¢ coboi, s aymato aTo npuHecno 6ol Tebe cyacTbe.

— CerogHs e A NOXULLY 30/10TYHO I'IpFI,D,Ky! OHa 3aWUTUT MeHA, JaXKe ecan Bce BOKpPYr NnageT B pa3Ba/inHax.

— CKa¥u, KTO 3Ta YepHOBO/OCAsA, YTO CUAENA PAAOM C HEN? Y HEe TaKMKe KaKOoM-TO B3rAfAf4,... C/IOBOM, OHU
noaxoasaT Apyr K apyry!
-75-



— Tbl aymaewb? 310 Xasgpa, nogpyra Monneun CabuHbl. Mpo Hee roBopAT, 6yaTo OHa no ywu BobaeHa B
dapakca...

— B dapakca?
— Hy pa, ®apakca, HoBOMCNEYEHHOro LeHTYPUOHa rBapauu.
— ITO TOT, KOTOPbIN... HO HET, TOrAa OH BblN eLLe CoNAaTOM roPoACKON KOropTbl.

— ToT camblii, TOT CamMblii, KOTOpPbIV Ben Toraa Aptemugopa. Jllobumupsl MMmnepaTpuubl ArpUnnunHbl 6bICTPO
nayT B ropy...

— Hy, s npegocTasnsaio Xasgpy Papakcy n dapakca Xasgpe. 3Haelb v, HepoH, MHe xoTenoch 6bl, 4TO6bI
BCE Kpyrom 6binn Becenbl M cyactamebl. O, ecam 6bl A MoOrna nosesneBaTtb, He 6bin0 6bl 6OMblIe HU Frops, HU
CTpPaAaHuiA, HO 0AHa TONbKO CBETNas PafoCTb M BO3MNaChl BECEbA...

— TaK OCTaHOBM e CMepTb, BbIPbIBAIOLLYIO Y MaTepu UBeTyliee AWTA, Y OTla — MNPEeKPacHoro cbiHa!
YHUUTOXb 6e3ymHble N0ACKMe HageKabl, 6onesHn U medneHHO HacTynatLLyo cTapocTb!

3To 6bIIM nNocnegHUe cepbesHble CNoBa WUX pa3roBopa. KaK pOCKOWHO MNPOCTMpanu Hag, AOPOroi cBowu
pa3BecuUcTbie BETBM BbICOKME BA3bl, MUHUK U KneHbl! Mpu KaXaom NoBopoTe HOCUIOK OTKPbIBA/IUChL BCE HOBblE
BOCXUTUTENbHbIE BUAbI, TO HA NATMBEPLNHHYO ropy CopakTe, TO Ha BO3BbIWEHHOCTU Anbbbl MW Ha ANWHHBIN,
KMBOMUCHO pPa3opPBaHHbIN pag cabUHCKMX Xo0amoB. BawHA MeueHbl BenMYaBO BblAeNANacb Ha roaybom
HebOCKNOHe, a KPYrom, HacKo/NIbKO MOT BUAETb FNas, LBenn 6ecuymcieHHble UseTbl, BUINCh NOA3yUYMe pacTeHUA U
3e/IeHeNN CBEeXMe, ryCTble KYCTapHUKM.

ConHue ele He ycnesno CKpbITbCA 32 AHWMKY/NbCKOM BEPLUMHOWM, KAK CYACT/IMBAs YeTa Y)Ke BepHy/iacb Ha
BMANY. HepoH yKunHan cerogHa y AKTa. [esywka 6e3ymHO pafoBanacb 3TOM BOCXUTUTE/IbHOM NPMXOTU U 3aKa3ana
CBOEMY NoBapy Camble M3blCKaHHble 61t04a. COBCTBEHHbIMN PYKamMKU HANMB B Yally BO3/1t061eHHOMY UCKpUCTOE
danepHcKoe, OHa NOAHANA CBOW KyOOK.

— Y70 32 HYAHbIﬁ [l,eHb! — BOCK/IMKHY/NA OHa. — BbiNnbem e 3a HacToAwee M 3a 6y,u,yu.|,ee, NOMHMULWDb, KaK
Mbl YCN1OBUIUCDL B Hocu/IKax!

OH 3a1NOM BbINWUA BUHO U SHEPTUYHbIM ABUKEHUEM MOCTaBMA Yally Ha CTO.
— Mpunan Ko mHe! — WwenHyn oH, 06HUMas CTPOMHBIN CTaH AKT3, 06BMBLLEN pyKamMu ero Lwelo...

Bopyr B ABEPb NOCABIWANCA CTYK, IETKUI, CAEPYKAHHDLINA, HO B TO Ke BPEMS YBEPEHHbIN, TOYHO CTy4YaBLUNK
cumntan cebsa B npaBe HapyWwuUTb yeaAnHeHue ntobawen YyeTbl.

Llesapb BCKOUYMA, HAXMYPUBLLUCD.

— Y70 3TO 3HAUMT? — [pOXKa OT rHeBa, CNPOCKA OH.

— He noHumato. U3 cnyr HUKTO He nocmen Bbl... MoKeT 6biTb, PaoH?

— daoHy M3BECTHO, YTO A CTPOXKaNLIe 3aNpeTUa eMy... — CKasanl uMmnepartop.

— HaBepHoe, cnyumnock 4to-HMbYab HeobbluatHOe, eC/IN OH PeLLn/ICcA OCNyLWaThea Tebsa, — npepsana AKTa.
— Xouyelb, 4TOObI A OTBOPUA ABEPDL?

— He oTBOpAl4, a cnpocK oTClo4a, YTO HYKHO.

OHa nobnepHena Npu BHE3AMHOM CTyKe, HapywuBweM 61aXKEHHYIO TULIMHY M NPO3BYYaBLUEM B €e yLiax
noao6bHO NpU3bIBY BOEHHOM TPY6bI.

— KaKk y meHs 3abunocs cepaue, — 604311MBO NponsHecaa oHa.

— [loporas aypouka! — cKkasan OH, 1aCKOBO rnafsa ee no POCKOLIHbIM BoiOCaM. — Yero Tbl ucnyranacb? Yro
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MOXKET yrpoKaTb Tebe, Takol A406poi N KPOTKOW M 3aLUULLLEHHOW PyKOI uMmnepartopa?
Moaoinaa K ABepw, OH OTOABUHY 3a4BUMKKY U CMPOCUA CKBO3b LLLEND:
— 3710 Tbl, PaoH?

— [a, nosenuTenb! — nocnbiwanca caepxaHHbii ronoc. — Mpoctu, ecam B moem 6e3mepHOM CMATEHUN A
npeHebper TBOMM 3anpeTom. Ho cnyuymnnoch Heuyto HeobblyaitHoe.

— MNoaoXan MUHyTy!

OH obpaTtunacs K AKTa.

— 370 ®PaoH. MoeT OH BONTU?

— Moxkanyi! — yxe ¢ NtoboNbITCTBOM OTBEYANa OHA, XOTA BCE eLLe ApOo¥Kaaa OT BHe3aMnHOro ncnyra.
Pab Bowwen c NoYTUTENbHBIM NMOKJOHOM.

— loBopu! — npwukasan HepoH.

— Bot B uem geno. Al ctoan y Bxoga v noboBanca NpeKkpacHbIM BeYepoM, KaK BAPYr KO MHe nogollen
KaKOM-TO YeN0BEK, C IMLLOM HaNo/0BMHY 3aKPbITbIM KantoWOHOM €ro neHysbl, U rpybo cnpocun: «34ech Kuset
AKT3, oTnyLeHHMUA Hukoanuma?»

— YT0 Ke Tbl OTBETUN? — cnpocun uesapb.
— OTBeTUN KOPOTKO N ACHO, YTO OH HaXan.

— Hy)KHO oTpatb Tebe cnpaBeannBocTtb, PaoH, Tbl CTOMWb Bbille cBeTCKOro obpauweHual Kak xe
NOHpPAaBMAACh Haxa/ly TBOS OTKPOBEHHOCTL?

— BpocuBLINCE Ha MEHA, OH CXBAaTWUA MEHS 33 rpyAb M, NOJYYMB HECKONbKO YAAPOB Ky/naKOM, 3/106HO
3apeBes. «Y)K He Xo4yellb AN Tbl PasbirpbiBaTb OCKOPOAEHHOro, NPe3peHHbI CBOAHMK? A npuwen oT MMeHM
BbICLUMX BIACTEN, MOTYLUUX YHUUTOXUTb Tebsa!» — CKaxku elle oaHO CNoBo, U s BOObio Teba Bcero B 3emto! —
paccepamBLUNCD, KPUKHYN A B CBOKO o4yepenb. YBUAAB, UTO MeEHA He NEerko MChyratb, OH CAENANCA BeXAuBee u
noc/ie HECKOJIbKMX HAaMEKOB OTAaN MHe BABOE NMepeBA3aHHYl0 BOCKOBYHO AOLWEYKY. «[leso oYeHb crnewHoe, —
cepbesHo npubasmn oH, — cyabba uesaps 3aBUCUT OT HEMeLNEHHON nepegayun sTon gouwedkm! Cnewn e, He
Tepsaa HU MrHoBeHuAa!» — U 5 npubexkan coga, BONPEKN TBOEMY MOBEJIEHMIO; MPOCTU MEHS, HO A nosaran, yTo,
ObITb MOXKET, A4EeNCTBUTENbHO TYT YTO-HNMOYAb BaXKHOE M YTO 3TOrO XKenaet cyabba.

®daoH yuwen.

B3AB co cTtona cepebpAHbIN HOX AN GPYKTOB, MMMNepaTop paspesan WHYPKM OOWEYKU M BNoAronoca c
MPOHUEN NpoYen cneaytollee:

HepoH 3aKOHYMA uuTaTb. AKT3, KaK MOpa)keHHasa rpomMom, cuaena Ha BPOH30BOW CKambe U U3-Mog,
MONYONYLLEHHbIX PECHML, €€ KaTU/NCh Krydune ciesbl.

CnoKoWHO, XOTA C TaHbIM CMYLLEHMEM, NOIOXWA HEPOH A0LLEYKY Ha CTO.

— Bo3ntobneHHaa! — HeXKHO ckasan OH, Nogxo4Aa K AeByLllKe. — A Y3Hal0 NOYepPK, HECMOTPA Ha TO, YTO €ro
O4YeHb CTapaancb N3MEHUTDb!

Mnauywas AKTs bbICTPO NoAHAMA ronoBy; HepoH 06Tep el MOKpble LEeKM MoJIoN ee oaeXKabl.

— JTO No4YepK Moenl maTepu, MmnepaTpulbl ArpunnuHbl, — TOPMKECTBEHHO cKasan oH. — OHa Boauna
CTUNEM C HecKasaHHbIM TLLaHWEM, MecTamu NPOBOAA INHUM, AONKEHCTBOBABLUME BBECTU MeHA B 3abyKaeHue.
Ho A 3Hato ee nMcbmo, Aaxe eciu 6bl OHa B3gymana nucaTb /IeBOM PyKoW. BarnaHn Ha ee A 1 noytu rpedeckoe C!
K Tomy ke, KTO B Liesiom Pume aep3Hyn 6bl 06palLaTbca K BO3/1061EHHON MMMEepaTopa C TaKUMU YyA0BULLHbIMMU
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yrposamm?
AKT3 B340XHYNa.
— TBOS MaTb 419 MeHA, KOHEYHO, eLlle CTPaLLHEee TBOEM XKeHbl.

— OkTaBMA cepbe3Ha U caepkaHHa, — Bo3pa3mn HepoH. — Ee nt060Bb KO MHe ncyesna ye AaBHOo. B aTom
Tol npaBa. lpexpe yYem 3anopo3putb b6eaHyto OKTaBUIO B 3TOM WMHTpUre, A 3anofo3pun Obl HEKOTOPbIX
rocyfapCcTBEHHbIX NHOAEN, HeAO0BO/IbHbIX CEHATOPOB WM 6naropogHbix. MHOrne, HeHaBuAALWME UYPE3MEPHYHO
BNACTb ArPUNMUHBI, OXOTHO Nocnanu 6bl NOA06HOE NUCBbMO C HaMEPEHUEM BOOPYKMUTb HAC NPOTUB MOE MaTepu.
HekoTopble 3HaTHble Aambl TaKXKe C HeY40BONbCTBMEM MPUMEYAIOT, YTO CO BPEMEHU U3BECTHOro npasgHecTsa y
®nasus CuesBuHa, s nsberao BCAKUX TOPXKecTB. HO Bce 3TO AuWb MNycTble NpeanonoxeHusa. A ybexaeH, 4To
yragan. O6opoTbl peun 34ecb TakKe 06/1MYaoT BbICOKOMEPHYIO MOBEAUTEIbHULY, HUKOTAA HE BbIPaXKaBLLUYO HU
O/ZLHOTO *KenaHuA 6e3 Toro, YTobbl OHO He BblI0 MFTHOBEHHO UCMONHEHO.

— Kakoe HecyacTbe! — npocTtoHana AKTa.
— Hecuactbe? Kak? Kto rocnogmH n umnepatop Puma, a nuamn ArpynnumHa?
— OHa TB8OA MaTb!

— Tbl Xxo4yelwb CKas3aTb, YTO OHa MoBesieBaeT MHOW, MOTOMY YTO gOcCesie A Tepnes ee BMELlaTeNbCTBO B
rocygapctBeHHble gena? Tol owmnbaelwwbea, AKTa! Ecim A gonycKkan aTo A0 CUX Nop, TO e4UHCTBEHHO NLLb NOTOMY,
YTO MHE TaK XoTenocb. A He a3uMaTCKUIN Lapb, KOTOPOMY AOCTaBAAET YA0BO/bCTBME AaTb MOYYBCTBOBATb CBOE
HeorpaHMYeHHOE MOTYLLECTBO Aaxe B OTAANeHHENWMUX MPOoBUHUMAX. MeHA He NpMBAEKAOT HU CAOMKHbIN
MexXaHM3M Ae/I0NpPon3BOACTBA, HU MPOLECChl rpaXkaaH, HU MesloYHoe YecTonobure BoeHHbIX. Bce, coBepluaemoe
MHOW B 3TOM obnactu, A coBepliato no obssaHHocTU. MoaaepKMBaemblii ¢ 0AHOMN CTOPOHbI CeHeKoMn, ¢ ApyroM
TaWHCTBEHHbIM Jlloumem HukoaMmom, s Wwen no pas M3bpaHHOMY NyTW; HO Yem 6onblle CNYTHUKM MOMU
ocBob0XKAaNM MeHs oT o0bpeMeHUTeNbHOW NyTEeBOM MOKNAXKWM, TEM fierye CTAaHOBWJIOCb Y MeHsi Ha Aaywe. A
yenoBeK, AKT3, Apyr BCero NpekpacHoro u 6naropoAHoro, A XyAOXHWK M MNO3T. HO npexae Bcero, A HEXHo
nobaAwmin 6esymel, KOTOPOMY OAMH Yac B TBOUX CAAKUX OOBATUAX A0POKe ThicAun Tpnuymdos. C Tex Nop Kak Tbl
MOSfi, S NPeAoCcTaBuA Bce Apyrm. ArpunnuHa ¢ CeHeKoW NpaBAT rocy4apCcTBOM, A Ke TO/IbKO U3PeKa BUKYCh C
Byppom, ga c ycepaHbim TureasiMHOM, NpU CAyyYae MNOAAEPKUBAIOWMM PaCro/OKEHNE KO MHe congat
3HAUYUTENbHBIMM AEHEXHbIMW NofdapKaMu. Tenepb Ke, Korga OHW XOTAT OTHATb Yy MEHs mMoe enMHCTBEHHOe,
OCTaB/IeHHOE MHOM AnA ceba CoKpoBuLLE, TENepb OHM MOYYBCTBYIOT, YTO O4Ha MUIOCTb MOSA cAeflana UX Tem, 4YTo
OHW eCTb; A MOKaXKy UM, KTO rocrnoauH 34ecb, U 40 NOC/IeAHEN Kanin KpoBu byay oTcTamBaTb Moe cyacTbe!

— Tbl norybuib ceba! — BockAMKHyNa AKTa. — He 6opucb npoTus TeyeHus! He BocctaBan 6e3ymHo npoTmBs
rposHoi cunbl! HepoH, ntob6oBb MoA, Tbl B 3abayKaeHun! MoBepb MHe, HeNb3A B OAHO MIHOBEHWE CXBAaTWUTb
BbINYLLEHHYIO M3 PYK Y34y, U, NPEXKAe Yem Tbl CXBaTULLb ee, TBOA AKT3 yXKe byaer cmaTa M pasgasieHa MorydymMmm
KonbiTamu!

OH bypHO CxBaTU/1 ee 3a Ta/Nto IeBON PYKOW M NOAHAB MPaBYlo, NPOU3HEC CTPALLHYIO KAATBY 3aMWATb ee
[0 NOCNeAHEro n3abiXaHus.

Kpenko npuxaslmnch K Hemy, OHa Lie/ioBana ero C/lafKo U HEXHO, Kak yMmesia OHa 0fiHa, C 3aCTeHYMBOCTbIO
[AEBYLIKMU U CTPACTbHO KEHLLMHbI.

— HepoH, 4To e MHe genaTb? — TUX0 cnpocuna oHa. — Ckaxku! A 6ygy cneno nosBMHoBaTbCA Tebe, XoTA bbl
MHe NpULWAOCL ymepeTb!

— Tbl CMOKOMHO OCTaHelWbca AoMa, — YAblbHy/cA HepoH, oTBeYas Ha ee nouenyu. — MpuKaxkm BepHOMY
daoHy 3anepeTb Ha ABOMHblE 3aMoOpbl OCTUYM M MNOCTMKYm! A celyac ke npuwnao Tebe ABeHauUaTb MOUX
TenoxpaHutenei. Ecnnm HesHakomel, He Cabllla TBOEro OTBETa, CAENAeTCA HABA3YMB, NMPUKaXKM emy ybupaTbes.
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Ecnan v Toraa oH 6yaert ynopctBoBaTh, Thl BENULLb €ro CXBaTUTh. Elle oamH nouenyit, AKTa! Kak yygHo naxHyT TBou
Bosocbl! Hapunccamm n posamu! O, atn rybku! Tak o6ogpuch ke, 0borkaemoe AUTA, MOe CafiKoe CoKposuLle!

— Mpouwaii! — npowenTtana AKTa. — lMpowaii, Mmunbiit!

— Jloweyky 3Ty s BO3bMy C cob6OM, — [eNoBbiIM TOHOM cKasan HepoH. — CerofHsa e A MoroBopt ¢
ArpunnuHoii. OHa He cTaHeT oTNMpaTbeca. Bo BcAKOMm caydae, ManaTMHYm y3HaeT, Kak noctynaeT HepoH npu ybem
6bl TO HY BbI10 Maneliwem NONOA3HOBEHUM KOCHYTLCA AKTI.

3aKMHYB 3a Nae4o Tory, OH 6pOCVII1 Ha BO3I'IIO6I'IEHHYI'O I'IOCI'Ie,CI,HVIl‘/JI, 6ECKOHEYHO HEeXHbIN B3rnAag v sbilien.

— NocnewwnTte! — NnpuKasana OH CBOMM MYCKYJIUCTbIM NYy3UTaHUAM, CUAEBLWIMM Ha MPAMOPHbIX NAUTaX
mexagy CTpOVIHbIMM KOpMHd)CKVIMM KONOHHamu. MrHoBeHHO BCKOYMB, OHW Hajenu Ha naeyn pemHu. HepoH
OTKUHYCA Ha NOAYLWKNU.

®aoH cToAN BO3/Ie HOCUJIOK; Clo4a XKe yCnyxnamseo nop,6e>+<ano HECKOJ1IbKO paGOB n pa6bIHb.

I/IN\nepaTop 6pOCVIﬂ MM NPUTOPLIHKO 30/10Ta, KMUBHYN 0B6bIYHbIM ropabim Xectom pPUMCKUX BEJIbBMOXK U
TBEPAOO NPOU3HEC:

— B ManatuHym!
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Fnasa Xlll

HOCMABbLUMKKM 3aXKrAKM B OCTUYmMe CBOW pPOrosble (bOHapVI; nosaan Wwno HeCKO/ZIbKO pa6OB C Y3Knmu,
BbICOKMMMU d)aKEI'IaMM.

BeckoHeuyHaa AnnuaHcKasa Aopora, KOTOPY OHW AOCTUIAW, NPOMAA HECKONbKO COT Laros, Oblna OKyTaHa
MOJIYaNINBbIMU CymepKamu. o Heby Knybunnce benble, maToBble 06/1aKa, ANLWb MECTAMWU NMPOHMU3AHHbIE ly4amu
mecAua. Cnpasa u cnesa, nepes ¢dacafamu BWAA BO3BbIWAAMCD MAMATHUKM — MpayHble HAaNnOMMHAHMWA O
HEMPOYHOCTM KPacoTbl, MMMONETHOCTU CYACTbA WU TWETe 3eMHbIX CTpacTel. Bpoaneke, no Ty ctopoHy Tubpa,
BUAHENUCH PEe3KMe, ropaple ovepTaHua AHWMKY/bCKOM ropbl, KOTOpas OAHA Kasajsacb Yem-TO peasibHbiM U
0CA33aeMbIM B MPMU3PAYHOM, MO3TUYECKOM MEpPLL@HMM STON IYHHOMN HOUM.

BCTVHMB Ha Via Sacra, B camom ee Hayane, HOCUAbLUMKMN noBCTpEeYanun TEI'IOXpaHVITEJ'Ier/'I, no NPUKasaHUo
Le3apAa ABMBLINXCA CloAa B Ha4yane ﬂepBOVI CTpaxu.

MpeTopuaHLbl BeClyMHO NOCAeA0BaNM 32 HOCUAKAMM, KOTOPbIe AeCATb MUHYT CMYCTA OCTaHOBUUCH nepes,
BXOZ0M B MMMNEPATOPCKM ABOPEL, OCBELLEHHbIN haKkenamu.

CeHekKa, UMEBLLUN COO6LLI,VITb LAP HEYTO OYEHb BaXKHOE, nocnewnn K HeMy HaBCTpedy.
HepOH HeTepnennBo OTCTPaHWUA ero.

— Bce cepbesHoe 3aBTpal MHe ele HyXXHO YCTPOUTb KOe-KaKkue YacTHble 3abaBHble aena. Mge Oktasua? U
roe MMnepaTpuLa-maTtb?

CeHeKa BesiMYeCTBEHHO 3aBEPHY/ICA B TOrY.

— Cynpyra umnepatopa, — XO/IOAHO M LEPEMOHHO OTBeYaNn OH, — HaxoAWUTCA, KaK A OCMenuBaloChb
npeanonaratb, B MOKOAX uMmnepaTpuubl-maTepu. Mol noBenuTenb enaer roBopuUTb C 3TUMM BbICOKMMU
ocobamu? Yxe nosaHo 1 6otocb, YTo ArpunnmHa oYeHb yTomaeHa. ToNbKo no KenaHuto OKTaBMK, KasaBlUelca
cerofHA B HeobblYaltHOM BO/HEHWUMK, cOrnacuaacb oHa 604pCTBOBaTL A0/ble, YemM OBbIKHOBEHHO.

— [JOCTOMOYTEHHbIN y4MTeNnb, — NPOM3HEC pasrHeBaHHbIM HepoH, — 6yab Tak Aobp M pa3 HaBceraa
3aMOMHU, 4YTO €CAM UMMepaTopy CAyyaeTca MHOrAa 3acTaBnAaTb cebsa XaaTb, TO B 3TOM HET HUYero
HeobblkHOBeHHOro. [ocene 3To 6biBano ABa-TPW pasa, HO Brpeab OyAeT ropasgo valie, NpUYem A He Kenako
CNblWwaTh, Aaxe OoT Tebs, KOTOPOro A TaK yBarkato, HUKAKUX HeodobputenbHbix HaMmeKoB. KnaHycb Mepkynecom, A
M3ymJseH, Ao yero 3to gowso! Heyxkenn Knasanin HepoH meHee cBoboaeH, Yem CbiH Kakoro-HMbyab BbICKOYKK,
nonasLLero B ceHaT 6a1arogapsa rHyCHOMY 3010Ty?

M3 yBaKeHUA K 3aC/NyKEHHOMY YYUTEN0 U rOoCyAapCTBEHHOMY COBETHMKY HepoH Npou3Hec cBoe ropsyee
BO3Pa*KeHME NO-rpeyecku.

— locnoauH 1 ue3apb, — npobopmoTan CeHeKa Ha TOM Ke A3blke, — MNPOCTU...

— OcTaBb Tenepb TBOE KpacHopeuue, AocToiHbii CeHeka! Ecim xovewb o06s3aTb MeHsA, TO no3aboTbes,
4yTO6bl 060 MHE TOoTYaC Ke AonoKuan! A xody roBopuTb C 06EUMHU KeHwWwMHaMmn BmecTte. Nostomy nyctb OKTaBusA
He MbITaeTcs UcYe3HyTb B BOKOBYIO ABepb, KaK 3TO CTano ee 06bIKHOBEHMEM B Noc/ieaHee Bpemsa, Korga cynpyr
BXOAMUT B MOKO.

CeHeKa CK/I0HMA TO/I0OBY M MOCMELWHO MpoLen Yyepes NoayoCBeLLEeHHbIN aTpUyM, KPenKo CKUMas npaBow
PYKOW HECKO/IbKO C/IOXKEHHbIX PYKONUCEN.

— ¥ay Teba noske B Mmoem KabuHeTe, — cKasan eMy MMMepaTop, Kor4a OH, COBCEM pPacTepsHHbIM OT
HENPUBLIYHOMN A/1A HEro PO/IN, BEPHYACA, UCNOHMB NopyvyeHne. — 1 B3BO/IHOBAH, AOPOron yYnuTe b, HeCKasaHHO
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B3BO/IHOBaH. lpoctn, ecan s obolwenca ¢ Tobol pesye, yem TOro TpebyeT yBarKeHMe K TBOEW yBEHYAHHOM
naspamu ronose. Tbl 3HaELLb, YTO CYYMNOCH?

CeHeKa norkan naeyamm.

— Al noao3peBato, HO cMeto TebA yBepUTb, UTO A TYT HX NPU Yem. A 3Hal0, CO CTPACTbIO CNOPUTb HEeNb3s, OT
Hee MOXHO TpeboBaTbh TONIbKO HEKOTOPbIX YCTYNoK. To, YTO ceroaHaA, B AeHb Ballero obpy4eHns, Tbl Tak NO3AHO
ABNAECLILCA AOMOW, MO MOEMY MHEHWIO, NEPEXOAMT rPaHuLLbl, KOTOPbIE A0NXHbI BbITb YBaXKaeMbl AaxKe Lue3apem.

— JleHb Hawero obpyyeHna! — ¢ UCKPEHHUM U3YMIEHMEM BOCKAMKHYN HepoH. — fl aToro He 3Han. M oHa
TaK)Ke He CKasana Hu cnoBa. Bce pasHo! Mocne A CNOKOMHO BbIC/YLIA TBOM YNPEKU, a Tenepb — A0 cBUAaHUSA!

M OH BoLLEN B XEHCKYI0 NON0BMHY ABopua. OKTaBuAa cuaena B cepebpsaHom Kpecne, 6aeaHas, Kak BOCKoBas
cTaTya, C ONyWEHHbIMX /a3amKi, KOTOPble OHa He MoAHANa, AarKe Koraa HepoH c MCMbITYoWMM B30pOM
OCTaHOBW/ICA NOCPEANHE KOMHATbI.

ArpvnnuHa e ¢ UCTUHHO LapCTBEHHOM OCAaHKOM NOAHAMACL C MATKOM COdbl HABCTPEYY CbiHY M TONbKO YTO
cobupanacb 3aroBopuTb, Kak HepoH NoAHec K ee MpayHbIM r/1a3am BOCKOBYIO AOLLEYKY M CKa3an BNoaAroaoca:

— WMmnepaTtpuua ArpunnmHa, oTBeYai: Yto 3HaYUT 3TO U3YMUTE/IbHOE NnocsiaHne?

AI'pI/II'IFIVIHa B3rnAHys1a Ha 6ﬂe,CI,HOE, ropaoe, 6naropop,Hoe L0 CBOEro Kpacasua CblHa U HEBOJIbHO
OoTCcTynuna.

— MaTtb, — npoaonkan HepoH, — Moxellb A1 Tbl OTNMpPaThCa? A BMXKY, OKTaBUMN BCE U3BECTHO, MHAYe OHa
npuBeTcTBOBana bBbl MeHs, BMECTO TOro 4Tobbl CUAETb, KaK MPUrBOMKAEHHAA K cBoemy Kpecsay. Mo3atomy mbl
MOKeM CNOKONHO PasbACHUTb BCE B ee NPUCYTCTBUK. [TOBTOPALIO: KTO Hanucan 3T CTPOKN?

— A, — oTBevana ArpunnunHa, Xx1agHOKPOBHO CKPECTUB Ha rpyam PyKM.

— TaK no3Bosb Tebe 3amMeTUTb, YTO Tbl 34eCb NPUHANA TOH, K KOTOPOMY A HE NMPUBbLIK N KOTOPOTo He XXenato
ChblWaTb.

— Pa3Be 310 OoTHOCKTCA K Tebe? — HacmeLwnnBo cnpocuna AI'pVII'II'II/IHa. — Pa3Be a morna npegosunaeTb, 4TO
AouleYvyKa 3Ta nonaaeT B pykKu anepaTopa?

— Tbl He morna, Ho s bnarogapto cyabby 3a TO, YTO TaK CAy4ymnochb. beaHan aesylKa, noxKanyn, 6oina 6Obl
oAypayeHa. 3Hal Ke, mMaTb, YTO TBOM TalHbIA MOCOJI HMKOTAA HE YCAbIWUT »KenaHHble csoBa: «fA yeay». f,
nMmnepaTop, nosesen, 4Tobbl C 3TUM YEeNOBEKOM, eCAK Bbl OH B3AYyMa ObITb HaxanoM, NOCTYNUAM Bbl NO 3aKOHaM,
NpeAoCTaBAAOWMM NPABO CaMO3aLLMTbI KaXK40MY PUMCKOMY TPaXKAaHUHY M KaXKAOMY YyXKeCTpaHLLy.

— Tbl Aep3HyN...

— [ep3Hyn, maTb, U TaK KaK Mbl y¥Ke 3aroBopuan ob sTom, To s obpaluatocb u K Tebe, OkTaBusa! Yke fasHo
Tbl MOA KEHA TO/IbKO MO Ha3BaHWIO. Kak e MOMKeT ObiTb OCKopbuTenbHO Tebe, ecnn A OTAAD KPOTKOMY,
oyapoBaTe/IbHOMY CYLLEeCTBy To, Yem npeHebperna ropaas OKTaBUA, — BECb Mbl1 MOEr0 KaxKAaylero nb6su
cepgua? Bce yBaxeHuwe, nogobatouiee TBOEMY CaHy MMNepaTpuLbl OKasbiBaeTcas Tebe. Mou goOBepeHHble Hu
OZHMM C/NIOBOM HEe BblZaloT TaWHbl. Be3 pockowmn M Bnecka BXOXKY S B CKPOMHOE XUAulie, rae s mory 6biTb
6e3rpaHMUYHO CYACTAMB, MEXJYy TeM KaK 34eCb MEHS BCTPeYaloT /ullb HEenoABWNKHble CTaTyu, XONoAHas
b6ecyyBCTBEHHOCTb W He3yTelwHan nycrtoTta. f He ynpekato Tebs, nobpas Oktasual Tbl TakadA, KakoW co3gaHa. Ho
MO0 TebA, NO3BO/b XKe U MHe BbITb TaKMM, Kakum A co3aaH! Mo3Bosib MHe NtobUTb, B TO BPEMSA KaK Tbl cama
yMeellb TO/IbKO Pa3MbILL/IATb, UCNOAHATb 0653aHHOCTM M NOBUMHOBATLCS TBOMM Boram!

— HecyacTHbiin! — Bckpuuana umnepaTpuLa-maTb MeXay Tem, Kak OKTaBuA OTBEPHY/Iacb, HE CMOPrHYB. —
3To M Harpaga MHe 3a To, YTo A caenana ana Tebs u ana Teoen byayuHoOcTU?

CxBaTuB ero 3a NpaByko PYKy, OHa C beleHCTBOM MeHaAbl yB/1eKN1a €ro B OTﬂ,aﬂeHHbIVI Yyrona KOMHaTbl.
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— Oymaelwb nn Tbl, — NPOA0OKANA OHA LWENOTOM, LWaaa cBoto coto3HMUy OKTaBuo, — AyMaellb /N Tbl, YTO
A Ha pagocTb cebe BbiwAa 3a oTua OKTaBum? Knasguit Obln YyaoBULLE, C/blWMWLb, YYA0BULLE — 3aYMHbIN,
NOJIHbIN BCEBO3MOXKHbIX bpeaHel raynew, M306peTaBlunii HOBble OYKBbl, B TO BPEMA KaK PUM/IAHE HAaCMeXasmcb
Had, HWUM, KaK Hag urpywkoi MeccanuHbl. 3a atoro KnaBamsa s Bbilia nNoc/ie ee CMepTU; A caenanacb
MMMNepaTpULEN C OTBPALLEHNEM B CEPALE M NOAAEPKMBAaEMas NNLWb OL4HOM MbIC/bIO, YTO Yepes 3TO MOWM CblH CO
BPEMEHEM AO0CTUTHET BNaCTM...

— Martb...

— Monuu! 1o npasga! A notom, Yto genana a? Lenbie roapl BHywana a umnepatopy Knasauio mbicab 06
yCTpaHeHWW oT npectona bpuTaHHMKA WM ycnoKounacb TONbKO, KOrAa ynpsmblid Lesapb yctynun u, oboias
POAHOro cbiHa, 06BABUA CBOMM HacneAHMKOM Tebs, cBOero nacbiHKa!

— MNpouwy Teba, maTb, K Yemy BCe 3T0?

— Mpu 3TomM OH MOCTaBWUA OAHO YcC/a0BMe: TBOW bpak c ero godepbio OKTasuelr. Mbl cornacunmce, 6o
HUKOrAa elle He 6bl10 AoYEepPU CTO/Ib HEMOXOXKEN Ha CBOMX poauTenei. Ecam oHa uTo-HMbYyaAb yHacnegoBsana oT
HeyecTuBon MeccannHbl, TO TONbKO ee KpacoTy. Bo Bcem e ocTanbHOM, KAAHycb Onutepom, B Lesnom Pume HeT
eHLWWHbI, paBHoit OKTasumK no aobpoaertenn, 6aaropoactsy 1 ckpomHocTu. Mpu atom Knasanit He nepenan en
HW Kanau ceoer raynoctn. Mocne cmepTn KnaBgua Tbl MOr 6bl pa3opBaTb TOPMKECTBEHHO COBEpPLUEHHOE
06py4yeHne, ecnn 6bl HaXo4MN €ro pelmnTenbHO HeBbIHOCMMbIM. Tenepb e OKTaBua — TBOSA XeHa. OHa nobut
Teba, oHa OTMPbICK OAHOrO M3 3HATHEMLIMX, apUCTOKPaTUYECKNX POAOB; Kopode, Tbl Becyectullb ceba, cTonb
OEep3KOo ee ockopbias K 3aBoaaA cBA3b ¢ 6ernoi 6eccTbigHON AEBKO.

— TBow peun kectokn! — BcKpuuan HepoH, ¢ cuioli BbipbiBas CBOO PyKy. — bnarogapu 60ros 3a To, YTO Thl
MaTb YeNoBeKa, Ybe AparoLeHHelwee COKPOBULLE Tbl TaK 6€3MepHO NOPOoUMLLb!

— fl umeto Ha 3To NpaBo. Naum Tbl MoXKelb onpaBaaTbca?
— [a, maTb. O4HMM C/IOBOM: 51 HE MOTY XXUTb 6e3 AKT3.

— Tbl rayney, n 6e3genbHuK. MoBTOPAO, MAM Tbl BCe NO3abbil — BCE MOM KEPTBbl U YCUAUA, MO
HeycbInHble 3a60TbI?..

— fl y3Han, ogHaKo, YTO TBOE PBEHME MPEXKIE BCErO MOCAYXKMAO0 Ha TBOK e Nosb3y. HasbiBaTbca maTepbio
MmMmnepaTopa, ynpas/iaTb €ro MMEHeM M OMeKaTb ero CaMoro, Kak HepasymMmHoe AnUTA, BOT O Yem Tbl meyTasnal

— Kr1o0 310 FOBOpl/IT‘.'> — C HerogoBaHMem BOCK/ZIMKHY/1a OHa.

— Jlioam, He ymewuwme nratb. A cam npmnmeyaro nocneancrtsmAa TBOUX CTpGMl’IEHMﬁ. Ho Bce PaBHO, Tbl MOA
MaTb U paan 3TOro A BCe NEPEHOCUN, XOTA 4YaCTO BOMPEKU CO6CTBEHHOMy Y6e)-KLI,eHMPO. A nopasnan B cebe
masneiee NONON3HOBEHME K CaMOCTOATENbHOCTU, KaK TONbKO BMUAEN, YTO 3TO HEMNPUATHO Tebe. Tenepb xe Tbl
BTOpraewbCAa C Hacunnem B 06}'IaCTb, raoe rocnoacrsyet oaAuvH Hep0H nrae ero He OCTaHOBAT HUKAKUE YNpPeEKH,
HUKaKue C006pa)KEHMFI.

— Tbl roBOpPULLb, KaK besymell.

— JTO TaK KaKeTca, HO A MPeKpacHO 3Halo, Yero xouy. fl xouy pas HaBceraa NopeaTb MET/0, KOTOPYIO Thl
MHe HaKMHy/Na FTHEeTOM TBOEW Xefle3HOW BOAW. ITOT rHeT A0Ben Hac A0 6paKa, HO OH He MOMKeT 3acTaBUTb Hac
noobuTb APYr Apyra UAK AaXKe NPUTBOPATLCA NHOBALNMM...

— MasnbymK, 4TO BCE 3TO 3HAUUT?

— Bbibupain, matb! Unm Tbl noknsHewbca MHe HOnNuTepom, KapaTenem KAATBOMPECTYMHWKOB, YTO Tbl
OCTaBWLWb B NOKOE MOE [0pOroe COKpoBuLLE — ObIBLWYIO pabblHIO, KaK Tbl Ha3blBaellb €e, WAW CEroAHs e
HaCTyNUT KOHel, TBOeMYy NPOTMBO3aKOHHOMY BMELLATE/NbCTBY B rOCYyAapCTBeHHble Aena. Torga s He noTepnJio,
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ytobbl Tbl paccy*fgana ¢ CeHeKkon o ByAyLIHOCTM PEMHCKUX MPOBUHUMK, a ¢ Byppom — o npoucluecTsmAx B
NPEeTOPMaHCKMX Kazapmax. Y MeHs ecTb /IloAM, KOTOpble NOCAyXKaT MHe B CceHaTe — C/0BOM, a Ha yauue —
MEYOM, ec1 AeNo AoNAET 4,0 OTKPbITON 6opbbbI.

— B3gop! — ¢ NpUTBOPHBLIM paBHOAYLIMEM YCMEXHYNACb ArpunnuHa.

HerMBbIHHbIVI TOH CblHa 3acCTaBun ee I'I06}'Ie,CI,HeTb, nen I'IOHa[l,06M!'IOCb BCe ee caN\oo6nap,aHme, yTObbI
CKpPbITb CU/IbHOE BOJIHEHUE.

— MNpouwly euie pas, Bbibupai! — HeTepnenmso nosTopmn HepoH.

Osnages C060171, AI'pMI'IFIVIHa HEXHO nornaguna ero nbl1alowyo WweKy U ¢ KPOTKMM B3rnagaom 0I'0p‘-|EHHOl7I
MaTepwn CKasana:

— KaK Tbl BO/IHYeLWbCA 1 MPON3HOCULLL COBEpLUEHHO nycTble cnosa! Yto Takoe HepoH 6e3 maTepu, KoTopan
BO3BeJa ero Ha npecton? Beab Bypp co cBoMmM npetopraHLamm 6e33aBeTHO, C1eno NpeaaH MHe...

— Yr10? — BCKpMYan HepoH.
— bes3aBeTHO npegaH mHe! — co CNOKOMHOM YyBEPEHHOCTBLIO NOBTOPMAA OHA.
HepoH noxan nnevamum.

— Kak Tbl owmnbaelwbes B pumasHax 1 B reapaun! Moka HepoH cuntanca TBOMM MOKOPHbIM CbIHOM, BCE LU0
npekpacHo! Bcemy Pumy Beab u3BecTHa 6Oblna MoAa npefaHHoCTb Tebe, M MOBMHOBATbCA Tebe, 3HAUUO
NoBMHOBATbCA MHe. Ho ecnu, — OT Yero aa m3b6aBUT Hac POK, — MeXAy Hamu pa3Beps3HeTcs MponacTb...
CbIWMLWb, MMNepaTpULa ArpunnuHal.. Toraa congatbl BCNOMHAT, KOMY OHU npucaranu, tebe nam mHe!

— He bygem ccoputbcal — 3aroBopuna HakoHel, OkTaBuA. — A 0XKuaato 34eCb He Yyrpo3 U He LBETUCTbIX
peyen, Ho NPAMOro pelleHns 6e3 BCAKMX YBEPTOK. HeyKenn Tbl He CO3Haelb Y*KacHOro nosopa, KoTopbim Tbl HacC
noKpbiBaewb? HepoH, umnepatop, cynpyr OKkTaBuu, N106UT NpocTyto pabblHio...

— Mory Tebe npusHaTbCA, — C ropeybio M rHEBOM MPepBan ee MmnepaTop, — 4YTO 3Ta MPocTas PabbliHA
yMeeT TO, YTO HeAOCTYNHO MHOMMM BECbMa BbICOKOMOCTaBAEHHbIM MEHLWMHAM: OHa ymeeT Nobutb, AasaTb
cyacTbe...

OkTaBuA 6blNa He B cMnax cnywatb ganswe. Monya BCTasa OHa U ywaa B CBOK CMasibHIO, rae beccunbHO

ynana Ha J10XKe, USMy4YeHHaA HeBbIPasnMbiMK CTPpaAaHNAMU NoCneaHUX HeAeNb.

—XOpOLLIO, YTO OHa yuwna, — CHOBa Hayana AI’pMI'II'IMHa. — Ee NPUCYTCTBME MeLUasI0O MHE BbICKa3aTbCA
BMNOJIHE.

— Tbl 3aTparmMBaeLb moe N60NbITCTBO.

— Al 6yay roBopuUTb OTKPOBEHHO, 6€3 0OMHAKOB. 3Hal, CbiH MO, YTO i HAXOXKy TBOK HEBEPHOCTb MeHee
NnocTblgHOW, Yyem 6e3rpaHnYHyt0 6eCTaKTHOCTb TBOEro obpasa gencTeuit. Jonyckaw, YTo HalM NpesnonoXKeHus
OTHOCUTENbHO A06poit OKTaBUM BbIIN OLUIMBOYHBI U YTO, HECMOTPSA HM Ha KaKWUe YCUAUSA, BacC He/lb3A HaCTPOUTb Ha
oavH nag. Noxanyi, num cebe Ha CTOPOHE BO3HArparkAeHue 3a 3Ty OoWwKnbKy, HO He npeBpalan MMUMOJIETHYIO
NPUXoTb B OTKPbITYIO cBA3b. Cornacucb, YTo 3TO Obla HAcToAWAA Aep30CTb — TBOA Myb6AMYHAs Nporyska Ha
MapcoBom none c 3Tol... AKTa.

— Matb! — BCKpMYan BO3MyLLEHHbI HepoH.

— [ait mHe pgorosopuTb! CKaxy 6osblue. byap 310 ¢Bs3b ¢ CenTMMMEn MK APYron 3HATHOM XKEHLWMHOM, A
3aKpblna b6bl rnasa. Llesapb Bce-Takm — Lie3apb, U TbiCAYM APYTUX NHOAEN AenatoT TO e camoe, 6e3 npenmyLlecTs
MMMepaTopCcKoro caHa. Ho Korga Tbl Urpaellb 3Ty NPUTOPHYIO UAMAINIO C OTRYLEHHULEN HUKoaMMa, noellb el
HEeXHble MEeCHN W JIEXWULLb Yy ee HOr, NpeacTaBasa n3 ceba nocmewmue ansa Bcex 0bpa3oBaHHbIX AOAEN, NPaBo,
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3TO HEAOCTONHO Tebs U1, KNAHYCcb 6oramu, ele 6o1ee HeAOCTOMHO MeHA!

— Martb, ecan 6bl Tbl ee Buaena, ecnum 6bl NOCMOTpPEeNIa Ha €ee rnasa, B KOTOPbIX OTpa*XaeTcA 4YnCTaAn,
BO3BbllWEeHHaA Aylwa, ecnaun 6bl Tbl C/blWana ee YMHbIE, paCcCyauUTE/IbHblE€ peyu...

— 370 umnctoe 6esymme! — npepBana ero MMNepaTpuLa-maTb. — MOBTOPAID: KaK bbl o4apoBaTesibHa OHa HU
6blna, BCE-TaKM Tbl NOCTynaellb Kak raynblid WKoAbHMK! «lpeKpacHbin uBeToK!» Xopolwo, Tak copBM ero, Kak
MYTHUK CPbIBaeT WWMNOBHUK. «3To 3abaBa», cKasanu Obl Torda /l0AM, <MNPUKOYEHWE B Ayxe 3eBca, TaKXke
CMyCKaBlweroca WMHorga ¢ 6OXKeCTBEHHOro npecTosa, 4YTobbl nobeguTb CMepTHyto». Tbl Ke, BMECTO TOro,
yCTpavBaelb CBOei BO3/O6AEHHON Uenblid AOM, faelb el pabblHb, Kak 6yATOo OHa NpuBbIKAA NoBeneBaTb
C/IyKaHKaMM, MeyTaelllb TO/IbKO O ee N0bBU, eXkeAHEBHO OCbiNaellb ee dManKamMm U po3amu, CIOBOM, BEAELLb
cebs Kak daHaTuK-Kpel M3mabl nepepn cTaTyel cBoeir Bcemoryuwien 6orvHu. EN, 3TOM TLLECNaBHOM KyKne,
KOHEeYHO, HPaBUTCA BMAETb ceba BHe3amnHo ocbinaHHoM 6oraTcTBaMm U POCKOLWbIO...

— MNopoxan! — octaHoBWUA ee cbiH. — He noagepraih COMHEHUIO MO KpaliHel mepe GecKopbicTue ee
ntobsun. OHa ¢ pagocTblo nocennnack 6bl Nog camoit yborol Kpoeaen B KBapTasie MaTPOCOB; 3TO A HaBs3a el Bce
3TO, NOTOMY 4TO, MO-MOEMY, HET HMYEero B MMUpPE LOCTOMHOrO ee M MOTOMYy, YTO BO3t06AeHHaa umnepaTopa
[AOJIKHA XKUTb, KaK MMnepaTpmua...

Peub sTa 6bIN1a NoacKkasaHa HepoHy rHEBOM U 3/1bIM XKelaHMeM NOXBACTaTb TEM, Yero B AeMACTBUTENBHOCTH
He 6blN10, TaK KaK BWANA AKT3 Oblia XOTA NpPeniecTHa, HO He OT/IYanacb HM 0COHBEHHOM POCKOLWbIO, HU U3ALLHOM
APXUTEKTYPOMN.

— BosntobneHHaa! — ycmexHynacb ArpynnuHa.

— MeHa, ecnn Tebe 310 6onblue HpaBUTCA. fl TaK CMOTPIO Ha Hee, XOTA, K HecyacTblo, 0bCToATebCTBA
NPenATCTBYIOT MHE OTKPbITO HAa3BaTb €e MOoel Cynpyrou.

— Manbuuk! B yme nn toli!

— CoBeplueHHo. U knaHycb Tebe, yto, He byab A cBA3aH ¢ OKTaBUEl TOPXKECTBEHHbIM BpadyHbiM 06paaoMm,
boxecTBeHHas AKT3 caenanaco 6bl Moell MNOBeUTENbHULEN M WMMNEpPaTpPULLEN, BOMPEKM BCer 3HaTu
MoryLecTBeHHOro Puma.

ArpuvnnuHa c oT4aAHMeM 3acmensiacb 1, 3a4bIXasACb, Ha4yana XO4NTb MO KOMHATE, CKPeCTUB PYKW.

— [leska Ha npecTtone Asryctal — BOCKAMKHyna oHa. — OfHa 3Ta MbICNb €CTb Y¥Ke rocygapcrseHHoe
npecrtynjaeHue, NoleYrHa ana Tsoen matepm!

— Ycnokoiica xe! Beab K 3TOMy He NpeAcTaBAfeTcs HW Manelilwein BO3MOMKHOCTU. Ho ecan 6bl 3To
CNIY4UNOCh, TO HE CNpaLiMBall y MeHa OTBeTa Ha BOMPOC: Kakaa nmnepatpuua A0 6oKecTBeHHOM AKT3 3acayKunia
KOpoHy 6onblie, Yem OHa, eAMHCTBEHHAA, HecpaBHeHHas !

— PabbiHA! — npocToHana ArpunnuHa.

— Y70 Tbl XOYelWwb CKasaTb 3TUM? MaM TBOM ym TaK MOMpPAYeEH, YTO He OLyliaellb MOTy4Yyero BesHMS,
KOTopoe, NoA06HO AYyXOBHOM BeCeHHel bype, MPOHNKAO B MUP OT Cupun A0 JlyautaHun? Mam ToNbKO A CTO TaK
BbICOKO, YTO A0 MEHA 0A4HOr0 A0/1eTeN0 3TO TaUHCTBEHHOe, boecTBeHHOe BesHMe? Hegapom yunn meHa CeHeka,
YTO BCE /I0AN PABHbI NO POXKAEHMIO, YTO PA3ANUME MEKAY 3HATHLIMM U NMPOCTLIMU UCKYCCTBEHHO M YTO MHUMbIE
NPenMyLLLECTBA 3HAaTU OCHOBaHbI TO/IbKO Ha MPOMU3BOJIE M BAACTMU.

ArpunnuHa Bckmnena.
— C Kakux nop nponoseayeT CeHeka Takoe besymune?

- Ka)K,CI,bII\/'I AeHb C TeX NOpP, Kak A ero 3Hato.
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— Tak oH gonxkeH 6biTb ycTpaHeH. Mpe3peHHoe vyyaosuuwe! A cuntana ero yyeHme nonesHbIM, NoKa OHO
Aenano u3 1ebs nocnywHoro, ntobsuero cbiHa. Tenepb e — A0/10M ABYANYHOro copumcral

— Matb, — nocne p[onroro  monyaHuma 3aroBopun  HepoH, — ecam  CeHeka BO36yxpaeT TBoOe
HEeyA0BO/IbCTBUE, A OTPELY ero oT Jo/KHOCTU. OH B AocTaTouHOW mepe ¢unocod, 4Tobbl ymeTb 060iMTUCL be3
ManaTnuHyma. Ecnm y Teba ecTb eLue KenaHue: NpmKasbiBai! ToNbKo He KAu 0gHOro, YTobbl A NoKMHYA AKT3! Ecam
A 3ameydy XOTb ManeWnLlee NOCAraTeNbCTBO Ha Hee, A OKPYKY ee cOBCTBEHHOW repMaHCKOW rBapamen.

ArpvnnuHa BHe3anHo B34porHyna. Kasanocs, y Hee 61ecHyna mbiC/b, CyIMBLIAA eil nobeay.
HecKo/1bKo BPEMEHM OHA CTOA/A C ONYLLEHHbIM B3OPOM, @ MOTOM KPOTKO CKasana:

— CKaXKn mMHe, AopOoroli ManbumnK, roBOpUT N B Tebe ynpsmcTBo, yHacneaoBaHHOe ToboM OT TBOEro oTua
Jomunuma AsHobapba, nam Tbl AeNCTBUTE/NIbHO JII0OULLbL AEBYLUKY?

— A nobnto ee 6onblue BCETO B MUpe.
— Hy, Tak nto6bum ee! Ho npouwy, gepxu ceoto Ntob60Bb B TaiHe! Al nonbiTalocb yTewnTb HecyacTHyo OKTaBuio.

— Mars, Tbl genaewb MmeHA cyacTanBbIM! — nbINKO BCKpuMyan HepoH n, 6pOCVIBLLIMCb K HEl Ha LWelo, NOKpPbIN
nouenyammn ee 1MXopaao4yHo nolnaswine Wwekn.

— HepasymHoe auTta, — HEXHO npousHecna oHa. — Ho He Boobparkall, 4To A o040bpso To, Ha 4TO
cornallalcb TONbKO NO M3nMLWHel cnabocTn. i paccuuTbiBal0 — M 3TO MOe eAMHCTBEHHOe yTelleHWe, — YTo
Bpems 06pasymuT Tebs!

— PaccumnTbiBail Ha YTO Xouellb, M XKenaw Tebe NpUATHbIX cHoBuaeHuM! A cTpawHo nuamyyeH. CnoKolHoOM
Houu!

HepoH ywen, custowwmii cyactbem. B aTpuyme yxke oxkuganm pabol, ob6a3aHHble NPOBOAMTL €r0 B CNasibHIo.

— nynbiii manbumKk! — npowenTana ArpunnuHa, Korga 3aHaBec CNycTUCA 3a UmnepaTopomM. — Thbl Xouellb
nosesieBaTb MHOM? KaKol rHeB cBepKan B ero rnasax, Korga oH yrpoxkan mHe! Ho 6nharogapeHue boram: npuHATLI
BCE Mepbl 41 TOro, YTobbl NOTOK He 3aTonuA ropbl!
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Fnasa XIV

ArpunnuHa nocnennia B ciaboocselleHHYo cnanbHio OKTaBUM.
Monogas »KeHLWMHa, pblaas, 1exana Ha NocTenu.

— He nnayb! — cTPoOro 1 B TO Xe BpemMa € COCTpadaHMeMm CKasana umnepaTpuua-matb. — Ecam 6bl Tol Hblia
YMHee cHayana, /IerkoKpbliaa NTUYKA He BblpBanacb Obl OT TebA. fl AaKe He CUMTal0 YKEHLWMHOW MOoaoAyto
KpacaBuLy, He CYMeBLLYIO NPUBA3aTb K cebe YenoBeKa, yKe pas NpuMHaaNerKaBLllero ein.

Mega/ieHHO NpMNOAHAB 3annakaHHoe Anuo, OKTaeua 3awesenmna rybamu, Kak 6bl NbiTaaCb BO3PasunTb.

— Ocraeb! — npepsana ee ArpunnuHa. — f npuwiia He 3atem, YtTobbl ynpeKkatb Uau ocy»aatb Teba. Ja ato
M HU K Yemy U He noBseno 6bl. HanpoTtus Toro, A roBopto Tebe, UTO CKOPO Thl BOCTOPXKECTBYELlb Hajd CONepPHULEN.

— BOCTOp)KeCTByPO? — ¢ 60A3/1MBbIM COMHEHUEM NOBTOpPUNA OkTasua.

— [a. A pewwnnacb. OH BbICOKOMEPHO 06BbABMUA MHE, YTO OZHA CMEPTb MOXKET NopPBaTb ero cBA3b ¢ AKT3. BoT
06 3TOMN-TO CMEPTU 5 U MOX/IONOMY.

OKTaBus, APO0XKa, 3aKpblia 1MU0.

— He TpeBoxkbca! — ycnokouna ee ArpunnuHa. — IToro TpebyloT HpPaBCTBEHHOCTb, Aobpoaetens, 6aeck
L,e3apCKOro AO0CTOMHCTBA. Mbl HAXOAMMCSA B NOIOKEHUUN IMYHON 0BOPOHbI; TYT NO3BOIMTENbHbI BCAKME CPEACTBa.
PasBe npocnaBneHHbI nctopuent natpmuoT Myuuii CueBona He NPoKpasica TallHO, Kak HaeMHbIM ybuiua, B WwaTep
MopceHbl? Pa3sBe bpyT He yMepTBMA CBOMX CbIHOBEW pagu BEANYMA CBOEN POAMHBLI U KOHCYAbCTBA? lpecTon e
MMnepaTopa Bbilwe U 6ecTalLee BCEro ocTanbHOro B mmpe. CNoBom, Aato emy Tpu Heaenu cpoky. Ecnm go tex
Nop OH He MPOTOHUT CBOK NHOHOBHMLLY, TO YYacTb ee pelueHa. A MPUKaxKy yMepTBUTL ee.

— Paau Bcemoryuiero tOnuTepa, — € yXKacom BCKOYMB, BCKpUYana OkTasus. — Tbl He caenaellb 3TOro, Tbl,
MaTb umnepatopa!

— MNoyemy HeT?
— MNoTomy 4TO... NOTOMY YTO...

— EcTb Nnpepen, — cKkasana ArpunnuHa, — 3a KOTOpbIM 406poTa cTaHOBUTCA HenenocTbto. Koraa A nonagy
Ha cy[ UCTOPUU, MHOTUE U3 MOUX AEAHUI BYAYT OCY»KAEHbl, NOTOMY YTO HONbLLIMHCTBO ¥Ka/IKUX 3aypPAAHbIX N0aeln
OyayLwero He CyMerT MOHATb MEHA WM BO3BbIWEHHbIE MPUYMHBI MOUX MOCTYNKOB. Bce 3To Ana meHA B34op U
b6esgennua; OAHO TOJIbKO MOXKET MpMBEeCTM MeHA B OeleHCTBO: MOKas3aTbCAd CMeWwHol. Tenepb £
npeacTaBuMTeNIbHULA 3aKOHa M YeCcTU MMMNEePaTOPCKOro oMa, U MHe, KaKk rnase cemeictsa, nogobaer bepeub
APEBHIOO CNABY €r0 M YHUUTOXMUTb BUHOBHYIO, 3aNATHABLUYHO 3TOT B/1ecK.

OKTaBMA NogoLwa K Hel.

— [oporaa matb, — TporaTe/IbHO CKa3ana OHa, — MHE MeHbllUe BCEX MPUCTANO 3alUMLWATL 3TY BUHOBHYIO.
Ho coBecTb wWwenyeT MHe: OA4HA /iMWb FOPEecTb O MOEW HABEKW NOTEPsHHOM NobBM fenaeT MeHa TaKou
HEMNPEKNOHHOM B OCYXAEHMM ee; NOCTYNOK e TBOWN Bce-Taku byaet youicteom!

— HasbiBait, Kak xouyewsb! Ho ecan Ko MHe B oM 3abupaeTcsa Bop, YTOObl YKPacTb MOW COKPOBULLA, i UMEHD
npaBo yo6uTh ero.

— Martb, — 3apblgana OKTaBus, — AKT3 BeAb He MOXMTWUAA Y MeHA ero No6BK, NOTOMY YTO COKPOBMLLE 3TO
HUKOr4a He MpUHaanexano MHe. 1 exxeqHEBHO Ha KosieHAx 6aarogapuna 6bl 6Oros, NPUHOCA UM KepTBbl U AaPbl
[0 nocneaHero AMHapus, ecam 6ol Nocne MHOTONETHUX CTapaHWii MHe yAan0Cb OBNALETb ero cepauem, Xxota bbl
Ha O4HY NUWb MUMOETHYIO Heaento! Ho A He xody rpyboro, cyxoro HacuausA, mMaTb. ITO OXKECTOYMT ero euie
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bonblle; OH COYTET MEHA BUHOBHULEM ero yTpaTbl M BO3HEHAaBUAMT MeEHSs, TOrda Kak Tenepb OH TOJIbKO
paBHOAYLIEH KO MHe.

— He onacaitica atoro! — Bo3pasuna ArpunnuHa. — YBEHYAHHOMY MMNEPaTOPCKMM BEHKOM JIerKo
nepexuTb BCAKOe npexogswee rope. Ecnv oH genctBUTenbHO ee NOOWUT, TO, OMNJIaKaB €e, OH TEM CU/bHee
NoYyBCTBYET NOTPEOHOCTb BOCMO/IHUTL CBOKO NOTepto. Toraa Tbl A0/1KHA ObITb NPEKPACHOM, HEXKHOM M 06paTUTL B
CBOIO MOJIb3y HEKOTOPbIE HE COBCEM 3araclumMe BOCMNOMMHAHUA. NycTb CHavyana oH BoobparkaeT, YTo O6HMMAET B
TBOEM JiMLe CBOKO «DOXECTBEHHYIO», KaK OH 30BeT ee. Tbl C Hel NOYTM OAMHAKOBOrO POCTa, WU €ro Mblakas
daHTasns nerko noadactcA obmaHy, NMOKa HAKOHEeL, OH HayyuTca NobUTb AEeNCTBUTENIbHOCTb. Teba Ke OH
NOIOXKUTENIbHO HE MOXKET 3aN0L403PUTb B MOKYLWEHMN Ha AKT3. OH 3HAET, KaK Tbl MOYUTaeLwb 60ro., Kak Tbl pobka
M CKPOMHa. B xyaluem cnydae A NpamMo CKaxKy emy: «fl, TBoa maTb, ocBoboanna teba ot AKTa. MusuHer, OKTasuu
npeKpacHee HexXenn BcA TBOA normbwan BosnobneHHas. Conagmtecb M nocTapaiiTecb NOCKOpee NoAapuTb CBETY
HacnefHWKa npectonal A He cTaHy cepAnTbCA 3@ HENPUATHBINA TUTYN 6abyLIKKM, KOTOPbIM A8 ArpUNNUHLI NOYTU
paBHocuneH 6paHu!» Tenepb cnu, OkTaBuA! Tbl, HaBEPHOE, YCTaNa HE MEHbLLE MEHS.

— Her, HerT, a He oTnyuwy Tebsa! — Bckpuyana OKTaBMA, OCTaHaBAMBaAA yxoAuBLLyto ArpunnuHy. — O, Tbl He
3Haewb ero! He gymai, 4to ¢ HMM Tak nerko cnpaButbcsa! EcanM oH ee AENCTBUTENIbHO JIIOOUT — KaK A Toro
onacalwcb, — TO pafu Hee OH BCTYNUT B 6opbby CO BCEMM 3€MHbIMU CUNAMU. A eCin Tbl TaHO YHUUTOXKULLb TY,
KOTOpPYO OH 6OroTBOPUT, TO... Aa CMUAYETCA Hag, BCemMM Hamu muaocepabii HOnuTtep! OH coTpeT B npax meHs,
TebAa u Becb Pum B 6e3mepHOCTM cBoeli MyKU. B KOpOTKoe Bpems, MoKa OH Oblal MOMM Cynpyrom, A ycnena
NnoaMeTUTb BCIO CTPaLLHY0 ryBuHy ero cTpacTeid. [ywa ero noaHa cambiX pasHOO6pPa3HbIX YyBCTB: B HEWN XKUBYT
pagom reHun gobpa M 3na, cyacTbe M HecyacTbe, BOMKeCTBO M Bcepaspyllatouiee uygosuile. A 6biia 6bl
b6na)keHHelWwen n3 e, ecam 6bl cyapbba No3BOIMIA MHE PasBUTb M YKPEMUTb B HEM BCE BO3BbILUEHHOE WU
6naropogHoe U Hascerga 3adylMTb AeMOHOB TbMbl. BorM, No HeMcnoseaMMoOMy NPUroBOPY, OTKa3anu MHe B
3TOM; AKT3 Ke, KaK BMAHO, 3TO yAanocb. OCTaBb Ke MHE MO KECTOKYI FOpecTb, €C/U TO/IbKO OH CYacT/MB U
ecnm cemeHa beccmepTHbIX AeAHWI NPOLBETAOT B €ro Aylue.

AI'pMI'IFIVIHa CMOTpesia Ha Hee Tynbim, HENMOHMMAKWMM B3rAg0M, KakK 6y,EI,TO OkKrasuA roBopusia Ha
CapMaTCKOM U/ TOTCKOM A3blKe.

— Al He NoHUMmato Te6ﬂ, — C OTY4aAHMEM NOoXKaB nNaie4yamu, CKka3asla OHa HaKOHeL,.

— Ecnn 6bl Tbl ntobuna ero CTo/NIbKO, CKOMIbKO i, Tbl MOHANA 6bl meHA. Tbl ToT4ac 6bl 3acTaBuna ero
3amonyaTtb, yBena 6bl ero noA KakMm-Hubyab npepnorom u m3basuaa 6bl MeHA OT 3Tol MyKu. O, yto 1A
BbicTpagana! Kakoe mydyeHbe BblN0 CAbllaTb, KaK OH CyxX0 M NMOBE/NUTENIbHO AonpaluvBan Tebs, npeHebperas
MHOW, €ro XeHoW, A0 TaKOM CTEMEHU, YTO B MOEM MPUCYTCTBUM 3aLLMLLAN CBOIO BO3/1t06AEHHY!IO!

— Hy BOT BMAMLIbL CaMa, Kak OHa BpeauT Tebe, 3Ta oTBpaTUTEeIbHaA 3mes! BOT 3TO-TO A U XOUy YyCTPaHUTL!
MpaBo, Tbl TaK paccTpoeHa...

— HeT. Mou mbican AcHbl... TO, YTO A ceityac ckasana, 6bin TONbKO BOMN/b, HEBOJIbHO BbIPBABLLMIACA U3 MOETO
M3MY4YeHHOro cepaua. AKT3 Tep3aeT MeHsa A0 6e3ymus, Ho BCe-Taku Tbl He J0/KHa ybueaTb ee! MoOKNAHUCL MHe B
3TOM TeM, UTo a1 Tebs cesleHHee Bcero! MHave s He Byay 3HaTb NoKos! MHaue A cuio e MUHYTY Noiay K Hemy
W Bblgam emy TBOe HamepeHue!

B yepTax MmnepaTpuLbi-MaTepPM BbipasmMnock 6esrpaHNYHOEe HerogoBaHuMe.

— Y 1ebA HaTypa pabblHK, — C THEBOM BOCK/IMKHY/1a OHa. — KTo, nogo6HO Huliemy, 6pocaeTcs Ha Nbl/IbHYIO
[0pPOry, He A0MKEH YAUBAATLCA, €CN ero 3aTonyyT.

— A nay K Hemy, — npowenTtana OKTaBKUA, NPOTATMBAA PYKY K HaKMAKe.

— XopoLwo, — mpayHo npounsHecna ArpunnuHa, yBnaas, YTo OHa pellnaacb, — A NOKAAHYCb Tebe...
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— CBHU.I,EHHEVILLIMM M BbiCLUMM Ha Hebe 1 Ha 3emne! — noackasana OkTasuA.

— Moei1 BnacTbio Hag mmpom! — nonpasuaa ee ArpunnuHa c Besi4aBbiM ABUXKEHMEM. — TOM, O KOTOPOW
Tbl NPOCULLb, He ByaeT caenaHo HUKakoro Bpeaa. Ho A Hagetck, Tbl cornacuiubea Ha To, YTobbl A ynoTpebuna Bce
CWbl ANA PACTOPXKEHWUS 3TOM CBA3M KaKMM-HMBYyAb cnocobom. Ecnm Tbl Tak paBHoOAyWHa K camon cebe,
npekpacHo! [na MeHAa e, Ana maTepu MMNepaTopa, 3TO — TMOHoweHue, U A byay AeNCTBOBATb, KaK MHe
noAcKaxeT Moe JO0CTOMHCTBO.

M oHa ywia He NPpoCTUBLLUUCD.
CMle\;ICKMﬁ KOBEp measieHHO 3aK0/1biXasicA Haa ABEPLIO.
CN\epTeano N3My4yeHHanA OkTasuA 6pOCM/'IaCb Ha KOJZ1IEHWN U HaYa/1la MOJINTbCA.

— MunocepgHasa maTepb BCE/IEHHOMW, — LWeNnTanu ee Aposkawme rybbl, — MOKPOBUTENbHUL KEHLUMH
lOHOHa, CKanbca Hago MHon! A nobuna ero BcemMu CMAaMM AywM € CaMOrO Hayana U C My4YMTeNbHbIM
camoobiagaHMemM ocTaBanacb HEMa M X0I04Ha, Kenaa youTb Hageay B moem 60A31MBO 6uBLIEMCA cepaue. A
NOTOM HACTYMWA KOPOTKMI BNAXKEHHbIM COH, KOrAa MHE KaxK40e MrHOBEHME XOTeN0oCb KPUKHYTb: «He Bepb moen
xonogHoctu! Begb A NOYTU yMUpalo OT ropAaYvein Hesblpasumol ntoben! Beab TONbKO OTTOro, YTO MHeE CTbIAHO
MOWX [ONTMX COMHEHWHW, TONbKO OTTOrO0 OGna)KeHHO MOoe 3amMupatollee cepAle, OHO TOYHO MPWUAABAEHO
CBUHUO0BbIM 6pemeHem!» BbiTb MoOXeT, ecnm Bbl A BbicKa3ana Torga BCE, YTO KMMENO B MOEN TPyAaM... YrKacHasA
Mbic/ib!

OHa onyctuia rosioBy n ee poCKowWHble CBET/NI0-KalWlTaHOBbIE BO/10OCbI BOJIHOM paccbinaancb NO NpeKpacHbIM
nne4vyam.

— Mwunocepgas KOHOHa, — MOAMAACb OHA, — NPOCTU MEHS, eC/X B CBOEN rAymnoW HeNOoBKOCTM A caenana
ownbky! Ckanbca Hago mHo! Ucuenn moe cmepTeNbHO paHEHHOEe cepAle OT BCeMnoXKupatowen Nobsu, NoTywm
ee, KaK BEeTepOK TYLLUMT CBeYy, Uau Aall MHe CUNy BEPHYTb KO MHe moero Knasgusa HepoHa! Al He mory BbIHOCUTL
3TOro Aosbuie. Kaxkaylo HoYb OPOLLAto A Ce3aMn MOE OAMHOKOE JI0XKE, a YyTb 3abPe3KMTCA AeHb, A CNPaLLMBato
cebs: YTO MHe B 3TOM HOBOM CUAIOLLEM JAHE, eC/IM OH HUYEro He U3MEHUT? YMUIoCepauch Hafo MHOM, n3basb
MEHS OT MOEW rpbi3yLLei TOCKK, U A Byay A0 KOHLA KU3HM NpoCciaBnaTb Teba!

OHa BCTana, HEMHOTO yTeleHHasn.

— Cwuna npupogpl! — Kak 6bl BO CHe npolwenTana oHa. — YTo pacckasbiBasl OH MHE O CWUJie MPUpPOoAbl U ee
TAWHCTBEHHbIX Lensax? OnuTtep He pasparkaeTca rpomamum u Amyp He NMycKaeT CTpes, HO BCe-Taku, BO BCEX Bellax
CKpbiBaeTcs 60XecTBo, a Nt0b0OBb Camoe MOryLecTBEHHOe U AeUcTBUTeNbHOoe M3 boxkecTB. Koraa myKumHa m
YEHLLMHA BOCNIAaMEHSAIOTCA B3aMMHOW CTPacTbio, 3TO NMPOUCXOAUT BO UMSA CKPbITOrO BCEMOTYLLEro Ayxa u ans
BbINO/IHEHWUSA €r0 HENOCTUKUMbIX Lene...

OHa notepna cebe nob.

— [la, Aa, OH roBOPWA TaK, UK NOXOXKE Ha 3TO... My)KuMHa Nt06UT B 0603KaeMoM KeHWuHe byayliee AnTaA 1
OTTOrO0 — XOTAl OH TO/IbKO CMYTHO 3TO YYBCTBYET — OH C TaKMM FOpsSYMM YMOPCTBOM NPUBA3bIBAETCA K TOM,
KOoTopas obellaeT eMy KpacuBelLWeEro U coBeplueHHelwero pebeHkKa...

OHa 3aKpblna pyKamu 3apaesLueeca nuo.

— lope, rope mHe! — npogosKana oHa. — Ecnm 6bl A morna Tenepb NofaTtb eMy Hagexay, 4YTo OH
caenaetca OTUOM, YTO Yy Hero byaeT pebeHOK, MOXOXMi Ha Hero, Aa, Torga.. HeT, — nocne KopoTKoW naysbl
BCKpMYasia oHa, — MoW pebeHOK HUKoraa He yaoBAeTBopun 6bl ero. 3To He bblno 6bl AUTS ero meytaHuii. Ho
ecnun 6bl AKTa... O, A HecyacTHeMWan U3 XKeHWwmH!

CoBeplUeHHO M3HEMOXEHHas, OHa ONyCcTMAach B KPecno.
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Yepes HEKOTOpPOE BpemMa B ABEPb CNasibHU ABYKPATHO NOCTY4Yasucb, U Ha 0T3biB OKTaBuu Bownun dunnuc u
oTnyuweHHnUa PaboHus.

Moxunana PaboHusa 6pocnna Ha OKTaBMIO BOMPOCUTE/bHbIA B3r/A4, Ha KOTOPbIM MMNepaTpuua OTBeTMAa
NErkMM HaK/NoHeHWem ronosbl. OTNyLEHHULA 0BKO M TUXO cHANa ¢ OKTaBUKM ofexay, mexay Tem Kak dunnumc
pa3BA3blBafaa el caHaannn, CHUMana bpacneTbl U BbIHUMana U3 rycTbiX BOIOC 30/10Tbl€ LWUNUAbKK. PaboHus cBuna
€e BO/IOCbl Y3/IOM W He MOTNa yAep»KaTbCs, YTobbl He Bblpa3uTb BOCXWULLEHMSA Mepej HecpaBHEHHOW KpacoTou
AYLWKUCTbIX NpAaen.

— Thl xo4elwb MNopagoBaTb MeHA TBOEN HEBMHHOW NecTblo? — cKasana Mo/iodas umnepatpuua. —
Bnarogapto Tebs 3a f06poe HamepeHue.

Mocne Toro Kak OKTaBMA npuHANa OObIYHYIO BaHHY B coceAHel KomHaTte, duanauc yganunacb C
LEepPeMOHHbIM MOKAOHOM. PaboHMA Ke, YNOXUB CBOK MPEKPacHYl MNoBenuTeNnbHULY B MOCTe/lb, cama aerna
nepes ee N0XeM Ha pPa3oCTNaHHbIN KoBep.

lfonybosaTasa fnamna pasnuBana nevasnbHblit cBeT Ha 61eAHble 4YepTbl CTPadasnuubl, OT 3aKPbITbiX a3
KOTOpPO elle AoNro 6exkan CoH, Mexay Tem Kak PaboHuA AaBHO yKe 3acHyna.
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YacTb BTOpan

nasal

[Be Hepenu cnycta B paboyem KabuHeTe dnasua CueBMHA CULENM LWIECTb YEI0BEK, MOFPYKEHHbIE B TUXYIO
beceay. 310 6blAKN: x03aMH Aoma, ero cynpyra MeTenna, bapea CopaHuii, Tpasea [1a1, 6orataa erMnTAHKa
dnNMXapuc U rocyaapCTBEHHbIN cOBETHMK AHHelt CeHekKa.

M3-3a cBOEro ynopHoro NpoTMBOAENCTBUA KaKMM Bbl TO HU BbIN0 HACUALCTBEHHbIM Mepam MPOTMB HOHOWM
BO3/1t06/1eHHON MmnepaTopa CeHeKka OKOHYaTe/lbHO MOTEPAA Pacno/IoKeHUe UmMMepaTpulibl-matepu, KoTopas
yrnoTpebuna Bce ctapaHus, YToBbl INLLUTL €ro BAMATENbHOIO MOJIOXEHUA NpKU ABope.

Bonpekn cBoeil TeopuMM O BCEMOrYLLECTBE CTPEeM/IeHU NPUPOAbl, Bblparkaswemca B /06BM Tem
pelwunTenbHee, 4Yem YMNopHee Kasanacb npuBA3aHHOCTb, CeHeKa cuyMTan CTpacTb Le3apsa Npexosamnm
yBieYEHMEM, KOTOPOE B KOHLE KOHL0B MUHYyeT 6e3 Bpeaa AN AyXOBHOro pa3BuTMAa HepoHa, eciv ero ocTaBAaT B
NMOKOeE; B NMPOTUBHOM e C/Ty4ae MOMKHO OblI0 OXKUAATb CaMbIX HEMPUATHBIX NOCAEACTBUN.

ArpynnuHa noka euwie onacanacb nNpuberHyTb K KpaliHocTM K, oboigsacb 6e3 CeHeku, NpuBeCTM B
WCMOSIHEHNE CBOW N/aHbl MO cOBCTBEHHOMY YCMOTpeHuio, B0 caep:kaHHoe, 6esynpeyHo 6naropasymHoe
nosegeHne HepoHa nocne TAXenoro o6bACHEHUA, TaK e KaK BeCbMa CKpOMHOe nosefeHue AKT3 BHywwanu en
W3BECTHYIO [OH0 YBAKEHMA.

Cnosa HeyacTHoM OKTaBMU, BbITb MOMKET, TaK}Ke He 6blan 3abbITbl elo.

Tem He meHee rocyaapCcTBEHHbIN COBETHMK CYMTas, UTO 6IM3UTCA BPeMsA, KOr4a BO3MOXKHO byaeT HaKkoHel,
C/IOMUTb BbICOKOMEpPME ArpuUnmnuHbl.

— Opy3ba, — roBopua CBOMM 3aAylieBHbIM rosiocom Tpasea [3T, — No mMoOeMy MHEHUIO, ecnu Henb3A
HemMe/JIEHHO YroBopUTb HepoHa Ha peLlnTenbHbI NOCTYMNOK, TO Mbl A0/IKHbI AeMCTBOBaTb CAMOCTOATE/IbHO, XOTSA
M C BeAMYaMLLE CHUCXOAUTENbHOCTbIO. be3borkHoe HanageHne Ha Pnasus CueBMHa B €ro cagy [A0OKasasio Ham,
yTo ybuiiua umnepatopa Knasgma n bputaHHUKa He n3bblna cBOEro N03opHOro KoBapcTea. Ecnm AHHen CeHeka, C
Camoro Hava/a 3HaBLMIi 06 3TUX NPecTynaeHnsx, 40 CUX Nop eLle He YCTPaHWUA 3104€eKY, TO eAUHCTBEHHO NNLLb
N3 yBaXeHnAa K novYtutesibHOMy CbiHY, He noao3peBaBllIeMYy O CBATOTATCTBEHHbLIX AeAHUAX cBoem maTepu. Ho
HepoH, no-sngmumomy, Bce 6onblie 1 60/blue 0TAANAETCA OT rocyAapCTBEHHbIX 3aHATUNA. ArpMnnmHa GaKTUYECcKu
OCTaeTcas eANHONUYHOW NPaBUTENbHULEN M, BMECTE C HEMHOTMMM Pa3yMHbIMM Mepamu, OHa npuberaer K
oTBpaTUTE/IbHEelMLWeMy NPOU3BOY BCIOAY, FAe 3TO el NpeACcTaBAAETCS BbIFrOAHbIM.

— 370 npasaal — Bckpuyanm Bmecte MeTtenna v erMnTAHKa nuxapuc.

— B ocobeHHOCTM e, — npogosKan Tpasea 13T, — BO3MYTU/IO MEHS NO30PHOE MOKyleHue Ha Pnasus
CueBuHa. 1 npomonyan, Kak A Mo4y NOBClOAY, FAe CN0Ba NpeXAeBpeMeHHbl. Ho MHe TOTYacC ¥Ke CTasno ACHO, YTo
TAMHCTBEHHbIN yAap KWHXKanom 6bl1 OTBETOM ArpUNMUHbI Ha MaTPUOTUYECKMIA TOCT Hallero NpPeBOCXOLHOro
Apyra. MHoro Hegenb nponexkan ®nasuin CuesuH Ha ogpe 6one3HU. Tenepb OH 340Pp0B H61aroLapsa UCKYCCTBY ero
yectHoro MNoamxumumsa. C cornacua dnaeus, A NPUrNacKA Bac cloda, M60 MHe KaXKeTca, YTo 40T ApYK6bl, paBHO
Kak 1 Nt060Bb K poAnHe, NpesnucbiBatoT Ham B3rIAHYTb NPAMO B INLLO TATOCTHOMY MOJIOXKEHWUIO.

— Tbl He coMHeBaeLbCA OTHOCUTE/IbHO BUHOBHOIO nmu,a? - 06paTVII'ICF| K HEMY Eapea COpaHMﬁ.
— Becb cBeT wenyeT, YTO NpecTynHUUa — AFpMI’II’IMHa.

— A roe goKasaTenbcTBa? 1 HEHaBUXKY NPE3PEHHYI0 KEeHLWMHY, HO A Apyr cnpaBeanmBocTu. U peub TBOSA
He[oCTaToOYHO MeHs yberkaaer.
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— MNoyemy? — cnpocun MarT.

— A NOHMMaIo NMPUUMHBI, NobyamsLine ArpunnuHy nsbasuTtbea oT umnepatopa Knasgma. OH ANYHO Bbin e
NPOTUBEH, BEYHO HaA0eAan eil CBOeW YYEeHOCTbIO, N €CAN AeNCTBUTE/IbHO OH YMep, NMOeB OTPaB/IeHHbIX rpUMBoB, To
A roToB NOBepwUTb, BYATO OHa CKasana npu 3Tom: «pubbl — KyllaHbe, NpeBpaLlatollee noaei B 6oros». Bece ato
MHE MOHATHO, XOTA A CYMTAI0 3TO HU3KMUM U ragknum. NOoTOM OHa BAMNA OTPaBAEHHYIO BOAY B BUHO 61aropoaHoro
BpuTaHHMKa. M 34ech A A0/KEeH AOMYCTUTL LenecoobpasHocTb ee nobyKAeHWI, OCHOBaHHbIX Ha Yyectontobun
6eccoBeCTHOMN MeHWMHbl. Ho 8 He Mory NOCTUTHYTb NPUYKNH, 3aCTaBUBLUNX €e HEMEA/IeHHO NOCATHYTb Ha KWU3Hb
®nasua CueBnHa U3-3a HECKOJIbKUX CNOB, B CYLLLHOCTU, BbIBLLMX INLLIb HAMEKOM Lie3apto Ha TO, YTO OH Bo/iblie He
ANTA. Henb3s ke CTpenaTb B MTUL, U3 MeTaTelbHbIX CHapAA0B.

Hactynuna naysa.

— 37, — cHoBa 3aroBopun ®nasnit CuEBMH, — Tbl €LLEe paHblUe AeNan MHe pasHble HAMEKW, HO Bpauu He
no3BonsAaAn Ham becenoBaTb nNpexae, Yem A NONPaBAOCb coBcem. fl nonarato, 4to Tebe M3BeCTHO Bosble, Yem
nogospesaeT bapea CopaHuit. Tak roBopu e Tenepb OTKPOBEHHO, ANS TOro, 4Ytobbl Apy3bA HalM, a B
0COBEHHOCTM rocy4apcTBEHHbIN COBETHWMK, y3HaNM Bce, 6e3 yTaliku.

— OxO0THO, — BoO3pasun [at. — A yXke xoTen 3TO cAenatb, KOrda MeHA OCTaHOBWA KpPacHOPEeYyunBo
noAYepKHyTbIN cKenTuumam apyra bapea. CeHeKa He yaMBUTCA, TaK Kak OH 3HaeT HpaBbl MMMepaTpuubl U ee
Heoby34aHHO KMUY/IMBLIN XapaKTep.

— [enctButenbHo, — noarteepamMn CeHeKa, — ee Aep30CTb C KaxkablM [AHem CcTaHoBuTca Bce 6onee
yrposkatowei. fl npoctmn e npownoe paau HepoHa M MOTOMY, UYTO CHMTAKD MPUAMYHBIM AAA WCTUHHOMO
¢dunocoda bbITb CTPOrMM K camomy cebe M CHUCXOAWUTENbHbIM K Apyrum. OgHaKo mpuviina nopa nperpagutb
6YPHbIN NOTOK, MHAYe OH 3a/bET BCO CTPaHY CBOMMM AbIMALLMUMUCA KPACHBIMU BOSTHAMM.

— BoT A0 Yero mbl AOWAN C HalWMMK Hagexaamu! — s3poxHyn dnasuit CuesuH. — Mbl 40WAM A0 3TOrO
Mof CKUMNETPOM KPOTKOro, YesioBevyHOro HepoHa, CTPaCcTHOrO MOKAOHHWMKA WMCKYCCTB, BOCTOPMKEHHOro Apyra
npupoapl, o6aaaatoWero Avb OAHUM HeAOoCTaTKOM — C/IMWKOM FOpAYo MPMBA3LIBAaTbCA KO BCEMY, YTO €ero
BAOXHOB/AET.

— Mbl 3ax0AMM B NOCTOPOHHIO 06/1aCTb, — 3aMeTU/1 MpadHbliii bapea. — 3T xoTen coobWmnTb Ham CBOM
HabnogeHus.

— WtaKk, mon poporoit ®nasuit CueBuH, — Hauyan Tpasea, — NPECTYNNeHME, COBEpLIEHHOe Hafg Toboit
uMnepaTpuLen-maTepbio, ObIIO NULWb HANOJOBUHY MOJAUTUYECKOE W, KaK TaKOBOE, OHO OKa3a/ioCb KpaiHe
6e3paccyaHbIM U NpeXAeBpeMeHHbIM, MO0 OHO 3aCTaBUIO KaxKA0ro U3 Hac CNOKOMHO M YBEPEHHO CMOTPETL B
rnasa BUCALEN HAZ HALLMMW FrOJ10BaMKM ONACHOCTU U C ABOMHOM SHEpPrMeit NPUCTYNUTb K OCYLLECTBIEHUIO HALIMUX
nnaHoB. M3 TBOero Tocta OHa NOHSAA, YTO M Tbl, KOTOPOrO OHa CYMUTANA HaMNOJOBMHY OobpaleHHbIM, byaewb
KaMHeM B CTEHe, BO34,BMIAaeMON NPOTUB Hee APEBHUM, HENObeAUMbIM PUMCKUM AyxoM. B npunazke BHe3anHoro
pasgparkeHUs OHA MOr/a PEeWnTbCA YCTPaHUTb TebA, U KaK MOXHO ckopee. Ho pasapakeHue 370 He 6blno 6Obl
CTonb 6e3mepHo, ecnn 6bl OTO, KOTOPOMY HECKO/IbKO AHel TOMy Has3ag OHa TaMHO npej/araja CBOo
61arocKNOHHOCTb, HO He A06uaacb HUYEro, KPOME BENKIMBbLIX YBEPTOK (3TO MHe paccKasana [lonnes), He
YNIbIBHYNCA € TaKUM YA0BO/ILCTBUEM MPU STOM TOCTE. ITO NPOU3BESNO B3PbIB.

— Ho KTO e 3HaeT, Yemy OH ynblbHyACcA? — npepBan ero bapea. — BbiTb MOXKET, KpacMBbIM popMam CBOEM
YeHbl UK BeCCTbIAHON PoXKuLLe ALEPPOHUN.

— He ropauucb, goctoliHbii CopaHuii, — npogonkan MNat. — Bce paBHO, yemy 6bl HU ynblbHYACcs OTo. PakT
TOT, YTO OH YNbIOHYACS, YTO MMMepaTpMLL 3aMeTUNa ero yabloKy M OTHECNa ee K CBOeMY 3aTpyAHUTE/IbHOMY
NONOXEHUI. 1 NpPeKpacHO BMAEN, Kak oHa nobaegHena npu 3ToM, CTO/Ib MHOTOKPATHO YNOMUHaeMol yablbke,
MexAay Tem Kak ®nasuii yKe AaBHO NMPOM3HEC CBOM CamMble pe3Kue cnoBa. B Hell BCKMMen rHeB OTBEpPrHyToM,
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Xaraylien ntobBu KeHwuHbl. OHa xoTena nokasaTb OTO, OT KOTOPOro OHAa BCe-TaKW He 0TKasasach, YTo BbinagaeT
Ha [0/110 AeP3KOMY Harneuy, OCMEeIMBALWEMYCA OCKOPOsSTb NPeKpaCcHEeNLYO KeHLWnHY Puma, Kakon oHa cebs
cymTaert.

— 'm! — nposopyan CeHekKa.
NMocne KopoTKkoro monyanma Tpasea 3T npogonxan:

— Al TOTYaC 3aMeTU, YTO OHA UYTO-TO 3aMblLLNAET. BbiTb MOMKET, 3TUM BbICTPbIM HaKa3aHUEM ell B3yManocb
nopasuTb BAOBNEHHOro B cBoto KeHy OTo. CI0BOM, BOCMO/1b30BaBLIMCL NEPBbIM YA0OHbIM MFHOBEHMEM, OHA
nopyymnia cBoemy tobMMomMy rsapaeiily MCNOAHUTb TO, YTO NMPOM3OLLJIO C TaKOM Yy»Kacalollel JIOBKOCTbIO, HO,
6narogapeHue 6oram, 6e3 npeanonaraBIMXCa NOCAEACTBUNA.

— fl TakKe BMAeNa MUHYTHY0 Beceay MmnepaTpuLlpbl C OAHMM U3 LEHTYPUOHOB, — 3ameTuna Metenna. —
MHe 3TO NOKa3anoCb HeNPWAMYHbLIM, HO A Nogymana, YTo Aef0 UAET AUlb O NoBOBHOW HeXHOCTU. Mbl 3Haem
yepes lNonneto, 4To ArpMnnuHa He MMeeT npeapaccyakos B Bbibope N060BHUKOB. Buepa 3TO 3HaTHbIN OHOLWA,
CerofiHA — POoC/bI conaaT: BOT ee AobpoaeTesibHble 0bblyaun.

— Ho oHa YMeeT CKpblBaTb BCE 3TO, — CKa3aJla ermntAHKa 3HMX3pMC. — Mo KpaVIHeVI mepe 00 MEHA, KaK A
HU npucaywmneanacCb noscoay, HM pa3sy eue He A0XO04MN/TN PaCCKa3bl O €€ NPUKIIYEHUAX.

— O noaobHbIx Belax 60nTaTb 66110 6bl HEOCTOPOXKHO, — ycmexHyAcs MaT. — Ho Toraa ny6anMyHomn TanHoi
6bIN10 ee NosiHoe 61aroBosIeHME K LLeHTYPUOHY ManneHy, KoTopbii U gocese, B U3BECTHbIE Yacbl MOC/e NoJIYHOUH,
OfEPKMM 6E3YMHOMN MeuTon, ByATO OH, HUYTOXKHbIN CoNaaT, NoBesieBaeT NoBennTeNbHuLeln Puma.

— Bce 310 HMYero He goKasbiBaeT, — BCKpuyan bapea COpaHMVI. — YBepAw Bac, 4YTO 40 TOF0O MFHOBEHMSA,
Korga mbl ycabixanm Kpuk CueBuHa, LEHTYPUOH He MOKMAAN CBOEro MecTa No3agn 0K ero nosBeanTeibHULbI.

— MpeBocxoaHo, — Bo3pasua Ma1. — Ho moli BeyHbln nopuuatenb bapea CopaHuUit He XO4eT AOMNyCTUT,
yTOObl B MPOAO/KEHME KPAaTKMX MIHOBEHMWI, MPOTEKLWMX MENKAY Pa3roBOPOM MmMepaTpuubl ¢ FananeHom wm
NOCTPOEHMEM CTPAXKM BOKPYr JIOXKWU, NOAOOHOE MopyyeHMe BecbMa Nerko morno bbiTb nepegaHo Aasnblue, U
JIMYHOMY €ro UCMOSIHUTENI0 BPYYEH KMHXKAN, YTO AEUCTBUTENIbHO U CAYYNNIOCh HAa MOUX COBCTBEHHDIX rNa3ax.

— KoHeuHo, 370 BecbMa BaKHoe CBUAEeTeNbCTBO, — oTBeyvan CopaHuii. — Ho Bce-TaKku A NpUHyKAaato cebn
COMHEBaTbCA A0 Tex NOop, NMOKa eCTb XOTb Majenwwas BO3MOXHOCTb MHOFO WCTO/IKOBaHWUA. Heyxenun Bce,
cneayoliee ogHO 3a APYrMm, A0IKHO MMETb Mexay coboin OCHOBHYIO €BA3b? He Tepalt TepneHune, Tpasea MNat! A
TONbKO Pa3BMBal0 MO Maer. Bo Bcem ocTasibHOM A AOBEPAID TBOEW UCMbITAHHOW MPOHULATENbHOCTM Fopasno
bonblue, yem Moen.

— [axe He Bepa B MO0 TaK Ha3biBaEMYO MPOHULATENBHOCTb, Tbl AOIXKEH Obla Obl NOBEPUTL MOMM C/I0BaM
NnpaBAMBOro YenoBeKa. fl He TONbKO MOAO03PEBalo, A 3HAt0, YTO youiua — ArpunnuHa. 1 3To y3Han OT KEHLMHbI,
NPWCYTCTBOBaBLUEM Ha NPasAHUKE M AOCTAaTOMHO 6AM3KON K ArpunnuHe, 4Tobbl U3y4nTb ee cBOMCTBA. KeHWMHa
3Ta Halu/a Aaxe opyame NOKYLWEHUA — KUHXKa, MPU3HaAHHbIN el 33 COBCTBEHHOCTb MMMepaTpPULLbl-MaTepHU.

— Knanycb F'epkynecom, Tenepb A moady! — BockankHyn CopaHui.
— KT0 3Ta }KeHLWMHA? — eaMHOINACHO CNPOCU/IM BCE.

— fl He mory Ha3BaThb ee.

— anb, — 3ameTtun dnasuit CueBuUH.

— Ho a goragpbiBatocb, — cKasana Metenna.

— lae e Hawna oHa KUHXan? — cnpocun bapea CopaHuii.

— OyeBMAHO, Ha MecTe MpecTynieHus, Koraa yéuiiua 6pocun ero, — otsevan CeHeka. — Ho ecam s mory
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AaTb BaM COBET, TO BOT OH: byaem AymaTb O TOM, YTO NPEeACTOUT, a HE O TOM, YTO NPOLLNO. ArpunnmnHa NocTaBuia
cebAa BHe 3aKOHa: 3TO HECOMHEeHHOo. Ho byab OHa TaK »Ke yncTa, Kak borobossnmeas NdureHns, sce-Takn 6aaro
umnepun notpebosano bbl ee CBEPKEHUA C NPECTO/IA. A FOBOPIO KCBEPKEHUA», OO HUKTO /lydlle MEHA He 3HaeT,
HaCKO/NIbKO OHa B [AEWCTBUTENbHOCTM MMMepaTpuua, Mexay TeM Kak HepoH, moi uygHblii, 603KecTBeHHO-
OJAPEHHbIN YYEHUK, AEPHKUT B CBOUX PYKax OAMH SMLb Npu3pak Bnactu. CHayana 3To 6bl10 Noe3HO; TEMEPD XKe
Bce 6s1aropoaHblie pUMIAHE BO3MYLLEHbI TEM, YTO C1aBHOM MMnepuein ABrycta npaBuUT KeHLWMHa, 43 K TOMY Xe
elle TariHaa ntoboBHULA NpeTopuaHueB. C Kaxaol Heaenell onacHOCTb A/1A rocyAapcTea Bo3pacraer. XoTuTe n
Bbl [0XUTb A0 TOro, 4tobbl ArpunnuHa, B CBOEM BCE CWJIbHEE Pa3ropalollemca 4Yectonobum, nocrynuaa c
POAHbLIM CbIHOM TaK e, Kak C CBOMM NacbiHKOM BpuTaHHMKOM? [lo TOro, YTo OHa 3aKHYUT Le3aps B LEeNU Uamu
YMepTBUT ero pagu cBoboaHOro pasryna C reapAaenuamu m 6e3»KanocTHOro BbiCAaCbiBaHUSA KPOBU M3 PUMCKOTO
Hapoza, NnogobHo A40BUMTOMY NayKy? A BUXKY ee neped cobol, 1, NpaBo, OHa NMOXOAUT Ha YyAOBULLHOIO Nayka. B
LEeHTpe ee nayTuHbl cTouT ManaTtuHym. Bce »Ke ocTasibHble HUTWU, 40 KPaWHWX NpeaesioB, yCesHbl CongaTtamu,
KYNJIeHHbIMM €lo Ha boraTcTBa HalmMxX NPOBUHUMI. OHa CTPEMUTCS NPABUTb MUPOM U3 CBOEW CMasibHU; OHA NbCTUT
BCEMY CeHaTy, Ha cayyaihh ecnan baneapckuMe CTpesikM OTKaXKyT el B CBOMX CBMHLOBbIX CHapsagax. [opbKo
pacKaunBatocb i B TOM, YTO Obln TaK YCTYNUYMB CHayana M 4To, yBepeHHbIM B cnocobHocTax HepoHa, s cam nomoran
yBeINYMBaTb BIMAHNE HEHABUCTHOM XKEHLLMHbI.

OH ocTaHoOBUACA.

3HaMEHUTbI OPaTOP HUKOrAA eLle He FOBOPWI C TaKol ybeanTeIbHOM CUJION BbIPaXKeHUI U KeCTOB.
Hy»HO, 04HaKo, CO3HATbCA, YTO ero Becbma BA0XHOBAsANA 3a60oTa o cobcTBeHHOM bnare.

LUINMoH goHec emy, KaK ¥eCcTKO BblCKa3anacb ArpunnuHa o Hem 1 ero NoBeAeHUn oTHoCcUTeIbHO HepoHa.

Tenepb cnefoBano npeaynpeamTs MMNepaTpULLy-maTb, €CIM OH He XOTeN NoTepATb Urpy. TOT e WNUOoH —
rpeyeckuii pab, KOTOPOro OH OAHaXKAbl cnac OT rHeBa ArpuMnnMHbI CBOMM KPOTKMM BMeLLaTeNbCTBOM, — Kpome
TOro, COOBLMA EMY O TOM, YTO FOBOPU/IOCH MEKAY FOHBIM MMMEPATOPOM M ero MaTepblo 06 oTnyweHHUUe AKT3, 1
CeHekKa, CO CBOEW CTOPOHbI, CAeNan NOMbITKY OTCOBETOBATb Lie3apto NOAAEPKMUBATb 3Ty CBA3b.

B aToMm cnyyae, To ecTb eciv 6bl HepoH cornacuaca obysaatb cebs, Apy3bsa Tpasea MaTa Hawau 6bl B Le3ape
CUbHYIO NoAAep:KKy. Ho, K HecyacTblo, OKa3asocb, YTO Ha coAelcTBME BAOHGNEHHOrO HOHOWW Henb3A 6bino
paccumTbiBaTb. BcneacTBue 3TOro 3aroBOPLUMKM  6blIM IMILEHBI MOTYLLECTBEHHEWLIEro pblyara, KOTOPbIN
HENPUMETHO CABUHYN Bbl C MX MNyTU ThbicAdy 3aTpyaHeHuiA. C MOMOLLBbIO MOIOAOrO MMNepaTtopa yAaneHue
ArpunnuHbl Morio 6bl NPON30ATN 6e3 BCAKOTO LWyMa, AaKe NoJ BUAOM A06pOBONLHOIO OTpeyeHus. Tenepb XKe,
NpW CYLLECTBYIOLLMX 06CTOATENbCTBAX, BECbMa BEPOATHO 6bIN0, YTO NPUAETCA NPUBETHYTL K HACUAMIO.

B npogonskeHue ceoeit peun CeHeKa B3AACA YKasaTb Hambonee AOCTYMHble MyTU AAA TaKOro Hacuaua.
Mpeae Bcero, OH yKasaa Ha HeOBXOAMMOCTb NPMB/IEYb Ha CTOPOHY 3aroBOPLUMKOB HavasbHUKa NpPeTopuaHLEes
Byppa, a 3aTem 1 reapamio.

[o cux nop HepoH akKypaTHO BbIMNJAYMBaNA KajoBaHbe MpeTopuaHLaMm, NpU Cay4vae yaBavBas U [arke
yTpauBas 3Ty naary.

Crapasncb yKpenutb CBOE roCMoACTBO, MMMepaTpuLa-maTb 13 CoOBCTBEHHbIX CPeACTB MaaTuna rsapaenuam
6onblle, Yem HepoH, NnpucoeauHAA K SToMy ocobble NoYeTHble NoAaPKN BOEHHbIM TPMBYHAM U LLeHTYPUOHaM.

bypp, He npoABnAA BUMAMMOIO 4YBAHCTBA, 6b|/'|, OAHAKO, noAg 4Yapamu 6.1aroCK/IOHHOCTH nmnepaTtpuubl,
OT/INYHO yMGBLIJEVI onyTaTb ero, N paspywunTb 3TN Yapbl Ka3az10Cb AE/TIOM HE IETKUM.

HecmoTps Ha 370, CeHeKa B6pasics BbINOSHWUTL 06e TpyAHble 3a4a4u.

BnnaHue Ha congat AOMKHO 6b110 NCXO4UTb OT HEKOTOPbIX LEHTYPUOHOB, CHabKeHHbIX OrpoOMHbIMU
AeHEXHbIMU CpeacTBaMM.
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YTo e KacaeTcA byppa, To 3TOT meaBeab, KOTOPOMY TaK He MPUCTaN0 yXakMBaHbe, Mpexae Bcero 6bin
conpgatom. Cnyxba He3aBUCUMOMY MMNEPATOPY, HAaBEPHOE, MOKAXKETCA eMy C/laBHee, HeXeNn ero TenepellHee
NOJIO}KEeHWe, COBEPLUEHHO BOMPEKM €ro XapakTepy HanomuHasLee epKyaeca 3a NpaaKkoi ArpunnuHbl. Kak ckopo
Bypp 6yaeT BoBAEYEH B 3aroBOp, OCTAHETCA TO/IbKO BbIMOJHWUTL NOCAEAHION 3a4a4y.

CeHeka nonpocuT byppa [Aep)aTb HarotoBe BCeX MpeTopuaHues B 60AbliOK Kasapme. 3aTem
rocyapCTBEHHbIN COBETHMK C BbICOKOW CBUTOM M3 CEHATOPOB M XPELLOB NpuBeaeT TyAa MMNepaTopa M NonpocuT
€ro B KOPOTKOM peunm ob6bABUTb cosfgatam, YTo pagu 6nara MMNepuu LApCTBOBaHWE ArpUnnuHbl O0/MKHO
npekpaTuTbea. Mpu aTom AloaAM A0AXKHa 6biTb NOAapeHa Cymma, B ABeHaAuaTb pa3 NpeBOCX0AALLan BCe Aapbl
ArpunnuHbl BmecTe B3aTble. MexKay TeM BOeHHbI TpnbyH tOnnin BUHAEKC, KOTOPOMY YXKe OaBHO BCe 4OBEPEHO,
6yaeT oXuaaTb C OTPAAOM 3HATHbIX lOHOLWEW, YTobbl B CNydae HenpeaBUAEHHOrO CONpPOTMBAEHUA BO36YAUTbL
Hapog K 6opbbe NPOTUB KeHCKoro Baagplyectsa. [og rpoMagHbiMM CBOAAMM MOrpeboB ermnTaAHKM Inuxapuc

NeXKaT rpyabl OpyRus.

PumnsHe, B cBOEN NPUBEPIKEHHOCTU K HepoHY, HECMOTPA Ha HbIHELIHIOW U3HEXEeHHOCTb, HaBepHOe, BHOBb
CXBaTATCA 3a meY, 4Tobbl A0Ka3aTb, YTO B HUX elle He yrac AyX yBeHYaHHbIX naspamu dabues. Tpasea 37 B
cobpaHuu ceHaTa, Hemea/IeHHO co3BaHHOM CeHeKol B KanuTonmm, AoKeH CUI0 CBOEro KpacHOPEeUUs U CBoek
BHYLUUTENIbHOW IMYHOCTBIO YHUUTOMXKUTb NPUBEPIKEHLEB ArpUNMMHbI, 3aCTaBUTb CEHAT NPU3HaTb CoBepLUMBLLEeCs
3aKOHHbIM U TOP}KECTBEHHO BblPa3nTb 3aroBopLLMKam NPU3HaTeIbHOCTb CMNAaceHHOro oTeYecTsa.

Bce rnyboKko nepesenn ayx, korga CeHeka OKOHUYM/ CBOO MaMEHHYIO peyb.

HWKTO He BO3pakan. Po/in Kasanucb pacnpegeneHbl Tak yAavyHo, OTAe/NbHbIE KOJleca MeXaHN3ma Tak TOYHO
noaxo4uan 0AHO K APYromMy, YTO Heflb3A 6bl10 HATU HYM O4HOTO ONPOBEPIKEHUS.

— [a 6yaeT Tak! — BOCK/AMKHYN HaKoHel bapea CopaHuii. — A Korga BCe OKOHYMTCA, TOr4a OTKPbITO
06BMHUTE MMNEPaTPULLY-MaTb Nepes rocyAapCTBEHHbIM YroIOBHbIM CYA0M KaK MPecTynHULY M COLWINUTE ee Noj
CTPOrMM KOHBOEM B lMaHAaTaputo, rae OHa MOXKET B M3rHAHMM PasMbIWIATL O TOM, YTO Kax4a BNACTM NPUIMYHA
Wb MYXKYMHAM, @ HE XKeHLMHam!
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Fnasall

Ha cneaytoweli Hegene, HECMOTPA Ha pasrap BecHbl, He6O MOKPbLINOCL FYCTbIMKU Tydamu. Beuepom 2 man
[OXAb CM/OWHbBIM MOTOKOM HM3Bepranca Ha BeuHblt ropoa, Kak 6yato 6or morodbl 3agaBajn CBOM MpadHble
AeKkabpbCcKkue opruu.

MmnepaTtpuua-maTb HaxoAmnacb Ha CBOei MpenectHol gaye B AnBaHCKUX ropax, rae cpegu BeCEeHHWUX
KPacoT POCKOLIHOM NpupoAbl OHA, NO-BUAMMOMY, 3abblBana BCE, YTO OBbIKHOBEHHO 3aHMMa/IO €€ U3MEHUYUBYIO
aywy.

06 3ToM, noA nedyaTblo CTPONKAMIWEW TalHbl, M3 YCT B YyCTa XOAMAM YyAMBUTENbHble BecTu. dapakc,
3aMeyvaTesIbHO C/IOMEHHBIN LeHTYPUOH, BHE3aMNHO BO3BbICK/ICA A0 3BaHWUA BOEHHOro TpMbyHa.

OH BOCMONbL30BaNCA HECKO/NIbKUMMU OHAMM OTNYCKA AAA  Toro, 4Tobbl [O0CTaTOYHO 33pyymuTbCA
pacnosoXKeHWemM MasieHbKOW JI0BKOW Xas3apbl — KOMNaHbOHKKM Monnen CabuHbl. Tenepb AN OCYLLECTBAEHUSA
HamepeHUt BAOBAEHHbIX TPe6OBANOCh TONLKO paspeLleHne nmnepaTpmLbl.

ArpunnuHa BblKasaaa npu 3TOM CTPAHHYI0 MeaUTENbHOCTb...

B To e Bpemsa 3amevanu, yto (dapakc 4yacTo MNporyavMsajacA BABOEM CO BCE elle 04apoBaTe/ibHOM
umMmnepa